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Shots fired at Israeli 
patrol in Gaza — radio 

TEL AV IV (AFP » — Gunshots hii an Israeli armv 
jeep patrolling in the Gaza Suip Monday but none of 
the soldiers were wounded. Israel Radio reported The 
shots were fired at the jeep as it travelled near the Jew- 
ish settlement bloc of Gush Katif along the coast in 
the south of the Gaza Strip, it said. The armv searched 
the area and asked for the assistance of the Palestinian 
police in tracking down the assailant or assailants, the 
radio said. There was no immediate confirmation of 
the incident from either the Israeli army or Palestinian 
police. The reported attack followed warnings by 
Palestinian officials that the region was on the "brink 
of an explosion" following the failure of a U.S. medi- 
ation mission to revive Israeii-Palestinian peace talks 
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Two dead in military 
plane crash in France 

NlMES ( APP) — Two people were killed and two others 
were injured Sunday when a French military plane 
crashed near a road in southeast France, officials said. 
One of those killed was a soldier inside the single- 
eneined Alize plane while the other was a civilian who 
was driving a car near the site of the crash. Rescue work- 
ers said they were unable to say whether die car. which 
was found in a nearby ditch, had been hit by the plane or 
whether the driver lost control. The tw o injured were trav- 
elling in the plane, which came down as it prepared to 
land ar the Nimes-Garons air base. 
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King, Vedrine review recent Mideast 


Weakened Netanyahu coalition 


peace developments, bilateral relations 



His Majesty King Hussein and His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan meet with vis- 
iting French Foreign Minister Hubert Vedrine on Monday (Photo by Yousef 'Allan! 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — His Majesty- 
King Hussein met on Mon- 
day with visiting French 
Foreign Minister Hubert 
Vedrine and reviewed with 
him recent developments in 
the Middle East peace 
process and the situation in 
Iraq. 

The King expressed Jor- 
dan’s appreciation of the 
role that the French and 
Europeans are playing to 
overcome the logjam in 
peacemaking between the 
Palestinians and Israelis. 

Mr. Vedrine, who was on 
his second leg of a regional 
tour that took him ro 
Lebanon, said that his visit 
was part of France's efforts 
to push the peace process 
ahead and remove all prob- 
lems that impede resump- 
tion of peace talks. 

Mr. Vedrine said that he 
was not proposing any new 
initiative but his visit was 
only of consultative nature. 

He added that his country 
was coordinating with the 
Europeans and the United 
States in all efforts to bring 


the peace process back on 
track 

The French minister, who 
met with His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan. 
signed with planning minis- 
ter Rima Khalaf an~S0 mil- 
lion French franc iFF) soft 
loan to Jordan. 

Mr. Vedrine said that FF 
40 million will be used to 
finance a water treatment 
project in northern Jordan 
while the remaining 
amount will be utilised for 
infrastructure projects in 
the Kingdom. 

The FF SO million, with 1 
per cent interest rate and a 
grace period of seven years, 
is payable in 22 years. 

Mr. Vedrine said in a 
press conference before he 
left for Damascus that his 
country was keen to 
enhance joint private sector 
ventures in Jordan. 

The French minister 
urged Iraq to fully cooper- 
ate with the U.N. Special 
Commission (UNSCOM) 
that monitors Baghdad's 
elimination of mass 
destruction weapons as a 
step to removing the seven- 
year-old sanctions imposed 


since die December 1990 
Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait. 

France's position “is 
based on Iraq's application 
of U.N. Security Council 
resolutions which requires 
unconditional access for 
UNSCOM,” Mr. Vedrine 


said. 

Mr. Vedrine was reacting 
to an announcement by 
Baghdad (hat a 16-man 
team headed by the U.S. 
national Scon Ritter would 
be denied access beginning 
Tuesday because it was 


dominated by Americans. 

Mr. Vedrine declined to 
comment on Baghdad deci- 
sion saying that enough 
information was not 

(Continued on page 7) 


Iraq announces ban on ‘unbalanced’ 
arms inspection team starting today 

Clinton calls on Security Council to take ‘ strong , 
appropriate’ action if Iraq should carry out ban 


Combined agency 
dispatches 

IRAQ ANNOUNCED 
Monday it would block any 
amis inspections by a team 
led by American Scott Rit- 
ter. a move that could set 
off a new confrontation 
with U.N. weapons- inspec- 
tors. 

The official Iraqi News 
Agency UNA) made the 
announcement, quoting an 
official spokesman who 
said the presence of too 
many American inspectors 
was prolonging the inspec- 
tions programme and 


delaying removal of U.N. 
sanctions on Iraq. 

The agency's statement 
came after Mr. Ritter and a 
team of U.N. inspectors 
reportedly visited a hospital 
and a prison in Baghdad. 

Apparently the team was 
not blocked since INA’s 
report said the ban on Mr. 
Ritter would begin Tuesday. 
Jan. 13. 

U.N. officials said Mon- 
day that the top U.N. 
weapons inspector for Iraq. 
RichanJ Butler, is writing to 
the LkN. Security Council 
with details of the latest 
Iraqi ban on his monitors. 


A U.N. official told 
Age nee France Presse dial 
“Butler is sending a letter to 
the council. After that, it 
will be up to the council to 
decide what to do.” 

French diplomats said 
that there were no immedi- 
ate plans io call a meeting 
of the iS-memhcr Security 
Council on Monday. France 
currently holds the Security 
Council's rotating presiden- 
cy. 

U.N. chief, Kofi Annan, 
speaking at a news confer- 
ence Monday, urged Iraq 
"not to do anything precipi- 
tous” pending the arrival of 


Mr. Butler, who is due to 
hold talks in Baghdad from 
Jan. 19-21 on securing full 
access for his teams. 

“Wc have not decided to 
halt any inspections.” said 
Mr. Annan, who was to 
meet with Mr. Butler later 
in the da\. 

“The teams are on the 
ground, and as you know 
they have been able to con- 
tinue their work with coop- 
eration of the Iraqis since 
November, and this is the 
first hiccup we have con- 
fronted since then." said 
Mr. Annan. 

Mr. Annan’s spokesman 


Fred Eckhard noted that the 
Iraqi ban referred only to 
Mr. Ritrer’s team. 

“The intention of 
UNSCOM is to make good 
use of resident inspectors in 
Baghdad as much as possi- 
ble. and UNSCOM has 
approximately 150 staff in 
Baghdad right now. many 
of them are inspectors.” he 
added. 

Reacting to the fresh Iraqi 
challenge, U.S. President 
Bill Clinton called Monday 
on the U.N. Security 


(Continued on page 7) 


103 dead, 70 wounded in latest 
Algerian massacre — official 


U.N. officials say they 
want to double value 
of Iraq’s oil sales 


SID HAMED (AFP) — An 
armed group killed 103 
people and wounded 70 
others in an attack on this 
village near the Algerian 
capital, according to the 
first official toll for die 
massacre Monday. 

A security forces commu- 
nique described 10 of the 
70 wounded as being in a 
serious condition. 

Survivors at the scene 
said at least 120 people 
were slain in the massacre, 
while more bodies were 
still being pulled Monday 
morning from ruined hous- 
es in die village of Sidi 
Homed where the killings 
took place die previous 
night. 

Stressing that the mas- 
sacre had been carried out 
by “a terrorist group.” the 
official communique said 
the attack had begun with a 
home-made bomb blast in a 
cafe in the village, which 
“left several dead and 
injured.” 

It also said the death toll 
would have been fur higher 
were it not for resistance by 
self-defence groups and the 
intervention of the security 


forces after they were alert- 
ed. 

Five “terrorists” were 
killed and several others 
wounded in a shoot-out that 
claimed the Jives of two 
security personnel, it said. 

Le Matin newspaper said 
the assailants used sabres 
and axes to kill their vic- 
tims at the village, located 
30 kilometres south of 
Algiers. 

The daily Liberte said 
"dozens of families” were 
wiped out during the attack, 
which it described as the 
biggest such massacre so 
near the capital since the 
start of the Holy Month of 
Ramadan on Dec. 30. 

The capital s Zmirli and 
Mustapha hospitals were 
reportedly swamped with 
wounded people overnight 
and doctors were called in 
to handle the emergency. 

Aboul 30 of the wounded, 
mostly children, adoles- 
cents and women, were 
operated at the Mustapha 
Hospital, an AFP corre- 
spondent who went to the 

hospital said. , 

Two of the wounded died 
there overnight from their 


injuries. 

Newspapers gave varying 
repons of the circum- 
stances surrounding the 
killings. Liberte said vil- 
lagers had gathered at a 
movie theatre at the end of 
the fasting day Sunday 
when a man threw a home- 
made bomb that provoked 
panic, 

‘They wanted to get the 
crowd out on the street to 
be able to wipe them out 
better.” the paper said. 
“And then ibe carnage start- 
ed, with no-one spared, not 
even women, children or 
the elderly." 

A reporter at Liberte who 
saw some of the victims 
being hospitalised said one 
of them, identified as 
Mustapha, "had nothing on 
his back but a bloody shirt 
in tatters and one eye dan- 
gling down on his disfig- 
ured face.” 

The newspaper La Tri- 
bune said the massacre took 
place after a bomb explod- 
ed at a ntosque at the end of 
the evening prayer with the 


(Continued on page 7) 


BAGHDAD (Dow Jones) — 
The United Nations wants u 
rise of at least 100 per cent in 
the value of partial Iraqi oil 
sales during the current third 
phase which went into effect 
on Jan. S. a senior UN. offi- 
cial said Monday. 

Denis Holliday, U.N. relief 
coordinator in Iraq, told Dow 
Jones that U.N’. and Iraqi 
experts were reviewing the 
current oil -for- food pro- 

gramme which allows sales 
worth $2 billion in six months 
to enable the government pur- 
chase food, medicine and 
other humanitarian supplies 
for its 22 million people. 

Mr. Halliduy said the dis- 
cussions were to end this 
week and among the recom- 
mendations there will be a 
proposal to the U.N. Security 
Council "to take a decision 
which will increase Iraqi rev- 
enues by 100 per cent or even 
more.” 

Mr. Holliday said the boost 
was needed to rehabilitate 
Iraq’s drinking water facilities 
and upgrade the power grid. 

He said he would be for- 


warding the recommenda- 
tions to U.N. Secretary-Gen- 
eral Kofi Annan who is 
expected to put them before 
the Security Council at the 
end of January for approval. 

Mr. Haltiday has said die 
current programme has done 
very little to alleviate the suf- 
fering of the Iraqis under the 
U.N. trade sanctions imposed 
for Iraq's 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. 

Mr. HalJiday said he was 
optimistic the Security' Coun- 
cil would approve the recom- 
mendation. 

If approved Iraq will pump 
about 1.6 million barrels per 
day (bpd) into an already glut- 
ted oil market by February. 
Under the current programme 
Iraq plans to pump 800.000 
bpd. 

The exact volume of Iraqi 
exports will eventually be 
determined by prices preva- 
lent on the international mar- 
kets but lower prices will 
mean a further increase in 
Iraqi exports. 


survives censure motion 


TEL AVIV (.AFP) — Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu's government 
handily survived a parlia- 
mentary motion of no con- 
fidence Monday despite the 
defection of ex-foreign 
minister David Levy and 
four of his followers from 
the ruling coalition. 

The aciual vote on two 
censure motions submitted 
by the left-wing opposition 
was a tie — 54 to 54 — 
with two abstentions in the 
120-member Knesset. 

But the opposition fell far 
short of the 6 1 votes needed 
to topple the government 
under a 1995 law which 
introduced direct elections 
for the prime minister. 

The vote was a reassuring 
sign for Mr. Netanyahu fol- 
lowing weeks of political 
turmoil and ahead of his 
key talks over the troubled 
Palestinian peace process 
with U.S. President Bill 
Clinton on Jan. 20. 

Mr. Levy and three other 
deputies from his centrist 
Gesher Party' voted with the 
opposition for the censure 
motions. Four opposition 
deputies, five legislators 
from the governing coali- 
tion and one Gesher mem- 
ber were absent during the 
vote. 

The departure of Mr. 
Levy, the cabinet's leading 
moderate on peace issues, 
stripped Mr/ Netanyahu's 
majority to a bare minimum 
of one deputy and left him 
more beholden than ever to 
nationalist parties opposed 


to further territorial conces- 
sions to the Palestinians. 

A dozen coalition 
deputies had threatened to 
vote against the govern- 
ment if Mr. Netanyahu gave 
into to U.S. pressure to 
quickly carry out a "signifi- 
cant” troop pullback from 
the West Bank as required 
under signed peace 
accords. 

A handful of remaining 
moderates in the govern- 
ment also threatened to bolt 
if Mr. Netanyahu failed to 
cede more land to Palestin- 
ian rule. 

Mr. Netanyahu appeased 
the opposing groups over 
the past week by putting off 
a final decision on the pull- 
back for several months. 

Brushing aside U.S. and 
Palestinian objections. Mr. 
Netanyahu insisted he 
would only hand over more 
territory after a delay of 
five months and on condi- 
tion the Palestinians meet a 
long list of demands, pri- 
marily involving the battle 
against Islamist activists. 

Mr. Netanyahu has also 
reportedly decided to offer 
the Palestinians only six to 
eight per cent of the West 
Bank to add to the 27 per 
cent of the territory already 
under some degree of 
autonomy. 

Washington is said to 
want a pullback from at 
least 1 2 per cent of the West 
Bank and the Palestinians 
want 30 per cent. 

The issue is expected to 
come to a head when Mr. 


Netanyahu meets President 
Clinton and die U.S. presi- 
dent then hosts Palestinian 
President Y’asser Arafat two 
days later. 

Key government hardlin- 
ers. notably in the right- 
wing National Religious 
Party' which has nine 
deputies in parliament, are 
convinced Mr. Netanyahu 
will use alleged Palestinian 
non-compliance with the 
Israeli demands to avoid 
any troop withdrawal. 

Many political analysts 
suggest Mr. Netanyahu is 
simply trying to delay an 
inevitable dash with the 
far-right over the peace 
process until later this year 
when he believes his 
chances will be better ro 
win early elections. 

According to this view. 
Mr. Netanyahu feels that he 
can easily beat the political 
left if the key issue in the 
elections is how to handle 
negotiations with the Pales- 
tinians — notably the next 
phase which is to determine 
the final status and borders 
of the Palestinian entity. 

Mr. Netanyahu defeated 
incumbent Labour Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres in 
May 1996 by accusing the 
left of endangering Israel’s 
long-term survival by giv- 
ing up too much land to the 
Palestinians. 

He promised to achieve 
“peace with security” and 
apparently thinks voters 
will believe him again. 


Ross proposes Arafat write 
letter cancelling PLO charter 


TEL AVIV (AP) — A U.S. 
official proposed that Pales- 
tinian President Yasser 
Arafat write a letter for- 
swearing clauses in the 
Palestine Liberation Organi- 
sation (PLO) charter that 
call for Israel’s destruction 
jn order to alleviate Israel's 
concerns on the issue, an 
Israeli cabinet minister said 
Monday. 

The proposal was made 
last week by U.S. envoy 
Dennis Ross, said Israeli 
Industry' Minister Natan 
Sharansky. But he said 
Israel insists the offending 
clauses be formally repudi- 
ated in the Palestinian legis- 
lature. 

The Palestinian leader 
promised to cancel the 
clauses in September 1993. 
when Israel and the PLO 
signed a historic agreement, 
and in May 1 996 he pushed 


a decision through the 
Palestinian legislature 
declaring the calls for 
Israel’s destruction were no 
longer in effect. 

Israel’s premier at the 
time, Shimon Peres, hailed 
that decision as one of the 
most important develop- 
ments of the century. But 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu, who won elec- 
tions a month later, says it 
w-as insufficient because it 
did not specify the clauses. 

Mr. Sharansky told Israel 
TV that during his peace 
mission last week, Mr. Ross 
suggested President Arafat 
write a letter to Mr. 
Netanyahu and President 
Bill Clinton “specifying the 
clauses and saying that as of 
now they are cancelled." 

But even this would not be 
enough. Mr. Sharansky said: 
"Another letter won’t help. 


A letter needs to be the 
beginning of a process that 
must lead to a vote iu the 
Palestinian council." 

Sufian Abu Zaide. Presi- 
dent Arafat's adviser on 
relations with Israel, insisted 
the charter issue was taken 
care of. “If you say the 
[1996] decision was a show, 
then if we have another 
show you will be satisfied ?” 
he asked Mr. Sharansky. 

Some Israeli commenta- 
tors believe Mr. Netanyahu 
— who once opposed the 
accords with the PLO and 
remains lukewarm about 
them — was using the char- 
ter issue as a pretext. 

But Mr. Sharansky insist- 
ed that this was not so. and 
that fastidiousness was 
essential. “If it was so mar- 
ginal, it would have been 
done [by the Palestinians! 
long ago,” he said. 


5 Iraqi nationals confess to planning 
attack on Iraqi diplomat — minister 


By Tareq Ayyoub 
Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — The authori- 
ties un Monday said they 
are holding five Iraqi 
nationals who confessed to 
masterminding an attack on 
Iraq’s commercial attache 
in Amman, Rahim Taher. 
earlier this month. 

Acting Minister of Interi- 
or Tawfjq Kreishan said that 
the five “confessed that they 
have planned the attack” in 
which one bullet was fired 
at Mr. Taher while starting 
his car on the morning of 
Jan. 3. in from of his house 
in Umm Utheina. 

Mr. Kreishan said that 
attack was prompted by 
"family and financial dis- 
putes." 

“The interrogation is over 
and the case will be sent to 
the Criminal Court,” Mr. 
Kreishan told the Jordan 


Times. 

He denied that the inci- 
dent had a political dimen- 
sion adding that it was 
“purely criminal.” 

The minister declined to 
reveal the names of the five 
implicated in the case but 
said that “all belong to one 
family." 

The minister said that all 
suspects arrived from Iraq 
before the attack. 

Mr. Kreishan denied a 
report by an Amman-based 
news agency that one of 
those implicated in the 
attack enjoys diplomatic 
immunity. 

Quoting a judicial source, 
the agency had reported that 
one of the Iraqis invloved 
in the assassination attempt 
was covered by diplomatic 
immunity. 

Iraqi Ambassador in 
Amman Nouri Af Weiss 
also denied the agency’s 


report describing it as “inac- 
curate.” 

“There is no Iraqi diplo- 
mat involved in the attack, 
this is a baseless piece of 
information." said Mr. 
Weiss. 

The ambassador told the 
Jordan Times that he had 
nor received any informa- 
tion from the Jordanian 
authorities on the outcome 
of the investigation. 

One of the Iraqis arrested 
shot at the diplomat and the 
weapon used was found in 
his possession. A second 
Iraqi drove the car while the 
other two did the logistics in 
preparation for the attacks, 
the news agency quoted its 
sources as saying. 

Emad Keilani, a prosecu- 
tor at the Criminal Court 
said that the case has not 
reached the court yet. 
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Hizbollah dismisses 

Israeli withdrawal offer 


Israel arrests several Palestinians amid security alert 



Palestinian worr^jn hold photographs of their sons during a protest in front of the head- 
quarters of the International Committee of the Red Cross in the Gaza Strip calling on 
Israel to free their sons who axe held as political prisoners in Israeli jails, Monday. Pales- 
tinian officials said 1,500 Palestinians were arrested since the Oslo peace accords and 


BEIRUT t AP) — The leader 
of Hizbollah dismissed Sun- 
day an Israeli offer to with- 
draw its soldiers from south- 
ern Lebanon in return for 
security guarantees. 

Sheikh Hasson Nasraliah 
said there would be “no 
negotiations with the enemy 
and no discussion of plans or 
arrangements or security 
guarantees.” 

“What concerns the Islam- 
ic resistance is the uncondi- 
tional withdrawal of the 
enemy from our land and 
certainly without prizes and 
rewards.*' he said, speaking 
at a ceremony in his honour 
in eastern Lebanon’s Bekaa 
Valley. 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iranian 
President Mohammad 
Khatami’s remark to the 
American people that he 
“regrets” the 1979 hostage- 
taking at the U.S. embassy 
in Tehran sparked passion- 
ate public debate in Iran’s 
press Monday. 

Iran's elite Revolutionary 
Guards (Pasdaran) rushed 
to defend the hostage-tak- 
ing in a statement sent to 
scores of papers praising 
the action which resulted in 
the severing of Irani an-U.S. 
diplomatic relations. 

“The Iranian people have 
not forgotten that the Amer- 
ican embassy in Tehran was 
the command centre for 
plots against Islamic revo- 
lution.” it said. 

The Jumhuri-lslam news- 
paper called on supporters 
of the Iranian president, 
who held an unprecedented 
interview with U.S.-based 
television • network CNN 


Two -Islamists 

sentenced to hard 
labour for 
anti-Coptic attacks 

ASWAN (AFP) — An 
Egyptian court on Monday 
sentenced two Islamists to 
five years in prison at hard 
labour for plotting attacks on 
property owned by Coptic 
Christians in southern Egypt. 

Ahmad Mahmoud Abdul 
Fatt ah and Shazli Mahmoud 1 
Ali Mahdi were accused by i 
the Aswan Assize court of | 
inciting two minors to set fire I 
to five houses and shops and 
to two cars owned by Copts, 
legal sources said. 

The attacks took place in 
the village of Korn Ombo 40 
kilometres north of .Aswan 
between July 1992 and June 
1993, the sources said. 

Copts officially number 3.5 
million out of the country's 
population of 62 million and 
have occasionally been the 
target of Islamist attacks. 


Israeli Defence Minister 
Yitzhak Mordecbai has said 
that Israel was willing to 
withdraw its soldiers from 
Lebanon if the security of its 
northern border was guaran- 
teed. 

Lebanese leaders have 
been sceptical of the Israeli 
offer, with some saying it 
could be an attempt to drive a 
wedge between Lebanon and 
Syria, which main tains 
35.000 soldiers in Lebanon 
and is the main power broker 
there. 

Israel says Syria has used 
southern Lebanon as a bar- 
gaining chip in peace talks 
over the Golan Heights, 
which Israel occupied in 


last week, to press him to 
“correct his errors.” 

But the moderate daily 
Iran News congratulated 
President Khatami for suc- 
cess in “portraying the Iran- 
ian revolution in a humane 
and subtle way.” 

At the same time, the Iran 
News acknowledged that 
“Khatami’s unprecedented 
move in presenting an 
address to the American 
people was a serious politi- 
cal shock to Iran’s anti- 
American front." 

In the hostage-taking, 52 
U.S. embassy staff mem- 
bers were held captive for 
444 days, causing Washing- 
ton and Tehran to break off 
diplomatic relations in 
April 19S0. 

The seizure of the diplo- 
mats, carried out by a group 
calling itself “students fol- 
lowing the line” of Iran's 
revolutionary leader Aya- 
tollah- Ruhollah Khomeini. 


TEHRAN (AP) — An Iran- 
ian official signalled on Mon- 
day that his country is not yet 
ready to receive a visitor from 
the U.S. Congress. 

Mahmoud Mohammadi, 
spokesman for the foreign 
ministry, was quoted by state- 
run Tehran Radio as saying 
that Iran has no plans for a 
visit by U.S. Rep. Tom Lan- 
tos. 

Mr. Mohammadi said Mr. 
Lantos had expressed “a per- 
sonal interest" in visiting 
Tehran. 

Efforts to determine if Mr. 
Mohammadi’?; statement con- 
stituted a formal rejection of 
Mr. Lantos’ request were 
unsuccessful. 

Mr. Lantos. a nine-term 
California Democrat, wrote 
to Iranian President Moham- 
mad Khatami last week, say- 
ing he was interested in visit- 
ing Tehran to see whether 


1967. Peace between 
Lebanon and Israel could 
weaken Syria's negotiating 
position. 

Public pressure has been 
increasing on the Israeli gov- 
ernment to end its military 
occupation of southern 
Lebanon because of mount- 
ing Israeli casualties. 

Some 200 Israeli soldiers 
have been killed fighting 
Hizbollah and other guerril- 
las since 1985. when Israel 
created a “security" zone in 
southern Lebanon to protect 
its northern territories from 
cross-border raids. The bor- 
der strip is patrolled by 1 .500 
Israeli soldiers and 2.500 
allied militiamen. 


marked a radicalisation of 
the Islamist revolution 10 
months after the overthrow 
of the Shah's pro-American 
regime. 

In the CNN interview 
President Khatami 

expressed “regrets” for 
“hurting the feelings” of 
Americans during the 
hostage-taking. He marked 
a sharp break with 1 9 years 
of official anti-American 
rhetoric by also calling for 
“a dialogue with the great 
people of the United 
States.” 

The anniversary of the 
hostage-taking continues to 
be celebrated yearly in Iran 
with anti-American protests 
including the burning of 
American flags and chil- 
dren in schools around the 
country stopping their 
lessons to shout “Down 
with America!” 


there was a basis for improv- 
ing U.S.-Iranian relations. 

Mr. Lantos sent his request 
a day after the American 
CNN aired an interview with 
President Mohammed Khata- 
mi in which he called for cul- 
tural exchanges with the 
United States. But Mr. Khata- 
mi slopped short of urging an 
official dialogue. 

It was the first time an Iran- 
ian leader had reached out to 
America since the Islamist 
revolution in J979. 

Ties between Tehran and 
Washington were broken 
after tlie revolution, and there 
has been only limited political 
contact since. Most govem- 
ment-to-govemment contacts 
have occurred through the 
Swiss. Mr. Lantos. who is a 
member of the house interna- 
tional relations committee, 
last visited Iran as a universi- 
ty professor in 1978- 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Israeli security 
forces have arrested several 
Palestinians suspected of 
planning bombings in Israel 
as the country remained on 
high alert for feared attacks 
during the Holy Month of 
Ramadan, police said Mon- 
day. 

Police Minister Avigdor 
Kahalani revealed that sever- 
al Palestinians had been 
arrested in recent days but 
declined to provide further 
details due to continuing 
investigations. 

Police said Monday that 
the suspects were picked up 
in areas of the West Bank as 
a result of information 
extracted from members of 
the Islamic Resistance 
Movement (Hamas) who 
were detained earlier. 

Sunday. Israel’s supreme 
court rejected a demand that 
security services be ordered 
to stop using physical pres- 
sure against two Hamas sus- 
pects under interrogation in 
a Jerusalem police station. 

Mr. Kahalani said police 
had information about plans 
by Islamist activists to 
attempt to cany out attacks 
similar to two suicide bomb- 
ings in Jerusalem in July and 


ANKARA (AFP) — The 
Turkish air force is seeking to 
buy 40 U.S.-jnade F-15 fighter 
aircraft in response to a Greek 
decision to purchase similar 
sophisticated warplanes, a 
newspaper reported Monday. 

The military has already 
informed the U.S. Defence 
Department of its intention 
and is seeking a marketing 
license from Washington, the 
English-language Turkish 
Daily News said 

If approved by the United 
States, the sale would cost 
some S2 billion. 

The F-15 Eagle, produced 
by Boeing, is an extremely 
manoeuvrable tactical fighter 
designed to gain and maintain 
air superiority in aerial com- 
bat Its performance was rated 
highly during the 1991 Gulf 
war. 

“We don't think that we will 
face any difficulty from the 
U S. administration in obtain- 
ing permission for this sale as a 
preliminary approval has 
already been given for 
Greece." a Turkish general told 
the newspaper. 

Turkey's move follows a 
Greek decision to buy dozens 
of sophisticated fighter air- 
craft 

Defence analysts said the 
Turkish military, whose fight- 
ers currently outnumber the 
Greek ones, fear that it will 
lose its air force superiority 
over the disputed Aegean Sea 
in the event Athens acquires 
the F-15. 

The U.S. State Department 
announced last month that it 
had given Boeing permission 
to market the F-15 to Greece, 


September that killed 21 
Israelis. 

He declined to elaborate, 
but the Haaretz newspaper 
Monday said the security 
alert was not the result of 
precise intelligence of a 
planned attack but rather 
general reports of prepara- 
tions by Islamist groups to 
strike during Ramadan. 

Hundreds of extra police 
have been deployed in 
Jerusalem, Tel Aviv and 
other main cities, beefing up 
patrols in markets, shopping 
malls, bus stations and other 
public places. 

Security remained tight 
Monday despite a thick blan- 
ket of snow which fell on 
Jerusalem and most of the 
West Bank overnight, block- 
ing roads and keeping mar- 
kets, bus stations and other 
outdoor businesses dosed 
for most of the morning. 

In addition to concerns 
over the tendency of Hamas 
or Islamic Jihad group to 
attempt anti-Israeli attacks 
during Ramadan, tensions 
have been mounting due to 
the deadlock in Israel i-Pales- 
tinian peace efforts. 

The Palestinian leadership 
warned over die weekend 
that the region was “on the 


but that this was not a final sale 
decision. 

“If the Greek government 
were to select an American air- 
craft for purchase, then the 
State Department would have 
to decide at that time whether 
to authorise such a sale.” 
department spokesman Janies 
Foley said on Dec. 8. 

Under U.S. law, the State 
Department plus Congress 
must ratify any large scale 
defence equipment export 

Mr.- Fbley said it remained 
unclear whether the sale would 
have an impact on stability in 
the Aegean where arch-rivals 
Greece and Turkey — also 
two NATO allies — came to 
the brink of war in January 
1996 over a handful of unin- 
habited islets. 

“We have to weigh the 
impact in the Aegean, that we 
contribute to stability, not to 
the reverse, in any such deci- 
sion.” Mr. Foley said. 

State Department officials 
said die marketing license 
“usually carries a presumption 
of approval" but noted that 
several conditions could be 
attached to any future sale of 
the aircraft. 

Apart from the F-15, Greece 
is also weighing other options, 
including die U.S.-made F-16 
and French and Russian air- 
craft. Linder an agreement 
with the U.S. Lockheed Mar- 
tin, Turkey is co-producing for 
its air force 230 F- 1 6 fighters. 

Although it is one of the best 
fighters in the world, the F-l 6. 
that costs some $20 million a 
piece, is inferior to the F-15 
which has a unit price of $50 
million. 


brink of an explosion” over 
Israel's refusal to carry out 
promised troop withdrawals 
from the West Bank and the 
continuation of building in 
Jewish settlements in occu- 
pied areas. 

Palestinian frustration rose 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — 
European Union govern- 
ments were accused Mon- 
day of encouraging xeno- 
phobia by over-reacting to 
the recent arrival in Italy of 
some 3.000 Kurds seeking 
refuge in western Europe. 

Suggestions that the EU 
needs to step up external 
border controls in the face 
of an ‘uncontrollable flow* 
of migrants from Iraq and 
Turkey, are “misleading 
and dangerous," said Peer 
Baneke, the General Secre- 
tary of the European Coun- 
cil on Refugees and Exiles. 

“Responsible govem- 


Chelsea Clinton 
orders a copy 
of a guide to 
the Koran 

TEHRAN (AFP) — A copy 
of a book explaining the 
Koran is winging its way to 
U.S. President Bill Clinton’s 
daughter Chelsea from Iran. 
The chairman of a Shiite 
Muslim religious research 
centre in Iran said Chelsea 
Clinton had requested an 
English version of the Koran 
guide which was now being 
sent to the While House, the 
Tehran Times reported on 
Monday. The report comes 
just days after Iranian Presi- 
dent Mohammed Khatami 
held an unprecedented inter- 
view with U.S.-based televi- 
sion network CNN in which 
he called for a dialogue 
between their peoples and 
greater cultural exchanges. 


after U.S. special envoy 
Dennis Ross failed during a 
four-day mission last week 
to achieve any progress 
towards breaking the dead- 
lock. 

Palestinian leaders warned 
that separate meetings 


ments should rectify such 
distortions, not encourage 
xenophobia." 

The intervention by 
ECRE, the umbrella group 
for refugee organisations in 
the 15 EU states, follows a 
round of talks among EU 
governments last week 
aimed at stepping up border 
controls and police cooper- 
ation in reaction to the 
Kurds' arrival. 

Mr. Baneke said this kind 
of response was dispropor- 
tionate to the relatively 
small number of people 
involved and carried a risk 
that individuals fleeing per- 


DAMASCUS (AFP) — The 
number of Syrian children 
who go out io work has risen 
to one in every 10. according 
to a report published Monday 
which said however that the 
problem was not a cause for 
concern. 

A total of 216.692 children 
or 10.5 per cent of the under- 
15 population and 4.7 per cent 
of the Syrian workforce in 
1995 are employed but many 
don't earn a cent, according to 
a report by the Syrian social 
affairs and labour ministry. 

The figure compares with 
130.000 children or 3.3 per 
cent of the workforce in 1 993. 
said the report published in 
the official Tishrin newspaper. 

More than half of the chil- 
dren work in the agriculture 
sector with their parents but 


scheduled later this month 
between U.S. President Bill 
Clinton. Palestinian Presi- 
dent Yasser Arafat and Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu were a last 
chance to revive the peace 
process. 


secution could, in the 
future, be prevented from 
reaching Europe. 

The ECRC underlined 
that the Kurds were fleeing 
from areas of Turkey and 
Iraq where there was con- 
sistent evidence of human 
rights abuses, making it 
incumbent on EU govern- 
ments to admit them and 
consider their asylum appli- 
cations. 

“Under no circumstances 
should an asylum-seeker be 
returned to a country where 
they risk human rights 
abuses.” Mr. Baneke said. 


are not paid said the report, 
which was compiled in col- 
laboration with the Interna- 
tional Labour Organisation. 

’The report said the prob- 
lem of child labour in Syria 
was not a cause for concern, 
and that Syria regards chil- 
dren’s Issues as important and 
has passed several laws to 
protect them." Tishrin said 

The report said that 45 per 
cent of Syria’s population — 
estimated at 13.8 million in 
1994 — was under the age of 
IS. 

Syrian law prohibits chil- 
dren under 12 from working, 
no matter what the nature of 
the work and conditions, the 
report said adding that prima- 
ry education was “compulso- 
ry and free." 


Iran hotly debates Khatami’s regrets 
for U.S. embassy hostage taking 


Iran signals its not ready 
for congressman’s visit 


Turkey seeks to buy F-15 
fighters in retaliation to 
Greece — report ■ 


EU accused of overreaction 
to Kurdish refugee influx 


Child labour on the rise 
in Syria — report 
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JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 773111-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 


14:10 —..Sandokan 

14:30 French Programmes 

16:15 Prayers 

16:30 Believe and Behave 

17:00 Skippy 

17:30 Square One TV 

18:00 Gillette Sports 

18:30 .News Headlines 

18 35 ..A Whole New Ballgame 

19HK) News in French 

1 9: 1 5 Ramadan Talks 

19:35 Black Hal Chef 

20:00 What Would You Do? 

2030 Encounter 

21:10 ..Hollywood Remembers 

22:00 News in English 

22:30 ......Marguerite Volant 

23:15 Feilure film: Three Fugi- 
tives" 

23:59 Jslam in a Changing 
World 


PRAYER TIMES 


05:11 

06:32 

....(Sunrise! Duha 

11:44 


14-33 


16:56 



.‘Isha 



CHURCHES 

St Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh. Tel. 810740 


Assemblies of God Church 
Tel. 6327S5. 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunciation 
Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 
661757. 

Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
.Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

Sl Ephraim Church Tel. 
771751. 

Amman Internationa] Church 
Tel. 865897 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. 324328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. 81 1295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

6J4I90. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied In- the Depur- 
meni of Meteorology 


Stable weather conditions will 
prevail with temperatures rising 
gradually. Skies will be portly 
cloudy, there will be a chance of 
scattered showers in the morn- 
ing, and winds northwesterly 
moderate to active, in Aqaba, 
skies will be partly cloudy, 
winds northerly moderate to 

aetbe. and seas calm. 


Amman -1/7 

Aqaba .07/15 

Deserts -2/8 

Jordan Valley — 06/J4 


Yesterday's high temperature!': 
Amman 03. Aqaba 13 Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 88 per 
rent. Aqaba 56 per cent 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. GhaJeb Zawaideh 73601 1 

DcTawfiq Qub'ain 62302V 

Dr. Hfeham Kan 'an, 790286 

Dr. Khaldoun AsTour.-..699440 
Ferdows pharmacy .778336 


A1 Asema pharmacy ....637055 
Al Salam pharmacy .....636730 

Yacoub pharmacy ,644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy ...637660 
Nainoukh pharmacy ....623672 
ERBID: 

Dr- Fawzi Ahul Haija... 252970 

AI Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Akram Haddad 985550 

Khaiifeh pharmacy 9S5417 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre ...6371 1 1 

Civil Defence Dept 661 1 1 1 

Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency ..199 
Rescue Police 192. 621 1 II. 
637777 

Fire Brigade ,617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police .896390 

Public Security Department 

630321 

Hotel Complaints .........605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints .‘.7871 1 1 

Telephone Information (direc- 


tory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623)01 

Abdaii Telephone Repairs 
661101 

Jordan Television 773) 1 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority 680(00 


Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power Company 
636381 

KJ Flight Information 
0853200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport OS- 
53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 
813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity’ 6+128 1 /6 

Akileh Maternity .642441/2 

Jahai Amman Maternity 

- 642362 

Malhas, J. Amman .636140 

Palestine* Shmeisani ....6U707 1 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital S45845 

Ai-Muasher Hospital 667227/9 
The Islamic, Abdaii 666 1 26/37 
Al-AhL Abdaii 664164/6 


Italian. Al-Muhttfrcen 777 101/3 


Ai-Bashir. 775111/26 

Army. Marka 89161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 

60224G/5U 

Aiual Hospital .674155 


The Arab Centre for Heart 

and Special Surgery X65I99 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital ..(09)986732 
AI Hikma Modern Hospital 

(09)990990 

IRBED: 

Princess Bosnia Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafces Hospital 

(O2)247J00 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
AIRPORT 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

07:15 Sanaa (Rf) 

W:25 Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

10*05 Muscat. Dubai (RJ) 

10:05 Beirut (RJ) 


10:15 Doha. Bahrain (RJ» 

10: 15... Jakarta. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

1 1 :3ft Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 

17:15 Cairo (RJ) 

17:30 ....London. Frankfort rRJ) 


ft l iflO-Chicago. Amsterdam (RJ) 
Other Flights 


1435 Istanbul (TK i 

14:40 Munich I YP) 

16:30 Rome (AZ) 

18:30 .. Dubai. Damascus fEK* 

20.-00 —Tel Aviv (LV i 

20:10 -..Beirut (ME) 

20:4ft Cairn (MS) 

22:20 London (BA) 

23:35 Amsterdam (KLj 

23:35 -Larauca (CY) 

Royal Wings l RW) Flights 

07:45 Aqaba (RW) 

09:05 ....Amman (QAlA) fRW) 
09:50 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW) 

17:20 .Tel Aviv (RW) 

18 JO ....Amman(QAlA)(RWi 

21:20 Aqaba (RW) 

223ft ...Ammaii(NIarkaAirpon)iRW) 


DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flighty 

06:20 .... — Beirut (RJ) 

0&25 Amsterdam. New York fly) 


11:25 — Vienna. Frankfurt (RJ) 

12:00 Geneva, Madrid (RJ 1 

12:00 Brussels, Paris (RJ) 

12:15 London (RJ) 

12:30_ Aqaba, Cairo (RJ) 

19:30 Jeddah (RJ) 

20:20 Lamaca (RJ) 

21:00 ...Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 
23:00 ..Jeddah (RJ) 

I 

Other Flights j 

02:25 -..Amsterdam (KL) 

03:00 Athens (OA) 

15:40 Munich (YP) 

15:45 Istanbul (TK) 

17:30 Rome (AZ) 

19:30 ...Dubai (EK.) 

21:20 .Tel Aviv (LY1 

21:40 .Cairo (MS) 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
06:45 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW) 

08:15 Aqaba (RW) 

09:30 ...Amman (QAIAl(RW) 
17:45 Amman (Marka Airport! 
(RWi 

17:55 .Tel Aviv (RW) 

20 JO ....Amman (QAIA) (RW) 
21:50 .Aqaba (RW) 







' T'-fii. ' ^ ■ 


% 




K 


'if 


-'•ter* 








'll 


Home News 




erreaction 

:e influx 


uch 

*-*- • ■ i .,.nj< . 


:•? rrs-rt 


i •% PI to i.va 

*xip 


« :n 

_ „ * 

v? a 

lilt:. 

El 


eek 

rd.r 

:r". . •; FiV. 

per- 

the 



- ‘ ' 

kind 


por- 

• 

wi;. 

r • • - ~-c 

0?'iC 



nvs. 

' V.J. 

per- 

M; 3 


SNOW IS FUN: Two children play in the snow amongst the Roman ruins on 
Amman's Citadel Hill Monday, after the first snowstorm of the winter. Heavy 
snowfall paralysed activity in Amman, blocked all roads to the capital, and closed 
both of the city’s airports (AFP photo) 

Saudi investor establishes 
investment firm in Jordan 
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By Issam Qadamani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The multi-bil- 
lionaire Saudi Prince A I 
Walk! Ben TaluJ. in eoopera- 
...lion with Jordanian, foreign, 
and Arab .investors, has estab- 
. lished.an investment compa- 
ny in Jordan with a capital of 
JDl million. 

The firm, the Business and 
Tourism Company (BTC), 
will engage in several invest- 
ment projects in Aqaba and 
Amman. 

BTC Managing Director 
Bassam Maayeh scud inde- 
pendent investors, including 
Gulf and Arab financiers. will 
build and operate on land 
parcels sold by the BTC. 

Prince Watid, who intends 
to open a branch of the 
international chain Planet 
Hollywood in Amman, is a 
shareholder in Philadelphia 
Investment Bank. Magnesia 
Company, and the Red Sea 
Investments Company: 

He also owns other invest- 


ment companies that are cur- 
rently managing investments 
in CitiBank. the Four Sea- 
sons Hotel in Amman, and 
the Movenpick resorts in 
Aqaba and the Dead Sea. 

The BTC is expected to 
' finalise a JD32C million pro- 
ject in Aqaba ip 1999 with a 
projected annual profit of S I 
billion. 

The project will develop 
the shores of Aqaba to create 
a man-made lagoon on an 
open area of 25 dunums cur- 
rently owned by the govern- 
ment. 

The tourism resort, which 
will have 14 hotels with 

3,000 rooms, will be located 
west of the Aqaba city centre 
and north of the limited tradi- 
tional beach area. 

It will include a recreation- 
al park and an entertainment 
island linked to die hotels. 

The island’s restaurants, 
clubs, amusement sites, con- 
ference and commercial cen- 
tres. as well as a golf course, 
polo field, horseback riding 


track, tennis and squash 
courts, and a shopping mall, 
are expected to draw thou- 
sands of tourisLs every year. 

The project will recrui L 

5.000 workers during eon- 
, sjryctipn and create, . 8.000 
permanent jobs. 

■Mr. Maayeh added, that the 
BTC appointed the consult- 
ing firm Arthur Andersen to 
conduct a feasibility study for 
the project 

According to the study, the 
project will generate a profit 
of $8 billion to $12 billion 
over the next 1 2 years. 

The Cabinet approved the 
project proposal on May 25. 
1 997. after it won the backing 
of the Ministry of Tourism 
and Antiquities. 

Jordan currently has 157 
hotels with 92268 rooms, up 
from 5,793 in 1984. accord- 
ing to ministry' figures. 

The bulk of hotels are 
located in Amman, followed 
by Aqaba with 17 per cent 
and Petra with ten per cent. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Iftar banquet postponed 

AMMAN (Petra.) — The ceremonies 
department at the Royal Court Monday 
announced that the iftar banquet which HRH 
Crown Prince Hassan had scheduled tor 
Tuesday at Jabri’s Hashemite Hall has been 
postponed due to adverse weather condi- 
tions. The new date will be announced later. 

Jordanian embassy’ in Germany begins 
Ramadan campaign 

BONN tPetra) — On the occasion of 
Ramadan, the Jordanian embassy in Bonn 
has launched a charity campaign to raise 
contributions from the Jordanian communi- 
ty here to help poor families in Jordan, assist 
Jordanian students, and establish self-help 
projects. The embassy has opened a special 


account for the charity campaign so that 
donations can be deposited until the end of 
Ramadan, at which time they will be trans- 
ferred to the charity campaign’s Higher 
Committee in Amman. 

American Middle East expert arrives 

AMMAN (Petra) — An American expert in 
Middle East affairs and Syrian-lsraeli rela- 
tions arrived here Tuesday to participate in 
several activiics organised by the U.S. Infor- 
mation and Cultural Centre on the occasion 
of Ramadan. Mohammd Muslih will 
address a workshop held today under the 
theme 'Islam and the West,” followed by a 
lecture to be held later at the centre. A num- 
ber of inellectuals and diplomats will rake 
pan in the two functions. 


(Or- 




FILMS 

* “Siilles Land” at Goethe-InstituL Jaba! 
Amman at 7:00 p.m. 

* “Tananiara” fParl I) at the British Council. 
Jabal Amman at 6:00 p.m. 

CONCERT 

* Musical performance by Al Hannounah 
Musical Band at the Royal Cultural Centre at 
8:00 p.m. 

SECOND PLASTIC ART WEEK 

* Abstract { plastic) an by several artists a i the 
Royal Cultural Centre, until Jan. 17. 

+ Film on the life of Spanish sculptor Chida at 
the Royal Cultural Centre at 7:00 p.m. 

* Seminar on sculpture in Jordan with the par- 


licipalion ol'Dr. M;i 2 on Da’seh and critic Hussein 
Da ‘sell at the Rbval Cultural Centre. 

EXHIBITIONS 

•* Installation by Jurdaniun artist Ali Jabri l until 
Jan. 27). Also displaying contemporary Arab 
artist exhibition (until Jan. 31). and an exhibition 
of prints by Algerian artist Koraishi. and calligra- 
phy by Iraqi artist Massoudi. inspired by the 
poems of Mahmoud Darwish (until Jan. 1 5). at 
Dural Al Funun, Juba! A I Wcibdch. 

+ Exhibition of writing arabesque, miniature on 
silk bv Hatouf Hijazi Tabba’a. at the Joidan Arts 
and Crafts Centre, Jabal Amman. 2nd Circle. 
/Tel. 647858) until Jan. 15. 

* Works by about a hundred artists from Iraq. 
Syria. Sudan. Lebanon and Jordan at Hamourabi 
An Gallery. Gardens Street, until Feb. 20 (Tel. 
5536098).’ 
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Court acquits former editor of all charges 

‘The media is like any other means of expressing opinion * 


By Rami Husseini 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — In a land- 
mark ruling, the Amman 
Court of First Instance has 
acquitted a Conner editor 
of a weekly newspaper of 
charges ranging from inac- 
curacy in reporting to 
fuelling bigotry in the 
Kingdom. 

Tawfiq Kiwan. 62. for- 
mer editor of Akhbur Al 
Asboua (Weekly News), 
was charged in July 1996 
with overlooking objectiv- 
ity and honest)’ in report- 
ing on news, publishing 
inaccurate news, fuelling 
bigotry, inciting people to 
criminal acts, and threat- 
ening the country’s securi- 
ty in three articles that 
were published in the 
newspaper on Nov. 30. 
1995. 

In his ruling. Presiding 
Judge Tawfiq Queisi stat- 
ed that "the media is like 
any other means of 
expressing opinion in our 
Jordanian society and our 


U.N. 

programme 


grants 


$50,000 to 
local NGOs 


By Hind-Lara Mango 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Five local non- 
governmental organisations 
(NGOs) have been granted a 
total of $50,000 through the 
Partnership for Development 
Programme (PDP). a United 
Nations Development Pro- 
• gramme (UNDP). 

Several of the approved 
projects concentrate on com- 
bating illiteracy and providing 
training for women. The pro- 
jects that received funding 
include a proposal submitted 
by the Jordanian Women’s 
Union for the creation of a. 
sewing centre to enable 
women to acquire income- 
generating skills. Combating 
illiteracy in support of voca- 
tional training centres for 
women was another proposal 
that will receive landing by 
the PDP. 

A medical plant project, as 
well as bee hive and poultry 
production projects in the 
northern pan of the Kingdom, 
was also approved for PDP 
funding to serve low-income 
families there. 

According to the UNDP 
resident representative in Jor- 
dan. Jorgen Lissner, projects 
eligible for PDP funding have 
to be environmentally friend- 
ly. gender sensitive, and sus- 
tainable. He told the Jordan 
Times that the aim is to enable 
small. local NGOs to establish 
income-generating projects in 
a sustainable manner. 

"Too many international 
projects are focused on the 
capital and do not really affect 
the daily lives of low-income 
groups.” Mr. Lissner pointed 

OUL 

The UNDP has also been 
actively funding NGOs in 
environmental protection in 
Jordan through its small grant 
programme (br environmental 
NGOs. Half a million dollars 
was approved in 1996 lo be 
awarded over a period of 
three years. 

“It is these NGOs chat play 
an important part in resolving 
what seem io be minor prob- 
lems. (hut] which ultimately 
affect the lives of Jordanians 
throughout the country.” said 
Mr. Lissner. 

For the past ten years, the 
PDP has been active in over 
40 countries to support small 
NGOs that find it difficult to 
attract international funding. 
The PDP complements the 
Social Productivity Pro- 
gramme (SPPl. a package 
providing lor compensatory 
mechanisms lor the poor and 
those who may stand to lose 
from economic reforms and 
the structural adjustment pro- 
gramme. The SPP was initiat- 
ed last April by die Jordanian 
government and is supported 
by the UNDP and other U.N. 
agencies. 


democratic system.” 

“The press is one of the 
mosi essential tools creat- 
ed by humans to defend 
and protect their freedoms 
and rights,” Judge Queisi 
said. 

Judge Queisi. who hears 
only press-related cases, 
added: “Freedom of the 
press i> the means to con- 
nect and unite individuals 
in our community. 

“When this freedom is 
granted, the media pro- 
vides our community with 
needed information on 
issues that concern them 
and the value of workers 
in society. This allows 
people to learn what is 
good and what is bad — 
all for the benefit of our 
society.” the judge said. 

Judge Queisi pointed out 
that freedom of press is 
also important on the 
political level, “because 
the press is the true 
expression of the democ- 
ratic process, and with it 
people can participate in 
making decisions." 


Mr. Kiwan was arrested 
on July 24 for four days 
following a complaint 
filed by "the former direc- 
tor of the Press and Publi- 
cations Department. 
Mohammad Amin, con- 
cerning three news items 
that were published in the 
Nov. 30. 1 995 issue. 

One of the articles was 
entitled “A secret dialogue 
between the American 
administration and the Jor- 
danian opposition par- 
ties.” 

Another news item was 
about an armed gang that 
allegedly attacked and 
robbed a bank. 

A third brief news item 
charged that some secret 
agents from neighbouring 
countries entered the 
Kingdom to obtain Jordan- 
ian passpons. 

“The prosecution was 
wrong in its charges that 
the newspaper [Akhbar Al 
Asboua J. with its reporting 
on thoughts, political 
events, and internal criti- 
cism. was inciting people 


to criminal acts and under- 
mining national unity.” 
Judge Queisi said. 

“It is incorrect to con- 
clude wrongdoing solely 
from publishing" critical 
material and commencing 
on events.” Judge Queisi 
said, adding “therefore, it 
is our belief that our 
democratic basis calls for 
respecting human rights 
and guaranteeing freedom 
of thought and expression 
to meet the changes in the 
modem world." 

In July 1996, a number 
of journalists were arrest- 
ed and interrogated fol- 
lowing a statement issued 
by the previous Parliament 
urging the authorities and 
the media to take measures 
to stop writing that they 
said harmed national unity 
and Arab and Islamic val- 
ues. 

Some deputies, mostly 
Islamists, at that time crit- 
icised some articles pub- 
lished in the weekly 
tabloids. which they 
described as '’indecent” 


and "unethical” in their 
approach. 

In January 1997, the Jor- 
dan Press Association 
(JPA) also issued a state- 
ment expressing its dis- 
may over the content of 
some weekly newspapers, 
which, the association 
said, were tarnishing cul- 
ture. values, and tradition. 

The association main- 
tained that these newspa- 
pers were abusing press 
freedoms and further 
warned that journalists not 
abiding by press ethics 
would be punished and 
possibly expelled from the 
. association. 

In May 1997. the gov- 
: ernmenr amended the 
Press and Publications 
Law. forcing dozens of 
weekly newspapers to 
close, an event critics 
described as suffocating 
the freedom of the press. 

The government defend- 
ed its move by describing 
the amendments as lifting 
the ceiling of press free- 
doms. 


Majali examines emergency preparations, 
urges measures to prevent accidents 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Suhm 
Majali on Monday visited 
the Ministry of Interior and 
the Civil Defence Depart- 
ment (CDD) to receive 
briefings on their prepara- 
tions to deal with emergen- 
cies resulting from the pre- 
vailing weather conditions. 

Dr. Majali, who was 
accompanied by Amman 
Mayor Mamdouh Abbadi, 
was briefed by CDD Direc- 
tor Deeb Maani. who point- 
ed to the possible danger of 
a large number 1 of oil tanker 
trucks within the vicinity of 


the Jordan Petroleum Refin- 
ery in Zarqa. He explained 
that oil spilt on the area can 
cause the roads to be slip- 
per)'. which might result in 
accidents. 

The prime minister 
instructed the Ministry of 
Interior and the CDD to 
deal with the situation 
immediately to ensure pub- 
lic safety. 

La ter. the prime minister 
called at the University of 
Jordan and toured a number 
of western Amman districts, 
inspecting the road clearing 
operations. 


Also Monday. Minister of 
Agriculture Mijhem 

Khreisha released a state- 
ment saying that the rains of 
the past two days will have 
a very beneficial effect on 
the agricultural season in 
the Kingdom's different 
regions, which are expected 
to yield a good harvest of 
field crops, cereals, wheat 
and barley, and fruit trees. 

The rain and the snow are 
bound to replenish not only 
the reservoirs behind the 
country’s dams but also the 
underground aquifers, while 
, thftMiQW will help eliminate 


pests, according to the min- 
ister. 

In a statement to the Jor- 
dan News Agency. Petra, 
the minister urged fanners 
to immediately begin plant- 
ing fruit and forest trees. He 
noted that the Kingdom will 
celebrate Arbor Day on Jan. 
15. an annual event marking 
the start of the agricultural 
season. 

According to the minister, 
the main tree planting cele- 
bration will be held under 
Royal patronage on the 
campus of Balqa Applied 
Sciences University in Salt. 


U.N. organfsation begins 5-year, $16m 
agricultural development programme 


.AMMAN (Petra) — The 
World Food Programme 
(WFP), an arm of the 
Rome-based U.N. Food and 
Agriculture Organisation 
(FAO). announced Monday 
that ii has embarked on a 
five-year. S16 million pro- 
gramme to help Jordan 
carry out agricultural and 
rural development projects. 

A report detailing the 
plans said that between 
1997 and 2002. the WFP 
will spend the funds to pro- 
vide expertise, equipment, 
agricultural inputs, and 


foodstuffs to needy fanners. 
The programme also entails 
training farmers and provid- 
ing them with agricultural 
exlens ion and guidance ser- 
vices in matters connected 
with planting trees and 
increasing food production. 

Under the programme, the 
report said, the WFP will 
help Jordan plant fruit trees 
on more than 120,000 
dunums of land, develop 
highlands for the benefit of 
at least 4.800 poor families, 
and create 25 cooperative 
societies. According to the 


report, these can develop 
another 130,000 dunums of 
highlands and pasture 
lands, where at least 

156,000 heads of sheep can 
graze. 

The WFP. which began 
giving aid to Jordan in 
1963. is satisfied with 'its 
cooperation with the King- 
dom in agricultural and 
rural development and in 
improving the country’s 
general environment, said 
the report. 

Since 1963, the WFP has 
financed the implementa- 


tion of 25 development pro- 
jects and 14 emergency 
schemes, together worth 
$171 million, according to 
the report. 

In the period 1990-1997. 
the WFP helped Jordan 
carry out projects for the 
settlement of the bedouins, 
develop water and agricul- 
tural resources, plant fruit 
and olive trees, create graz- 
ing lands for livestock, pro- 
vide food aid to small farm- 
ers and needy communities, 
and other relevant activi- 
ties, the report said. 


Housing study finds increase in number of co-ops 


AMMAN (Petra) — A 
study conducted by the 
Housing and Urban Devel- 
opment Corporation 

/HUDC) on housing coop- 
erative societies in Jordan 
revealed thar in the last five 
years there has been a sharp 
increase in the number of 
such societies, which now 
number 101. 

The study noted that these 
societies concern them- 
selves with finding plots of 
land for housing projects 
for their members, who 
build their own housing 


units. 

The study revealed that 
high and medium-income 
groups, including doctors, 
engineers, and pharmacists, 
benefit mainly from these 
projects. In contrast, no 
societies have been offering 
this kind of service to limit- 
ed-income groups, the 
study found. 

Lack of sufficient funds 
for short or long-term loans 
prevent the low-income 
groups from taking advan- 
tage of such projects, it 
added. 


The study pointed out. 
however, that in accordance 
with recent amendments to 
regulations, these societies 
have been able to assign 
small plots of land, ranging 
between 350 to 200 square 
metres in area, to low- 
income groups for prices 
that these groups can afford. 

It also noted that benefi- 
ciaries of these societies' 
projects have been paying 
the government registration 
fees and taxes twice: once 
when they buy the land and 
the second time when the 


housing societies rum over 
their land to the ownership 
of the beneficiaries, who 
pay registration fees to 
receive the deeds. 

The study recommended 
that the government charge 
fees only once, upon the 
registration of the plot of 
land in their names. 

It also recommended that 
the housing societies be 
. helped financially so as to 
be able to offer their ser- 
vices to help the limited- 
income families own 
homes. 


Jordan commemorates 50th anniversary 
of human rights declaration this year 


By Hind-Lara Mango 

Special to the Jordan Times 

A MM .AN — The United 
Nations Development Pro- 
gramme (UNDP) in Jordan 

will be commemorating the 
50th anniversary of the Uni- 
versal Declaration of Human 
Rigiits this year by conduct- 
ing awareness campaigns and 
focusing on women’s issues, 
said Jorgen Lissner, UNDP 
resident representative in Jor- 
dan. 

“This year has been 
declared as the anniversary of 
the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights," said Mr. 
Lissner. explaining that Unit- 


ed Nations offices al! over the 
world will celebrate this 
event in different ways. 

In Jordan, the focus will be 
on women’s rights, part of the 
human rights slogan. Accord- 
ing to Mr. Lissner, the UNDP 
is keen on discussing ways of 
celebrating this event with 
the Jordanian National Com- 
mittee for Women. 

The declaration's 30 provi- 
sions predominantly stress 
freedom of speech, religion, 
and assembly. In Jordan, a 
series of events relating to the 
importance of the declaration 
will be lined up. Schools, 
universities, and the armed 
forces will be approached to 


further promote interest in 
human rights, Mr. Lissner 
said. 

On Dec. 10, 1948. the U.N. 
General Assembly adopted 
this declaration, setting forth 
a mechanism that was emu- 
lated by post-colonial coun- 
tries. Such countries have 
incorporated parts or all of 
the declaration in their consti- 
tutions and legislation. 

*To do justice to the many 
facets of the Universal Decla- 
ration of Human Rights, you 
need time.” he saii adding 
that this will not be difficult 
to plan in a country such as 
Jordan, which shows a ‘‘dear 
commitment to human 


rights." 

Despite the worldwide 
adoption of this declaration, 
human rights violations con- 
tinue to take place all over the 
world. The U.N. Commis- 
sion on Human Rights in 
Geneva reviews the human 
rights records of countries 
annually. 

“The human rights record 
for Jordan is positive in many 
respects," stated Mr. Lissner, 
explaining that the UNDP 
will be looking at means of 
enhancing this record 
through constructive solin 
tions pertaining to issues 
such as freedom of speech 
and freedom of the press. 
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One dead, another missing 
as floods hit north Australia 



Taleban 

publicly 

execute 


Angry Shiite protesters bum furniture in a Lahore street following an attack by 
unidentified gunmen who massacred at least 22 Shiite Muslims (Reuters photo) 

Pakistani mob rampage 
to protest Lahore slayings 


and ministerial offices of 
the Punjab provincial gov- 
ernment. 

Witnesses said they broke 
open the main gate but 
police foiled the attempt. 

Officials said police had 
been ordered to take the 
necessary action to restore 
order. 

An underground Sunni 
extremist group Lashkur-e- 
Jhangvi has claimed the 
responsibility for the attack, 
newspaper reports said 
Monday. 

The group’s founder Riaz 
Basra in telephone message 
published in local daily 
Jang and The News said the 
attack on a Shiite gathering 
was in “retaliation" for pre- 
vious killings in Sunni 
mosques. 

Police tightened security 
in Lahore where main mar- 
kets and commercial centres 
were closed in protest at the 
massacre, local officials 
said. 

Large numbers of police 
blocked roads at key inter- 
sections and stepped up 
street patrols ahead of 
funeral prayers to be held at 
the Nasir Bagh ground. 

Sources said slogan- 
chanting youths demanding 
the arrest of the killers, pelt- 
ed vehicles with stones. 

They said the jeep used by 
assailants in die drive-bv 
shooting had been found 
abandoned in the city late 
Sunday. The vehicle had a 
fake number plate. 

Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif hinted at the involve- 
ment of foreigners in the 
Lahore ki Hines, one of the 


worst cases of sectarian vio- 
lence in the country's histo- 
ry. but he did not identity 
the country by name. 

TJP leaders suspect the 
involvement of the Sunni 
militant group Sipah-e- 
Sahab Pakistan (SSP). Sajid 
Naqvi chief of the TJP, a 
politicai ally of Mr. 
Sharif's, told a news confer- 
ence that foreign agents 
could also be involved. 

Lahore's police chief 
Zulfikar Ali Cheema said 2 1 
people detained on suspi- 
cion of involvement w'ere 
all SSP activists or mem- 
bers of its splinter group 
Lashkar-e-Jhanvj which has 
gone underground. 

Security was tightened in 
other key Pakistani cities 
also amid fears of sectarian 
violence after the Lahore 
massacre, sources said. 

Police said raids had also 
been conducted in other 
cities but they could not 
give the exact number of 
people detained. 

Mr. Basra added in the 
newspaper reports that the 
massacre was also in retali- 
ation for the death of Qari 
Allah Wasaya, an activist in 
his group, in police custody 
last week. 

The newspapers quoted 
Mr. Basra repeating 
demands for the release of a 
key Lashkar leader Malik 
Ishuq. 

Mr. Ishaq, whose head 
carried an aw’ard of 
$50,000. was arrested in the 
city of Faisaiabad in Punjab 
province in September on 
charges of involvement in 
several terrorist attacks. 


Thousands rally for imprisoned 
Paraguayan presidential hopeful 


TOWNSVILLE. Australia 
(AFP) — At least one man- 
died and another was miss- 
ing Monday as emergency 
workers mopped up "after 
the worst flooding to hit this 
northern Australian city in 
almost 30 years. 

As Townsville was 
declared a disaster area. 
Canberra offered to pay up 
to three quarters of the dam- 
age bill running into many 
millions of dollars follow- 
ing a weekend of devasta- 
tion caused by the tailend of 
tropical cyclone Sid. 

More than 120 people 
were evacuated from their 
homes and 60 tourists taken 
from nearby Magnetic 
Island resort as it was struck 
by a mudslide at the height 
of the storms that lashed the 
north-east coast. 

Police said the confirmed 
death was of a wheelchair- 


M A NILA (AFP) — The 
family of a slain leftist 
leader said Monday they 
want charges laid against 
20 Philippine military 
officers and soldiers in 
connection with the 
unsolved 1986 murder. 

Lawyers for the family 
of the slain leader. 
Rolando Olalia cited the 
emergence of a new wit- 
ness against the military 
men. 

The new witness, a for- 
mer soldier, has submit- 
ted a deposition with the 
justice department alleg- 
ing that he and the 20 
others took part in the 
1986 abduction and mur- 
der of Olalia. then leader 
of the leftist labour 
coalition, the May One 
Movement (KMU). as 
well as Olalia's driver. 

"We are convinced that 
this case rests on strong 
factual and legal grounds 
sufficient to" sustain a 
conviction against the 
accused." the lawyers 
said in a statement. 

The new witness, a for- 


HONG KONG (AFP) — 
Hong Kong officials 
Monday claimed an initial 
victory in the fight against 
a deadly bird flu virus say- 
ing no new cases had been 
delected in the past two 
weeks after a huge chicken 
slaughter in the territory. 

“if seems that the mass 
chicken cull has proved 
effective in controlling" the 
spread of the H5N1 virus, 
which claimed four lives, 
with no new cases in past 
two weeks, one health offi- 
cial said. 

The two-week “safe peri- 
od" was fixed by doubling 
the five to seven day incu- 
bation period seen in flu 
patients. 

A Health Department 
spokesman said the onset 
date of the last case was 
Dec. 28. a day before the 
mass slaughter of some 1.5 
million chickens in Hong 
Kong in a drastic move to 
halt the spread of the dis- 
eases. 

However, the govern- 
ment is still undecided on 
what to do with other poul- 
try as initial tests on duck 
excrement, showed some 
also carried the H5 vims. 

“We are still closely 
monitoring the situation.” 
with various measures to 
deal with ducks including 
setting up a central slaugh- 

2 killed 

BRUSSELS (AFP) — 
Two security guards were 
killed near Liege Monday 
when their money trans- 
port was attacked by four 
armed robbers disguised 
as policemen, judicial 
officials said. 

The gunmen opened Fire 


bound man trapped inside 
his car when it was swept 
off a flooded bridge into a 
stormwater drain. " 

Another man miraculous- 
ly survived unscathed after 
being swept six kilometres 
through a stormwater drain. 

A third man. aged 28. was 
feared drowned after he dis- 
appeared in the churning 
floodwaters of a river north 
of here. 


About 16 

other people 

reported missing 

were 

accounted 

for in 

the 

Townsville 

area 

on 

Australia's east coast 

1.200 

kilometres 

north 

of 

Brisbane. 




The tourists, many from 
Europe on a snorkelling 
holiday, were brought eight 
kilometres to the mainland 
after the mudslide demol- 
ished a wing of the island's 
International Resort. 


mer sergeant, reportedly 
said he was pan of the 
plot to kidnap and kill 
Olalia and that he was 
only coming out now 
because two of his com- 
patriots had been killed 
and he feared the same 
thing might happen to 
him." 

Among those alleged 
to be behind the killing 
are two colonels, a cap- 
tain, a major, a navy 
lieutenant commander. 
1 2 sergeants, two corpo- 
rals and a civilian jour- 
nalist close to then 
Defence Secretary Juan 
Ponce Enrile. 

The soldiers are affili- 
ated with the Reform the 
Armed . Forces 

Movement ( RAM ). ' ' a 
right-wing military cabal 
closely affiliated" with 
Mr. "Enrile w’ho now 
serves as a senator. 

The RAM, along with 
Mr. Enrile, helped spark 
the popular revolt that 
toppled then-President 
Ferdinand Marcos from 
power in February’. 1986. 


terhouse. the health 
spokesman said. 

“We have not reached 
decision yet whether to 
slaughter." all the estimat- 
ed 50.000 ducks in 73 
farms in the territory as a 
precautionary measure, he 
said. 

Results of tests on ducks 
and other remaining poul- 
try are expected in seven to 
10 days time, said Acting 
Chief Secretary Michael 
Suen. who is heading the 
government taskforce to 
curb the spread of the 
deadly virus. 

“We will make a decision 
when we've received the 
full report," he told 
reporters Sunday. 

The virus is common to 
ducks and geese and is 
harmless to them but dead- 
ly to chickens when trans- 
mitted. a spokesman for 
the health department said. 

Of the 17 cases of H5N1 
virus, previously only 
known to infect birds 
before the Hong Kong out- 
break. five remain in hospi- 
tal. with three in critical 
condition. One other case 
is suspected. 

The Hospital Authority, 
however, has warned the 
illness could reemerge 
close to rhe influenza sea- 
son and medical staff 
should be on alert. 


on the occupants of the 
armoured transport at a 
motorway exit around 
7:00 a.m. (0600 GMT) 
near Waremme. The secu- 
rity men died instantly. 

Posing as gendarmes, 
the robbers had stopped 
the transport using a blue 


Flooding caused land- 
slides and rockfalls. cutting 
road and rail links and left 
20.000 people wiihout elec- 
tricity while other services, 
including water and 
telecommunications, were 
also affected. The airport 
was reopened on Monday 
but the city remained with- 
out train services. 

Police spokesman 

Sergeant Brian Perry said 
people were expected to 
return to their homes to 
begin the clean-up later 
Monday, adding: “The 

floodwaters have receded 
quite substantially 

overnight.” 

The weather bureau said 
almost 700 millimetres of 
rain had been dumped, giv- 
ing Townsville half its nor- 
mal annual rainfall and its 
highest recorded downpour 
in history. 


However they later 
launched several failed 
coup attempts against 
Marcos’ successor. 
Corazon Aquino. 

The government signed 
a peace agreement with 
the RAM. granting them 
amnesty for their coup 
attempts in 1995 and one 
of the RAM leaders, 
coup-plotter and former 
Colonel Gregorio 

Honasan was elected to 
the Philippine Senate in 
May, 1995. 

Some of the accused, 
interviewed over local 
radio stations, dismissed 
the new accusation as 
pan of previous, failed 
attempts to link the 
RAM to the killing of 
Olalia which came just 
days before a RAM-led 
coup try. 

At the time, it was 
widely believed that 
Olalia's killing was 
intended to stir up unrest 
and prepare the ground 
for the coup attempt. * 


Experts are still continu- 
ing their search to isolate 
the source of the infection 
us authorities step up a 
clean-up of public markets. 

The Hong Kong outbreak 
of H5N1 has fuelled fears 
of a possible international 
epidemic should clear evi- 
dence of hunian-to-human 
transmission emerge. 

Expens at the U.S.-based 
Centres for Disease 
Control in Atlanta have 
said, however, they are 
increasingly confident that 
bird flu is not easily spread 
from person to person. 

The government and 
World Health Organisation 
experts are studying 16 
species of birds and ani- 
mals including cats and 
dogs as pan of a compre- 
hensive study to trace the 
origin of the virus, a 
spokesman for the health 
department said. 

Hong Kong closed poul- 
try farms and markets last 
month before the mass 
slaughter and has banned 
the import of chickens 
from China until early next 
month. 

The bird flu scare 
prompted Vietnam 

Saturday to ban imports of 
chickens from several 
countries including Hong 
Kong and China. 


light mounted on their 
car. 

They fled with an 
unknown amount of 
money after throwing 
nails on the road to hinder 
pursuers, leaving some 40 
vehicles stranded with 
punctured tires. 


Meanwhile. tropical 
cyclone Katrina rated a 
“severe" category three on a 
scale of one to five, was 
1.600 kilometres from the 
coast, near the Solomon 
Islands and moving slowly 
north-westwards towards 
Papua New Guinea. 

Before leaving for 
Townsville to inspect the 
devastation, acting Prime 
Minister Tim Fischer 
praised the work of local 
rescuers and armed forces 
personnel who deployed 
high-wheeled vehicles and 
helicopters in the rescue. 

Under national disaster 
relief arrangements. 

Canberra will pay "half the 
cost if the bill reaches 29.5 
million Australian dollars 
(SI 8.8 million) and 75 per 
cent if it exceeds $50 mil- 
lion. 

'Bogus 

refugees 

want 

access to 

Australian 

health 

service ' 

SYDNEY (AFP) — 
People from the Asia- 
Pacific region are seeking 
refugee status in Australia 
to gain access to surgical 
operations under the stare- 
funded health service. 
Immigration Minister 
Philip Ruddock said 
Monday. 

Visitors applying for 
asylum with spurious 
applications known as “the 
30 dollar ($20) work visa” 
are automatically covered 
by the Medicare national 
health service and have the 
right to work, he said. 

Their applications some- 
times take years to process 
and in the meantime they 
leave voluntarily as soon 
as they have had their 
operation. 

Mr. Ruddock declined to 
name the nationalities tak- 
ing advantage of 
Medicare, but said more 
than 1 1 .000 applications 
were lodged in the 1 996- 
97 financial year — a rise 
of more than 2,000 per 
cent since a decade earlier 
when the figure stood at 
50°. 

He said anecdotal evi- 
dence showed some people 
were coming from neigh- 
bouring countries for the 
health services offered 
under the Medicare nation- 
al health service. 

"There are reports of 
people seeking to come 
here for a temporary peri- 
od. putting in a claim fora 
protection visa in order to 
be able to have an opera- 
tion carried out at the 
expense of the Australian 
taxpayer." he told ABC 
radio. 

“The impression I have j 
is that they are major oper- 
ations that often require 
quite sophisticated equip- 
ment and involve consider- 
able COM." 

Mr. Ruddock said often 
the people involved with- 
drew their application or 
left Australia of their own 
accord once they had had 
their operations. 

A spokesman for Health 
Minister Michael 

Wooldridge was sceptical 
that the practice was wide- 
spread. but said the minis- 
ter's office would look into 
what impact it may have 
on the health budget and 
discuss the issue with the 
Immigration Department. 

“We do nor have data 
that this is widespread but 
it makes sense that it is 
happening." the 

spokesman said. “If it is 
happening it is a matter for 
immigration to look at 
tightening up entry 
requirements." 


LAHORE (AFP) — 
Hundreds of protesters went 
on the rampage here 
Monday, torching a cinema, 
attacking a court and trying 
to storm a government 
building before the mass 
burial of Shiite Muslims 
massacred in a graveyard, 
police said. 

A total of 23 people 
belonging to the minority 
Shiite sect were gunned 
down Sunday when tltree 
unidentified assailants 
opened fire during a reli- 
gious ceremony at Lahore's 
Mominpura graveyard. 

There was tight security 
across the troubled city 
Monday, with 18.000 police 
manning security road- 
blocks, witnesses said. And 
21 people were arrested in a 
police sweep overnight. 

Sources said 10 coffins 
had already reached the 
city's Nasir Bagh ground 
Monday where the funeral 
was scheduled later in the 
afternoon. 

Sources in the Shiite 
Tehreek-i-Jafria Pakistan 
(TJP) party said four more 
coffins were due later while 
the remaining bodies had 
been transported for burial 
to their hometowns. 

As protesters marched 
through the town, a group of 
around 250 became violent, 
throwing stones at police 
and firing shots in the air. 
They also set fire to a cine- 
ma and pari of the district 
court, witnesses said. 

The rampaging crowd 
then headed towards the 
main secretariat building 
housing the top bureaucracy 


ASUNCION (AFP) — 
Thousands of supporters of 
jailed presidential hopeful 
Lino Oviedo rallied late 
Sunday in an attempt to force 
President Juan Curios 
Wasmosy to release the for- 
mer army chief accused of 
coup plotting. 

At the rally Paraguayan Vice 
President Angel Roberto 
Seifart. who earlier split with 
the president, called for 
Wasmosy 's resignation, 
adding that he would suppon 
Lino Oviedo's presidential 
bid. 

The general is an official 
candidate in the May presi- 
dential elections in this inland 
South American country of 
5.5 million people. 

The crowds gathered at Mr. 
Oviedo’s hometown of 
Caacupe. some 50 kilometers 
east of here. 

The bulk of his supporters 
were farmhands and peasants 
seeking economic assistance, 
though some political opposi- 
tion leaders and former 


TOKYO (AFP) — An Air 
Lanka jet on a flight from 
Tokyo's main Nurita airport 
made an emergency landing 
Monday in southern Japan 
after receiving a bomb threat, 
Jiji Press news agency report- 
ed. 

The emergency landing at 


Wasmosy supporters were 
also present. 

Crowd esti mares range from 
50.000. according to radio 
news reports, and 20.000. 
according to the police. 

Mr. Oviedo was ordered to 
be kept in detention indefinite- 
ly Friday by a military tribunal 
investigating his alleged role 
in an attempted coup against 
Mr. Wasmosy in 1 996. 

Mr. Wasmosy cannot seek 
reeleoion but maintains Mr. 
Oviedo, accused by govern- 
ment officials this week of 
trafficking in toxic waste. Ls a 
threat to democracy. Mr. 
Oviedo countercl larges that 
Mr. Wasmosy 's government is 
rile with corruption, and that 
he has the moral high ground. 

Mr. Oviedo, who is current- 
ly serving a 30-day jail sen- 
tence for insulting the presi- 
dent, had been expected to be 
released Sunday and hit the 
campaign trail. 

Being jailed is but one of 
Mr. Oviedo’s woes. Thursday 
he was formally accused by a 


3-50 p.m. (0650 GMT) fol- 
lowed a telephoned warning 
that a bomb was on board the 
flight, cunying 158 passengers 
and 15 crew, the agency said. 

Police and firelighters were 
searching the aircraft. 

Passengers evacuated from 
the plane directly to the airport 


former Paraguayan diplomat 
of trafficking in German toxic 
waste between I9S9 and 
1994. 

Hundreds of suspicious 
metal drums stored at the cap- 
ital's port are pending a 10- 
day investigation ordered by a 
criminal judge. 

Mr. Ov iedo's lawyers main- 
tain this is just another farce 
dreamt up to derail Mr. 
Oviedo's presidential cam- 
paign. 

Mr. Oviedo's troubles began 
on April 22. 1996. when" he 
was accused of plotting a coup 
d'etat He was stripped of his 
powers and jailed for 54 days, 
only to be released after a 
court said the charges were 
baseless. 

In October, Mr. Oviedo — a 
quirky, diminutive equestrian 
champion who once 
addressed the Argentine, 
Spanish and U.S. media in 
German — went into hiding 
after Mr. Wasmosy sentenced 
him to 30 days in jail for 
insulting him. 


arrival gale, the report said. No 
injuries were reported. 

Flight Air Lanka 455 from 
Narita to Colombo landed at 
Kagoshima airport on the 
southern Japanese Kyushu 
Island, the report said. Further 
details were not immediately 
available. 


assassin m 

southern 

Afghanistan 

KABUL (AFP) — A man 
accused of murdering four 
people and attempting to 
assassinate a Taleban com- 
mander has been executed in 
the southern Afghan strong- 
hold of the hardline militia 
state-run radio announced 
Monday. 

“A group of saboteurs had 
fired at Muliah Naqibullah ... 
injuring him and lulling four 
of his companions," the 
Taleban mouthpiece report- 
ed 

“Fazl Mohammad was cap- 
tured by the security forces 
and after interrogation the 
murderer confessed his 
crime." 

The report said following a 
verdict of “Qisas" ( revenge) 
and with the approval of the 
Taleban 's Kandahar-based 
leader Mullah Mohammad 
Omar, the man was publicly 
executed 

It said following further 
investigations another alleged 
member of the gang has also 
been arrested 

Radio Shariat did not reveal 
the method of execution, but 
in the past the Taleban have 
favoured either hanging or 
the gunning down of a culprit 
with machine gun fire. 

The public execution is the 
first to be announced so far 
this year by the hardline 
Muslim militia who control 
around two thirds of 
Afghanistan including the 
capita] Kabul. 

In 1997 the radio station 
announced 18 executions, 
four forced amputations and 
hundreds of beatings dealt 
out to men accused of trim- 
ming their beards or women 
considered to be improperly 
covered. 


African 
disease kills 
21 more 
Kenyans 

NAIROBI ( AP) — A disease 
outbreak already believed to be 
responsible for deaths of more 
than 300 Kenyans, has claimed 
21 more lives in northeastern 
Kenya medical authorities 
said Monday. 

Rift Valley Fever is spread by 
mosquitoes, sand flies and the 
slaughter of infected animals. 
It causes high fevers, severe 
headaches and vision prob- 
lems. and in severe cases, fetal 
haemorrhaging from the nose 
and other orifices. 

A Red Cross official in the 
region urged residents to bum 
all animal carcasses, saying 
most of the recent victims got 
the virus from handling ailing 
livestock. 

Residents and livestock 
shared water from the same 
dams in Shimbirey, 320 kilo- 
meters northeast of Nairobi. 
Dr. Saade Abdola said. 

In addition, severe flooding 
in northeastern Kenya has 
widely scattered eggs laid by 
the mosquitoes at the edges of 
rivers. 

There is no treatment for Rift 
Valley Fever, but patients ben- 
efit from re hydration and nour- 
ishment. 

The region's impoverished 
population is malnourished, 
undertreaied and ravaged by 
many diseases, especially 
those spread by a lack of clean 
water. 

The virus, endemic to Africa 
was firsi isolated in 1931 dur- 
ing an outbreak in livestock on 
a farm in Kenya's RiftVjUey. H 
causes spontaneous miscar- 
riages in ewes and cows. 

Across the border in 
Somalia dozens of people also 
died recently from Rift Vhlley 
Fever. Exact figures were not 
available. 

Tests were continuing at the 
U.S. Centres for Disease 
Control and Prevention in 
Atlanta and the National 
Institute of Virology in South 
Africa to determine whether 
Rift Valley Fever also was to 
blame for the deaths of hun- 
dreds of sheep, g03ts and 
camels. 


Family of slain leftist leader seeks 
charges against military officers 


Hong Kong officials say 
bird flu under control 


in Belgian money transport attack 


Air Lanka jet in emergency 
landing after bomb threat 
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Julia Roberts smiles as she gives her thanks Tor receiving the award for Favourite 
Motion Picture Actress at the People’s Choice Awards in Santa Monica (Reuters 
photo) 

Oprah, Tim Allen among winners 
of the People's Choice Award 


SANTA MONICA, Cali- 
fornia (AP) — “Jerry 
Maguire'" was named the 
best movie drama and 
Oprah Winfrey the best 
female TV performer at 
the 24th annua! People’s 
'Choice Awards ceremony. 

Country singer Garth 
Brooks and "actors Tim 
Allen, Kirstie Alley, Harri- 
son Ford and Julia Roberts 
also were among those 
honored at the event, 
which was held at the 
Santa Monica airport Sun- 
day nishr and broadcast by 
CBS. 

The show was hosted by 
actor Rav Romano and 


singer Reba Me Entire. 

A special tribute hon- 
oured actress-comedian 
Whoopi Goldberg, whose 
20-year entertainment 
career includes more than 
20 films, five seasons on 
television's “Star Trek: the 
Next Generation," and co- 
hosting HBO’s . “Comic 
Relief," which has raised 
millions for homeless 
agencies. 

Winners were chosen by 
a special Gallup poll repre- 
senting 21 1 million Amer- 
icans. ages 12 and older, 
rather than by industry 
peer groups as with other 
entertainment awards. 


the 


winners 


Among 
were: 

Female performer in TV 
series: Oprah Winfrey of 
ABC’s “The Oprah Win- 
frey Show." 

Male performer in TV 
series: Tim Allen of ABC's 
“Home Improvement”. 

Actress in a new TV 
series: Kirstie Alley of 
NBC's “Veronica's Clos- 
et.” 

Actor in a new TV 
series: Tony Danza of 
NBC's "The Tony Danza 
Show." 

New TV comedy series: 
Jerry Seinfeld's “Sein- 
feld." 


U.S. senator to visit N. Korea, 

liaison office may be discussed 


SEOUL (AFP) — U.S. sen- 
ator Carl Levin will fly into 
North Korea Thursday for 
talks on the implementation 
of the 1994 nuclear agree- 
ment between Washington 
and Pyongyang, the South's 
foreign ministry said Mon- 
day. 

fn the Nonh, one of the 
officials accompanying Mr. 
Levin, will be Evans Revere, 
the designated head of a yet 
to be established liaison 
office in Pyongyang, the 
ministry spokesman said, 

Mr. Revere 's presence on 
the four-day trip raised spec- 
ulation here that the two for- 
mer foes might be nearer to 
agreement on swapping liai- 
son • offices between 
Pyongyang and Washington, 
as envisaged in the 1994 
agreement. 


But the South’s ministry 
spokesman, Lee Kyu-Hyung 
told AFP Seoul had no indi- 
cation that “practical and 
financial” problems, such as 
U.S. direct access to the 
South, had been worked out. 

However he stressed that 
should the offices be set up 
“Seoul has no objections" 

He said Mr. Levin, who 
will make the trip North by 
U.S. military aircraft, will 
visit Seoul Sunday immedi- 
ately after he leaves 
Pyongyang, and will meet 
President-elect Kim Dae- 
Juns and Foreign Minister 
Yoo Chong- Ha. 

In North Korea Mr. Levin 
is scheduled to meet North 
Korean Vice Foreign Minis- 
ter Kim Gve-Gwun and trav- 
el to North Korea’s Yongby- 
on nuclear facility', the 


spokesman said. 

Mr. Levin, a Michigan 
Democrat, had been sched- 
uled to meet with former 
North Korean President Kim 
U-Sung in 1994, but the 
elder Kim died while Mr. 
Levin was en route. 

The 1994 Agreed Frame- 
work. under which 
Pyongyang froze its suspect 
nuclear weapons pro- 
gramme. provided for the 
United States and its allies to 
supply North Korea with 
two safer light water nuclear 
reactors. 

It also provided for a grad- 
ual thaw in trade and diplo- 
matic ties between Washing- 
ton and the isolated regime 
in Pyongyang, with liaison 
offices as the first step 
towards diplomatic ties. 


Soldiers deploy in Canada and 
northeast U.S. to help storm victims 


MONTREAL (AFP) — 
Canadian army troops and 
U.S. National Guard sol- 
diers were deployed Mon- 
day to help recover from a 
devastating ice storm that 
has ravaged eastern Canada 
and the northeastern United 
States for almost a week. 

Some 1 1 .000 Canadian 
army troops were helping 
in the effort to restore 
power, southeastern Canada 
remained paralysed with 
some 900,000 households 
— roughly 2.5 million peo- 
ple — without electricity 
Sunday. 

In die northeastern U.S. 
slates of New York and 
New Hampshire National 
Guard units were activated 
;md deployed to help in res- 
cue ;u)il cleanup operations. 

Air National Guard pilots 
flew helicopters over north- 
ern rural New York slate 
and had rescued lb people 
by midday Sunday, CNN 
reported. 


In Canada the military 
involvement is “the greatest 
effort in our history to lend 
aid in the midst of a crisis 
situation." Defence Secre- 
tary An Eggleton told a 
press conference. 

The ice storm began Jan. 
5. The weight of the ice 
toppled trees and power 
lines. Eleven deaths are 
blamed on the storm in 
Canada, and at least four in 
the United States. 

Snow and freezing rain in 
the northeastern United 
Slates cut power to more 
than 200,000 households in 
Maine, as well as several 
lens of thousands of cus- 
tomers in New Hampshire, 
Vermont and New York. 

Late Sunday Quebec 
Prime Minister Lucien 
Bouchard asked residents 
with electricity to take into 
their homes friends and 
neighbours who are tem- 
porarily homeless. 

Mr. Bouchard called for a 


“systematic and very large- 
scale" relocation operation 
to relieve emergency shel- 
ters that have been operat- 
ing since the storms began 
early last week. 

Mr. Bouchard’s 

announcements came after 
the Quebec power compa- 
ny, Hydro-Quebec, said that 
contrary to its earlier pre- 
dictions it had not been able 
to make a dent in the num- 
ber of households without 
electricity. 

Almost one million 
households remain without 
power. 

The president of the 
power company asked for 
voluntary cutbacks on elec- 
trical usage and that non- 
priority downtown Montre- 
al buildings be kept closed 
in order to avoid electrical 
surcharges that could ham- 
per efforts to restore power. 

Residents were still being 
asked to boil their tap water 
and hospitals were recalling 


retired workers to cope with 
cases of carbon monoxide 
poisoning resulting from 
the use of unventilated 
heating units. 

One area east of Montreal 
has been dubbed the “black 
triangle” because officials 
think it may be two weeks 
before power is restored. 
Fights have broken out in 
some shelters where people 
have been forced to stay 
night after night. 

In the town of Saint-Jean 
sur Richelieu, more than 

3,000 people have flocked 
to a shelter and some have 
been there since Tuesday. 

“I’d rather go to hell than 
stay here,” one woman said, 
carrying a small child in her 
arms. 

South of the border, two 
people died in Maine over 
the weekend after inhaling 
carbon monoxide fumes 
from generators. 

Sunday, JLynette Miller, 
senior planner with the 


state’s Emergency Planning 
agency, hoped the state 
would make "major inroads 
in restoring power.” 

For Lenny Gemski of the 
rural New Hampshire town 
of Sanbornton. Sunday was 
her fourth day without 
power, although she is 
lucky enough to have heat 
from a wood srove. 

“It seems like an eternity, " 
she said. “It would be won- 
derful to have light.” 

When the ice was at its 
thickest, she said “it sound- 
ed like a war zone” in the 
nearby woods because of 
the constant sound of limbs 
breaking off trees. 

In New York. 9,000 peo- 
ple were staying in shelters. 

“Although it will take 
weeks to repair the damage 
and restore power, we will 
continue to provide food, 
shelter and emergency ser- 
vices for as long as is nec- 
essary” New York Gover- 
nor George Pataki said. 


N. Korea 
thanks 
WFPfor 
new food 
appeal 


SEOUL (AFP) — North 
Korea Monday thanked the 
United Nations World Food 
Program (WFP) for issuing 
a new appeal for a massive 

657,000 tonnes of food aid 
to keep its population from 
starvation. 

“We feel grateful to the 
WFP ■ and • - other 
international organisations, 
various countries and non- 
governmental organisa- 
tions for their sympathy.” 
the spokesman for the 
North's Measure Commit- 
tee for Recovering from 
Flood Damage said. 

The official's comments 
were carried in the form of 
an interview with the Kore- 
an Central News Agency 
(KCNA) monitored here. 

The WFP has called its 
appeal, launched on Jan. 6. 
"the biggest emergency 
operation in the WFP’s his- 
tory in dollar terms.” and 
warned that the North’s 
existing food stocks could 
run out by April or May 
leaving 22 million people 
with a heightened threat of 
famine. 

The 1998 call was for 
$378 million compared to 
the $141 million it asked 
donors for last year. “This 
year’s humanitarian food 
aid by the WFP’s appeal 
will encourage the Korean 
people in their efforts for 
recovering from the disas- 
ters as early as possible,” 
the North's spokesman 
said. 

“Though the damage and 
its consequences are seri- 
ous. we will make all 
efforts to fully solve the 
acute food problem by 
themselves by doing farm- 
ing well this year.” he said. 


Sri Lankan peninsula shuns 1st local polls in 15 years 


COLOMBO ( AFP i — Voters in 
Sri Lanka’s former Tamil guer- 
rilla heartland of Jaffna are 
opposing local council elections 
and prefer the military to run 
Chilian affairs, a privately-run 
newspaper said Monday. 

The English language The 
Island newspaper in a report 
from Jaffna, 396 kilometres 
nonh of here, said civilian 
groups felt the Jan. 29 vote, the 
first local poll in 15 yeans, will 
be seriously flawed 
'The voters list is totally out of 
dale. The election will be a 
farce." the paper quoted an 
unnamed Tamil school principal 
as saying. ‘This is not the time 
to hold an election. We don’t 
know who the candidates are.” 
He said it was better for the 
military to run the day-to-day 
civilian affairs of the region 
from where the separatist Liber- 


ation Tiger; of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE) were driven out by 
security lorccs in December 
1995. 

"At least the military has some 
structures of accountability,” the 
man was quoted as saying. He 
said the region needed money to 
rebuild damaged homes and 
carryout demining work. 

President Chundrikn 

Kumaratunga lasl month con- 
ceded the Jaffna poll may not be 
perfect hut the government was 
keen to allow a Tamil leadership 
to emerge from tiic area to take 
over the' civil administration and 
rehabilitation. 

Four Tamil parties, all former 
militant groups, and two inde- 
pendent groups are fielding 
1,171 candidates to contest 234 
seats in 1 7 municipal, unwn and 
vil lage councils tltai will go io 
thepofls. 


Official figures show that 
571,484 men and women over 
the age of J 8 ye;irs are eligible io 
vote. Bui T;tmil parties have said 
that hundreds of Utousands of 
Tamils who lied the region due 
to lighting will not be able to 
take part. 

The Island newspaper quoted 
the head of the non-govemmen- 
taf iMgaiiLsations in Jaffna, S. 
Piiramanandan, as saying the 
Jan. 29 election was unneces- 
sary at this time. 

"We want democracy not a 
mockery that will be used to tell 
the world that lliere is normalcy 
in Jaffna," M* ftrramanandan 
said. 

Sri Lanka’s two main majori- 
ty Sinhalese parties, the Govern- 
ing People’s Affiance and the 
opposition Llniied Nation id 
Parly (UNP) arc not contesting 
the Jaffna polls lor different rea- 


sons. 

The opposition UNP has said 
ir was unable to ensure the safe- 
ty of candidates while the ruling 
PA was reluctant to stand 
against the four minority Tamil 
parties supporting the govern- 
ment in and outside parliament. 

Jaffna, the symbol of Tamil 
separatism in ihe country was 
taken by security forces after 
heavy fighting that lasted nearly 
50 days in 1995. The LTTE 
which ran a dc facto state in 
Jaffna for nearly live years is still 
•known to have infiltrators in the 
region. 

Although Jaffna was wrested 
from rebel control, the main 
land tccess to the peninsula is 
stiff with the Tiger guerrillas and 
the military is currently engaged 
in their biggest ground offensive 
to open the road. 


Aftershock fears plague Chinese 
quake survivors as aid pours in 


BEIJING (AFP) — Sur- 
vivors of northeastern 
China’s killer weekend 
earthquake remained in a 
tense vigil over possible 
aftershocks Monday as aid 
donations continued to 
pour in. 

Two days after Saturday’s 
temblor — which killed 47 
and left some 44,000 
homeless in rural villages 
250 kilometres northwest 
of here in Hebei province 
— officials continued to 
warn of follow-on quakes. 

“An aftershock of an 
intensity between four and 
five degrees. .is still possi- 
ble. as is often the case 
after a major earthquake.” a 
State Seismology Bureau 
official told AFP, assuring 
that the capital was out of 
danger. 

Villagers in the quake 
zone have been ordered to 
stay out of their homes for 
up to one week — forcing 
them to adopt emergency 
measures to survive bitter 
winter temperatures as low 
as minus 20 degrees Cel- 
sius. 

“Sunday at noon. local 
officials came to tell us that 
we could not return to our 
place within six or seven 
days," a 3 7 -year-old 

farmer. Yin. said by tele- 
phone from Huiiiuru coun- 


ty, 20 kilometres north of 
the epicentre. 

Another survivor, Cao 
Guimei. said that in her vil- 
lage. Dayintan. people 
were afraid to sleep indoors 
and had spent nights with- 
out sleep around a bonfire. 

“1 don’t know how long 
this can last. We will listen 
to the radio and wait for 
information before return- 
ing to our homes” the 45- 
year-old teacher said. 

In the small town of 
Dongyingpan, around 30 
kilometres from the worst- 
hit area, peasants forced by 
the cold to seek refuge in 
their, damaged homes have 
set up home-made alarm 
systems to alert them of 
aftershocks. 

“We have balanced beer 
bottles upside-down and 
hung bells on string to 
wake us up in case of new 
tremors,” Zhang Sheng told 
AFP, adding that most" were 
staying outside as late as 
possible, only going inside 
to sleep at 3:00 or 4:00 a.m. 

LocaJ officials in 
Zhangjiakou prefecture — 
which covers the three 
counties in Hebei that suf- 
fered the heaviest losses — 
told AFP early Monday 
they had received assur- 
ances that further after- 
shocks would likely be no 


higher than 4.5 on the 
Richter scale, however. 

More than 300 separate 
tremors have been recorded 
since Saturday's temblor, 
which measured 6.2, the 
State Seismology Bureau 
said. 

The Zhangjiakou officials 
said more than seven mil- 
lion yuan (some $850,000) 
of commodities had been 
distributed to quake vic- 
tims, not including food. 

These include more than 

20,000 cotton overcoats 
and quilts as well as 1.500 
tents, which were distrib- 
uted by thousands of sol- 
diers dispatched to the area. 

Despite the cold, there 
had been no outbreaks of 
illness, the official said. 

Xinhua carried numerous 
reports of donations by var- 
ious local governments and 
state organisations. They 
included 800,00 yuan from 
the northern municipality 
of Tianjin and 500.000 
yuan in relief materials 
from the Hebei province 
People's Armed Police. 

Over two million yuan 
total poured in from areas 
outside of Hebei, it said. 

So far, Pakistan and Hong 
Kong have indicated they 
will provide aid to the 
quake victims. 

Hong Kons Chief Execu- 


tive Tung Chee-Hwa said 
Monday the government 
was “closely working” 
with the Red Cross here 
and in China to ascertain 
what kind of assistance was 
needed and would make “a 
decision very soon.” on 
what to send 

A front-page article in the 
official China Daily pro- 
vided a glimpse at a village 
that lost all 500 of its 
homes during Saturday’s 
devastating quake. 

“It took me 7.000 yuan to 
build the three-room house 
and it was just completed 
last year.” fanner Wang 
Faping was quoted as say- 
ing of his former home in 
Mijiagou village. 

He said he also lost his 
42-year-old father-in-law 
in the disaster. 

"1 was about to eat my 
lunch when suddenly ihere 
was a loud rumbling noise 
and the house began to 
shatter.” he said. 

“I called out to my wife 
and my father-in-law to 
run. My wife escaped with 
scratches on her legs, but 
my father-in-law wasn’t so 
lucky.” he added. 

Police have sealed off 
such severely affected vil- 
lages to the foreign media. 


Lady-in-waiting Sonia Gandhi keeps India guessing 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — The 
widow of former Indian Pre- 
mier Rajiv Gandhi is playing 
a waiting game and could yet 
emerge as a prime ministeri- 
al candidate after upcoming 
elections, analysts said Mon- 
day. 

They responded after Sonia 
Gandhi, who has agreed to 
campaign for the once-domi- 
nant Congress party, gave 
mixed signals about her per- 
sonal ambitions during her 
political debut at the week- 
end. 

The Italian -bom widow, 
speaking in the south of India 
at the site of her husband's 
1991 assassination, appeared 
to leave the door to power 
open by saying she was not 
seeking political office “for 
now.” 

Zoya Hasson, professor of 
political science at the Jawa- 
harlal Nehru University- in 
New Delhi, said Sonia Gand- 
hi’s personal agenda was 
“difficult to predieL” 

She admitted she had been 
surprised by her decision to 
respond to Congress pleas 
and agree to campaign for 


the party after years of quiet- 
ly concentrating on charity 
work. 

“Obviously she is doing it 
not just out of duty but also 
because she has a great com- 
mitment towards maintain- 
ing the prestige of the fami- 
ly." Prof. Hassan said. 

“That seems to be her mis- 
sion in life. Whether that 
requires her to chase office 
remains to be seen. 

“She had made silence into 
an art Now her political 
future must depend on the 
impact she has during the 
election campaign." 

The Congress, in decline 
after ruling India for almost 
four decades following inde- 
pendence in 1947, is hoping 
the aura of the Gandhi name 
will rejuvenate the party. 

Congress President 

Sitaram Kesri has announced 
several times that he is will- 
ing to step down for Sonia 
Gandhi in a bid to stop Hindu 
nationalists taking power in 
India 

The party, however, has not 
yet announced who will be 
its prime minister if it returns 


to power. Analysts are pre- 
dicting a hung parliament. 

Analyst B.G. Veighese 
added: “She does not want to 
take over any responsibility 
until the elections are over 
and a clear picture emerges" 

He said there had been a Jot 
of pressure for her to help the 
Congress. 

That pressure mounted 
when the party sparked the 
polls, toppling the ruling 
minority coalition after one 
of its parties was linked to Sri 
Lankan separatists blamed 
for killing Rajiv Gandhi. 

Mr. Veighese warned, how- 
ever. that it was still impossi- 
ble to predict whether die 
Gandhi name would translate 
into votes, particularly in the 
north of the country where 
Congress support has col- 
lapsed. 

“There will be crowds and 
she will be able to pick up 
votes in some pockets, but 
whether Sonia will translate 
into votes in the north is to be 
seen," he said. 

. She would also find herself 
under attack for the first time, 
he said, over Rajiv's pasL 


His role in the signing of an 
armaments deal with 
Swedish firm Before, which 
allegedly involved millions 
of dollars of bribes, is still 
being investigated. 

Mr. Yerghese said: “She 
will have an effect to some 
extent but she and Rajiv will 
come under all sorts of per- 
sonal attacks. Others will 
rake up all sons of things, 
including B&fors “ 

Kuldip Nayar, a former 
ambassador, said the mixed 
signals given by Sonia Gand- 
hi over her personal ambi- 
tions had “reopened the 
question." 

But he warned that from 
now on she would be open to 
scrutiny by political oppo- 
nents and would not be able 
to slip back into the 
anonymity of her luxury 
home in New Delhi. 

“Now she has burnt all the 
boats... the dirty linen will be 
washed in public. Earlier she 
was goody-goody... now she 
will be under a microscope.” 


Indian lovers thrown into well by angry relatives 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — An 
Indian man was killed and his 
teenage lover seriously hurt 
when they thrown into a well 
by relatives opposed to their 
love affair, a newspaper said 
Monday. 

Lokshnian Singh, 22. died 
and Munju Kan war. 17, was 


found with multiple fractures 
to her arms and legs after they 
were thrown into a dry well in 
the northern state of 
Rajasthan Friday night, the 
Indian Express reported. 

Police said that before being 
thrown into the well the pair 
were allegedly beaten by 


Kanwar’s relatives after being 
seen together in a field. 

Singh died of his injuries 
but Kanwar was rescued the 
next day when her cries for 
help attracted passers-by. 

Police said the three-year- 
old love affair was opposed 
by Kanwar’s and Singh's 


families although they were 
from the same Hindu caste. 

Marriages between differ- 
ent religious communities and 
castes are still frowned upon 
in India and can sometimes 
lead to murder. Weddings are 
still traditionally arranged 
between families. 
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Plight for world 

IN THE wake of the :renewed wave of mass 
killings in Algeria, and its government's 
failure to put an end to them, there has been 
a chorus of voices calling for some sort of 
intervention, if not to altogether halt the 
massacres, to at least find out who is behind 
them. 

One of the first international figures to 
sound the alarm and call for investigation is 
Amnesty International's Secretary General 
Pierre Sanet. In an article published in 
December Mr. Sanet responding to mount- 
ing allegations that the Algerian authorities 
might be implicated in the massacres, called 
for an international probe into who is 
responsible for their perpetration. 

The European Union responded earlier 
this month by proposing that an EU mission 
travel to the violence-stricken country to do 
just that. Algiers reacted angrily at first to 
the proposal, but later had to relent to pres- 
sure. The government insists that the mas- 
sacres are all the work of Islamic militants 
who have been battling the authorities since 
the government annulled the results of 1992 
elections whose first stage the Islamists won 
overwhelmingly. 

Now Iran, the current president of the 
Organisation of Islamic Conference (OIC) 
has added its voice to those calling for an 
investigation. Mistrust between the two 
countries and allegations that Iran was sup- 
porting terrorism seem to be hindering the 
Iranian effort, however. 

Whether it is the OIC. the EU or the U.N. 
which should get involved in tackling the 
situation in Algeria is not the most impor- 
tant question. The primary consideration is 
for the fratricide, which has so far claimed 
the lives of 80,000 people, to stop. That, we 
know, cannot happen just by itself. The 
regime in Algeria and their Islamic oppo- 
nents seem nowhere near reaching a truce, 
much less restoring national unity and 
rebuilding their economically devastated 
country. 

Lest tens of thousands more Algerians, 
who hardly have anything to do with the 
conflict between the two opposing forces, 
lose their lives by the ugliest of methods 
every effort must "be made to intervene now 
the Algerian authorities must know and 
acknowledge that their country's plight 
concerns the international community as a 
whole. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


Al Arab Al Yawm’s Marwan Hazine expressed the 
view that the internationalisation of the Algerian prob- 
lem would create new problems in that it would open 
the door for foreign nations interference in .Algeria's 
internal affairs. There are already indications that the 
atrocities committed in that country are perpetrated by 
foreign elements which are intent on fragmenting the 
Algerian nation, said the writer. Foreign intervention as 
called for by some European countries is an invitation 
for the foreign powers to impose their hegemony on 
Algeria under the pretext of providing protection to the 
Algerian people according to the writer. He said there is 
no guarantee that such intervention would stop the 
blood bath or scare away the terrorist groups and there 
is no guarantee that the foreign powers would withdraw 
from Algeria later on. The writer recalled that the West- 
ern coalition against Iraq destroyed that nation's mili- 
tary and economic might and impoverished its people 
through imposing a crippling embargo on the Iraqis. He 
said there is no guarantee that the foreign intervention 
would serve as a prelude for other interventions in other 
Arab states internal affairs. Only the Algerian people 
can end the present tragedy through dialogue among 
the rival groups seeking to assume power in Algeria. 

Tayseer Zibri. a writer for Al Ra'i daily said that there 
are no signs in the offing suggesting that the Netanyahu 
government would collapse following the departure of 
Foreign Minister David Levy. Netanyahu's coalition 
enjoys the support of at least 61 deputies in parliament 
out of 120 us was shown in the recent voting on the fis- 
cal budget, noted the writer. The Israeli Labour Party 
itself survived for many years with such meagre major- 
ity in parliament and it is not possible at least for the 
foreseeable future to see the small religious parties 
withdrawing from the present coalition, argued the 
writer. He said the Arabs should stop building castles in 
the air and must think of other means of exercising 
pressure on the Israeli gnvemment. The Arabs, he 
added should not wait for a gift from heaven or a mir- f 
acle to change the present situation but ought rather to 
muster international support for their just cause and 
enlist the European countries assistance in pulling more 
and more pressure on the Israeli government as long as 
they cannot hope for pressure to come from the U.S. 



The View from Fourth Circle 


By Rami G. Khouri 


Algeria’s terrifying but unsurprising agony 


THE SUDDEN increase in the slaughter of Algerian vil- 
lagers by the thousands over the past several weeks 
requires that we try to understand the causes of the mad- 
ness taking place in that country with something deeper 
than perplexed finger pointing" at Islamist rebels, free- 
lance thugs, and/or government agents. Some of the caus- 
es are deeper, and older, and cannot be dismissed by 
those who prefer to ignore the past and explain Arab vio- 
lence mainly by racist and half-baked theories of reli- 
gious or cultural tendencies. 

We do not even know how many people have died in 
the last five years — estimates of the dead range from 
80,000 to over 120.000. However sad. Algeria today may 
be the logical, violent consequence of a land and people 
whose modem experience has been defined by a cumula- 
tive series of severe, almost cataclysmic, political disap- 
pointments and national denials. Algeria may be an 
extreme microcosm of the Arab World's harsh encounter 
with the five primary and consecutive forces of the mod- 
em global experience: European colonialism, sudden 
statehood with power centrally and non- accountably held 
in the hands of a small elite, the use of violence on a wide 
scale by the state and its opponents, the failure of nation- 
al sovereignty to provide the majority of its citizens with 
either economic security or a sense of political well- 
being or participation, and a last resort but unsuccessful 
resort to religion for elusive relief. 

During over 130 years of French colonial occupation 
and annexation. Algerians suffered foreign domination 
and economic exploitation along with the added 
ignominy of being subjected to a mass experiment in 
national and social engineering — the attempted trans- 
formation of Algerians into Frenchmen and women alter 
Algeria became an integral part of France in 1848. 
Algerian nationalist movements started working for lib- 
eration soon after World War I, and over one million 
Algerians died in the war of liberation in 1954-1962. 

The promise of independence provided real benefits to 
the Algerian people in the 1960s. in self-respect and real 
economic progress. But Algeria was also a paradigm of 
much of the modem Arab World, with economic, politi- 
cal and military power almost totally held in the hands of 
a small group of politicians, military men. and tech- 
nocrats who ran the state like a private club. The joy of 
liberation in 1962 was followed three years later by the 
bloodless coup led by Houari Boumedienne. His nation- 
alisation of French oil and gas interests symbolised 
Algeria's economic self-assertion and sovereignly; but 
his government's autocratic ways ensured that economic 


expansion would not be sustainable, and that corruption, 
inefficiency, waste, and favoritism would remain the 
order of the day. 

Algeria was the pride of the Arab World in other ways 

— as a spokesman for the call for a New International 
Economic Order, a leading player in OPEC's attempt to 
achieve equity in North-South economic terms of refer- 
ence. a mediator in hostage situations in Iran and 
Lebanon, and a major contributor to the quest for a mean- 
ingful Euro-Arab Dialogue. 

The burdensome weight of the past proved very heavy 
by the late- 1 980s. The population of Algeria was very 
young — about seventy per cent under the age of thirty 

— and unemployment among young males reached well 
over fifty per cent in most cities and large towns. 
Economic prospects were grim; repayments on $25 bil- 
lion of foreign debt took up over 83 per cent of export 
earnings every year. The combination of economic stag- 
nation. declining standards of living, and a political lead- 
ership that tolerated no dissent sparked widespread street 
riots and many deaths in Algerian cities in October 1988. 
The political leadership headed by Chadli Benjedid was 
forced to institute widespread constitutional reforms in 
February 1989. which paved the way for the establish- 
ment of the Islamic Salvation Front (better known by its 
French acronym, FIS). 

The June 1990 local elections for 1539 municipal 
councils and 48 provincial assemblies — after 28 years 
of single party rule by the National Liberation Front 
(FLN in its French acronym) — ended in stunning 
results; the FLN was soundly rejected, winning just 28 
per cent of the vote, while the FIS took an absolute 
majority of 54 per cent. The next elections, for the 
national parliament, were held in December 1991. after 
the state brazenly fixed the election districts to help its 
candidates, applied martial law. and locked up hundreds 
of FIS leaders. The FIS again thrashed the FLN. winning 
188 of the 23! seats that were decided during the first 
round. The FIS needed just 2S more seats for a majority 
in the 430-seat parliament, which it would have won eas- 
ily on the second round of voting scheduled for January 
16, 1992 — but that round never took place. 

The old guard panicked, turned again to the armed 
forces, brought the Algerian transition to democracy to a 
halt, locked up over five thousand FIS activists and their 
key leaders, and declared another state of emergency in 
early 1992. A five-man higher state council was named to 
run the country in January 1992, but its head. 
Mohammad Boudiaf. was assassinated six months later. 


The council was replaced by an appointed president, for- 
mer defence minister Liamine Zeroual. in January 1994. 
and his attempts to resolve Algeria s problems through 
dialogue and harsh force have not worked. 

The vast majority of Algerians suffer an unenviable sit- 
uation that is also becoming common in some other Arab 
and African lands. They experienced a cruel transition 
from a long modem legacy of colonial rule to an often 
incompetent and intolerant indigenous autocracy. They 
now endure a terrible combination of frail economy, 
widespread poverty and unemployment, rising pressures 
on family incomes, political violence by both the state 
and the opposition, and a government services system 
that offers erratic quality care to only some of its citizens. 
And when, nearly in desperation, they turned to their reli- 
gion — their loving God — for comfort, protection and 
hope, they woke up one day to find that their state had 
outlawed their God as a political force. 

In the past century and a half, many or perhaps most 
Algerians have had their past taken away from them by 
colonial rule, their present well-being weakened by the 
excesses of a centralised and intolerant state, their reli- 
gious and political identity curtailed by the unilateral 
decisions of non-accountable elites, and their future 
hopes and expectations mortgaged to the madness of cur- 
rent violence by groups that are widely condemned, but 
never fully identified. 

1 cannot think of any other people in the world who 
have suffered the same consecutive series of violent 
struggles, heightened expectations, recurring disappoint- 
ments. identity curtailments, and dashed hopes as have 
been experienced by the Algerian people since the early 
19th century. The price of the twin and consecutive 
scourges of colonialism and indigenous autocracy is 
steep" indeed, and payable in ghastly currencies that 
include the integrity of society, the blood of innocent 
civilians, and a chronic sense of despair for the future. 
The main problem in Algeria is not that violence against 
civilians occurs at its current gruesome rate, but thar vio- 
lence against Algerians has been continuing virtually 
nonstop for the past century and a half — in various 
forms, by various hands, for various reasons, but with a 
single common consequence that is the madness we wit- 
ness today. Ugly and terrible, yes. Surprising or unusual, 
no. 


M. KAHIL 



Algeria: an anatomy of a mayhem 


By G.H. Jansen 

NICOSIA — Any observer of the 
North African scene cannot but nnic 
that Algeria is "in a different uni- 
verse of discourse" from both its 
immediate neighbours. Tunisia to 
the east and Morocco to the West. 

All three are former French 
colonies. But unlike the other two. 
which have become normal ex- 
colonial stales of the Third World. 
Algeria is drowning in a welter of 
blood and lias become "die country 
of the massacres." 

\Vhv is there this startling and 
total difference between them? 

The bloody mess in Algeria is die 
result of a concatenation of certain 
factors. Amongst these factors is the 
availability of individuals able, 
ready and willing and. perhaps 
even, happy to execute mass 
killings. Also, there is an absence of 
any restraining influence front a 
civil society. Both these factors, 
active and passive, are present in 
Algeria buL happily, absent in 
Tunisia and Morocco. And in 
Algeria alone there is an important 
factor from the country's colonial 
past contributing to the slaughter. 

U is customary and all too easy 
and cowardly for ex-colonial coun- 
tries to look back to their colonial 
past and then to blame the colonial 
power for all their post-colonial 
troubles. But one does have to 
access thai ex-colonial past in 
.Algeria. A nored French columnist 
and analyst wrote recently in "Lc 
Nou\el Obsen incur": "Anwrig all 
the Arabs who suffered humiliation 
under the Ottoman. British and 
French empires. Algerians have fell 
the most definitively humiliated of 
all.” 

And besides humililating the 
Algerians, the French effected a 
mms formation in the chaniclcrnf an 
entire people. The liberation strug- 


gle against the French empire was 
so brutal and so prolonged and 
widespread that it coarsened and 
brutalised the Algerians. For in that 
battle the French made generous 
use of their toughest troops — the 
Foreign legion who had never had 
anything but brutal contempt for 
"les Arabes." 

And then towanl.s the end of the 
liberation war came the battle 
against the Organ isati on of the 
Secret Army tOAS). composed of 
the local "pieds noiis." the poor 
while settlers originally hailing 
from Italy. Greece. Spain and Malta 
who also despised and brutalised 
the Algerian Arabs even more than 
did the legionaires. (The best known 
of these pieds noirs was the novelist 
Albert Camus wlio wrote several 
books on Algeria). 

So much for the impact of the 
recent past. But in the present con- 
tinuous tense one has to lake into 
account the theory propounded in 
what is one of the most penetrating 
and important works that it has been 
my good fortune to uc- quire and 
read. Publislted in 1939. on the eve 
of World War II. when war was in 
tlx* air. lilts book is called "Personal 
Aggressiveness and War." It is by 
E.F.M. Durbin, an economist, and 
John Bowlby. a psychoanalyst. 
They pointed out that none of the 
impersonal “causes ' of war actually 
explained "why" men fight. Tlte 
authors identified these causes as 
suppressed and frustrated "personal 
aggressiveness" which is found — 
and wltich has to be found — in all 
individuals if they live in organised 
societies. Without being suppressed 
this “aggressiveness" would lead to 
chaos and anarchy. Suppression 
and frustration of individual desires 
are prices dial the individual lias to 
pay to lead a “civilised life." War 
may have political, racial or eco- 
nomic components but the fuel that 


drives the engine of war is personal 
aggressiveness produced by the 
inevitable frustrations of societal 
living. 

The frustrations which produced 
Algerian aggression were both 
political and economic. 

Societal repressions and frustra- 
tions ;tnd anger and consequent vio- 
lence became acute in Algeria 
because die people have so farnever 
had the benefit of the safety valve of 
democracy. No sooner had the 
French left than the country fell 
under the strict rule and rigid con- 
trol of the disciplined army- backed 
regime of llie National Liberation 
Front (FLN). which had thrown out 
the French. The most repressive of 
the post-colonial regimes was the 
secretive and authoritarian govern- 
ment of General Houari 
Boumcddicnc. who was succeeded 
by other generals, one of wlmm. 
General Liamine Zeroual. is nmv 
president. 

Democracy, however imperfect, 
could have curbed Algeria's raw 
violence. For, if the enunuv had 
experienced a certain number of 
years of democratic political live, 
this, through a slow process of sedi- 
mentation, could have pm- duced a 
civil society with its complex weh 
of checks and balances and Algeria 
might have developed in die same 
Way as Tunisia and Morocco. 

Political repression was accompa- 
nied by economic depression. On a 
visit to Algiers several years ago this 
correspondent descended by long 
flights of steps from tin: acropolis of 
Algiers to the port area, walking 
through tiers of lower middle class 
apartment buildings. On every street 
comer were groups of grim faced 
young men "propping up die walk" 
These were not representatives of 
the educated unemployed. They 
belonged to the hardy literate, une- 
ducated. unemployed and unem- 


ployable. Such young men become 
the ready fooLsoldiers of dissident 
movements seeking to overthrow 
the government and change the 
society. 

In 1992 the dissidents, led by the 
Islamic Salvation Front 1FIS). were 
given die opportunity to revolt by 
the government when it cancelled 
the second stage of a parliamentary 
election w-hich the Islamists were 
slated to win. At first the FIS 
declared an insurrection and fielded 
its militia, the Lslamic Salvation 
Army t AIS ), against the army of the 
stale, then against leaders of the sec- 
ular society like officials, acade- 
mics. journalists and sportsmen. 

But the war against state and soci- 
ety was gradually taken over by the 
more violent groups. led by die 
Armed Islamic Groups (GIA) 
which recruited the most frustrated 
and violent of the legions of the 
unemployed. And to make things 
worse when they fell under the con- 
trol nl disciplined absolutists, 
adding layer upon layer of frustra- 
tion. these recruits grew capable of 
every sort of brutality. They became 
mass murderers who do not shoot 
their victims but slit their throats 
with knives nr dismember them 
with axes. In their blind rage and 
fmsirulion against government and 
society they probably may not even 
be aware that they kill old men. 
women and children. The horren- 
dous maniacs, like those or the 
past two weeks which have taken 
more than ].fit)Q lives, are cries of 
despair by die.se murderers. 

If ever there lias been a case of a 
lunje proportion of a population 
needing to he psycho-umdysed. then 
it is these chronically and" emotion- 
ally sick young men. Even if sever- 
al thousand Algerians had to be 
treated by psychoanalysts, this 
would not be too a high price to pay 
to end the present slaughter. 


LETTERS 


What a nice experience ... 

To the Editor: 

SCHOOL LIFE sometimes seems so 
boring; The same professors, the 
same lectures, the same routine 
everyday, and. of course, the same 
inconveniences. 

"Oops.. Professor X is looking at 
me. I hope he isn't' going to ask me 
something. I have no idea what he is 
talking about. I almost missed the 
whole hour; where was I? I'd better 
smile and pretend 1 am following 
what he is saying, but what’s that 
stuff on the blackboard? Please time, 
pass quickly, my friends are waiting 
for me..." I guess every single student 
in the world is familiar with these 
thoughts, even "big professors." 

Who is the student who has never 
begged his watch to move faster? 1 
am pretty sure “no one!" 

I wonder how many limes this hap- 
pened to me. probably too often! 

When 1 was studying in Venice, it 
was very funny: Spring time, the pro- 
fessor telling us about the Arabs in 
Sicily und in the "Grand Canal." the 
nice voice of a "gondoliere" singing 
"O sole inio." My mind wondering 
and suddenly the name of a con- 
queror. I thought "who is this guy? 

I d better catch up otherwise what 
will I do in the exam?" Because the 
worst thing is that professors, always 
know when you do not pay attention 
and I wonder how they do it. but dur- 
ing the exam they always remember 
it. "Ca Foscari" University of Venice 
is where I started my studies of the 
Arab culture; led by the spirit of the 
"Arabian nights" I landed in Jordan. 
Here J became a student and a 
teacher. As a student I attended the 
University of Jordan — a campus 
with well-kept buildings and a pleas- 
ant atmosphere. As a teacher. I had 
the chance to work in Al al Bayt 
University. I was really impressed by 
the language centre of the newer uni- 
versity. Its facilities are very well- 
organised und more extensive than in 
Venice or London! 

f had the pleasure of viewing the 
class from the teacher's perspective. 
Many times I saw students miles 
away from Italian grammar! 1 wonder 
where they were? Maybe dreaming 
about loreign countries as I always 
did! Personally I think that the expe- 
rience of studying abroad is definite- 
ly a chance that every student should 
have. It enriches a person's life and it 
is a memory that will stay forever. 

Enianuela Pozzan 
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Women in danger 
from cradle to grave 


By Noeleen Heyzer 

NEW YORK — Violence 
against women is pervasive 
not just in war or refugee 
camps but on the street, in 
the workplace and in the 
hoiue. Domestic violence 
not only causes physical 
suffering but disrupts 
women s lives and blocks 
their individual growth and 
participation in society. 

The blow that lands on a 
women's back shudders 
through her whole village: 
the reverberations go on 
forever. Her garden goes 
untended as she limps with 
her injuries: her children 
are underfed; their school- 
ing suffers: the girls. learn- 
ing fear and abasement 
from their mother's plight, 
fail to thrive or achieve. 

The brutality of an unsus- 
tainable economic system 
drives women from their 
homes in a search for sub- 
sistence: entire economies 
rely on the overseas wages 
of displaced women. In the 
wake of these courageous 
economic migrants lie frag- 
mented families, disrupted 
and alienated adolescents 
and a social fabric swiftly 
unravelling. 

Warring groups of men 
cross and re-cross a territo- 
ry. burning houses, blowing 
up bridges — and targeting 
the women and girls of the 
region for particular vio- 
lence and terror. The raped, 
tom and devastated women 
are the territorial marker 
left behind by the armed 
warriors. Crushed and 
wounded, women must 
struggle against heartbreak- 
ing odds to reconstruct their 
families, rebuild their 
homes, and ensure that 
their cultural, religious and 
traditional treasure stores of 
narrative and knowledge 
will not be scattered to the 
cold winds. . 

Violence against women 
takes many forms, but it is 
universal. As the U.N. 
Development Programme’s 
annual Human Develop- 
ment Report commented: 
‘In no society are women 
secure or treated as equal to 
men. Personal insecurity 
shadows them from cradle 
to grave... From childhood 
through adulthood, they are 
abused because of dieir 
gender.” 

Because violence against 
girls and women underlies 
all human societies, we are 
all the poorer for it: world 
development is impeded by 
exactly the measure of the 
harm dealt our to women: 
the common future of all of 
us shrinks to exactly the 
degree that women are 
impeded from nourishing 


themselves and their fami- 
lies. 

The facts and the num- 
bers are stunning: Roughly 
60 million women who 
should be alive today are 
"missing" because of gen- 
der discrimination; in the 
United States, a woman is 
physically abused by her 
intimate partner every 9 
seconds: every day. another 
6.000 girls are geDitally 
mutilated: in India more 
than 5.000 women are 
killed each year in the noto- 
rious “dowry murders;*’ in 
the Rwanda nightmare 
more than 1 5.000 "women 
were raped in one year. 

We are not helpless in the 
face of this scourge. It is a 
matter of changing attitudes 
and refusing to sustain 
and/or collude with a cruel 
construct of tolerated vio- 
lence. To reject the prevail- 
ing acceptance and denial 
of the problem requires a 
willingness to confront and 
to expose the social func- 
tion served by violence — 
which is to exert control 
over women’s Jives, appro- 
priate their labour, and rob 
them of the stature and the 
dignity they are entitled to 
share equally with men. 

In recent years, world 
alarm has been galvanised 
by mass rapes and brutali- 
sation of women in seven 
different countries. Even in 
societies where there is no 
armed conllict. the continu- 
al assault on women every- 
where — in their homes 
and in their communities — 
amounts to a covert guerril- 
la war waged against 
women. 

At this historic moment 
of public awareness, fol- 
lowing the Fourth World 
Conference on Women in 
Beijing and the almost 
simultaneous exposure of 
the atrociries againsl 
women in Rwanda and the 
former Yugoslavia, it seems 
more possible than ever to 
mobilise effectively against 
systemic oppression of 
women. Women have an 
enormous stake in building 
societies at peace. The shar- 
ing. mutual care and coop- 
eration that underpin happy 
and stable communities 
cannot nourish without 
peace, and these values 
must be at the centre of our 
development strategies. 

The dismantling of power 
structures, in which vio- 
lence is used and tolerated 
as a tool in the oppression 
and degradation of women 
will take energy, determina- 
tion and creative strategies. 

As Professor Charlotte 
Bunch. Director of the Cen- 
tre for Women’s Global 
Leadership at Rutgeta Uni- 


versity. aptly argued: “It is 
only when women and girls 
gain their place as strong 
and equal members of soci- 
ety that violence against 
them will be viewed as a 
shocking aberration, rather 
than as an invisible norm." 

Among the most urgent 
strategies to empower 
women worldwide are: The 
education of girls, the 
implementing of progres- 
sive anti-violence laws, dis- 
semination of information 
to women about their 
rights. fostering of 
women’s economic autono- 
my, training of police and 
judiciary in gender equali- 
ty. and political participa- 
tion of women. 

One heartening initiative 
in this enormous task is the 
Trust Fund in Support of 
Actions to Eliminate Vio- 
lence against Women, 
established at UNIFEM by 
the General Assembly in 
1996. In its first year, the 
Trust Fund allocated over 
$1.2 million to 6 projects in 
Africa, Asia-Pacific, Latin 
America and the 
Caribbean, the former 
Soviet Union and Eastern 
Europe. 

The demand is enormous 

— women’s groups, and. 

increasingly, governments, 
are striving to liberate 
women and girls from the 
grip of fear and brutalisa- 
tion. Projects supported by 
the Trust Fund include: 
Lobbying for legislative 

reforms, legal literacy 

efforts at the grassroots 
level, radio programmes, 
hotlines, litigation funds, 
community-based support 
groups, media awareness 
courses, advocacy in 

refugee camps, self- 

defence skill training, and 
education programmes for 
young women. 

1998 is the 50th Anniver- 
sary of the Universal Dec- 
laration of Human Rights. 
We must seize this com- 
memorative year as a chal- 
lenge to re-charge our spir- 
its. to fight for change, and 
lo reassert our deep com- 
mitment to UNIFEM’s 
foundational belief that 
women’s rights are human 
rights. We have the Beijing 
Platform for Action to 
guide us. Step by step, 
clause by clause, we must 
and we will enact these fun- 
damental principles of 
human rights: they must 
become as real and as sus- 
taining as food and drink to 
every woman on the planet 

— PANOS 

The writer is the director of 
the United Nations Devel- 
opment Fund for Women. 


Domestic workers ‘sold’ for $5,000 


By Diego Cevollos 

MEXICO CITY — Five 
thousand dollars is the price 
paid in Israel for a female 
Mexican domestic servant, a 
person to be kept in virtual 
slavery, much as they are 
back home. 

Six women "sold” into 
domestic service in Israeli 
families were rescued by 
Mexican consular authorities 
after lodging complaints of 
mistreatment, discrimination 
and confinement, according 
to reports released recently. 

The authorities are investi- 
gating various people 
allegedly responsible for the 
crime, forming part of a pat- 
tern which has been increas- 
ing over recent years. 

The women who were dealt 
with by the authorities and 
repatriated to Mexico, were 
taken to Israel on false pre- 
tences. and it is thought many 
more are suffering similar 
treatment there. 

“What is happening in 
Israel can also be seen in 
many other countries. How- 
ever, the situation of domestic 
workers is also practically 
slavery in chit own country." 
said Carmen Saavedra, coor- 
dinator of the non-govern- 
mental Colectivo Atabal. 

Around two million women 
work as domestic employees 
in Mexico. The majority' 
receive a salary lower than 
the minimum and have no 
right to social security: holi- 


days. limited working hours 
nor maternity leave. 

A high percentage of these 
women come from the south- 
ern states of Chiapas, Guer- 
rero and Oaxaca, the poorest 
in the country: and these 
workers are subject to the 
arbitrariness of dieir bosses, 
who decide on which rights 
they have and how they live. 

An investigation by the 
Latin American and 
Caribbean Confederation of 
Domestic Workers indicated 
a high percentage of domestic 
employees in the Mexican 
capital . also suffer from 
aggression at work and sexu- 
al harassment. 

in Mexico, a female servant 
living outside die house she 
works in will be paid between 
S6 and $14.5 per day. while 
those living and working in 
the same place earn around 
$120 a month. 

-We have been fighting for 
years for die living conditions 
of female domestic servants 
to be improved, but they are 
still the ugly duckling ol 
Mexican society and we have 
received no reply, said Eva 
Soto, representative of the 
National Organisation of 
Non-Salaried Domestic and 
Related Workers. 

Based on studies in the 
field, the Colectivo Atabal 
said 75 per cent of female 
domestic workers in the capi- 
tal come from real areas. 27.6 
per cent are aged 40 or over, 
50 per cent are single, 66 per 


cent have barely finished pri- 
mary school and 4.3 per cent 
are illiterate. 

"The female domestic 
workers are at the back of the 
bus. There are few people and 
organisations concerned 
about dieir situation and we 
demand changes in the law.” 
said Saavedra. 

Hundreds of domestic 
workers meet up on Sundays 
in parks and certain public 
transport stations in the capi- 
tal to get to know each other, 
discuss their problems and 
perhaps get themselves a part- 
ner. 

It is here that the traffickers 
approach the youngest work- 
ers and suggest they travel to 
Israel and other countries to 
work in supposedly 
favourable conditions. 

The authorities do not know 
for certain how many Mexi- 
can women have been taken 
to other countries in this man- 
ner. At present they are hot on 
the trail of several networks 
dedicated to the “sale” of 
female domestic workers. 

"The issue is not well dealt 
with, but we are doing eveiy- 
thing possible to bring it 
before the government, the 
judges and deputies, for we 
cannot allow employment 
smacking so much of slavery 
to continue to exist on the 
threshold of the 21 si century," 
said Saavedra — IPS. 


‘Details to catch the 
imagination and the heart’ 



The Conversations at Curiow Creek 

By David Malouf 

London: Vint aye, 1997, 214 pages, 
U.K. £5.99 

[jn&.fAtO at the Inter. Continental - 
Jordan Hotel bookshop 1 

THE IMMINENT potential for the 
reversal of roles in real life is a 
main theme in David Malouf ’s 
stunning novel. The Conversations 
at Curiow Creek. One is reminded 
of the refrain of the folksong: 
"There but for fortune go you and 
1." Malouf’s plot brings home the 
fact that the guard might have been 
the prisoner, the adopted son might 
replace the real son, and the gen- 
try’s child might become the rebel. 

As the novel opens in a hut out in 
the middle of nowhere, the uniniti- 
ated might at first not know that the 
setting is Australia, except for the 
specifications on the book cover. 
An officer arrives to interrogate a 
prisoner who is to be executed the 
following dawn for being part of an 
outlaw band. One thinks one has 
picked up a "man’s story'" of sol- 
diers’ eomraderie, adventure and 
violence. However, as the interro- 
gation becomes a conversation, we 
slowly comprehend that the real 
themes of this novel are childhood, 
dreams, memories, love, and philo- 
sophical issues concerning the 
nature of justice and God’s will, in 
a world so plagued by contradic- 
tions. 

This, the social and human con- 
tent of the novel, is introduced so 
subtly, so gradually, that we hardly 
put the whole picture together until 
the end. The author is a master of 
the unexpected in his narrative 
technique and descriptive style. In 
both, the attention devoted to 


details, and the concrete originality 
of the derails chosen to depict char- 
acters and settings, give the novel a 
powerful authenticity. It is packed 
with "details to catch the imagina- 
tion or the heart" (p. 169) — truly 
the stuff of which real life is made, 
though events in Australia in the 
early 1 800s may seem far removed 
in time and space. 

Malouf being a Middle Eastern 
name, one might guess that this 
book is about the Arab experience 
in Australia. But no. the author is 
descended from a Lebanese family 
who immigrated in the last century. 
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whereas the bulk of today’s Arab- 
Australian community came later. 
Though one might argue that nor 
being pan of the socio-cultural 
mainstream gave Malouf a special 
perspective, there is nothing Arab 
about this novel. In fact, the other 
geographical setting of the story is 
Ireland, from where many convicts, 
jailed for political rebellion as often 
as for crimes, were transferred to 
Australia in the early 1800s. 

As the novel moves towards con- 
clusion, we understand that it is not 
by chance that Malouf opened with 
the encounter between the officer 
and the prisoner. Half the popula- 
tion of the original white colony in 
Australia was deported prisoners. 
This is Malouf’s way of raising the 
issue of social injustice that led 
many Irish into poverty and rebel- 
lion, to emigrate or be transferred 
from their country. Moreover, 
unjust conditions persisted in the 
New World, in an earlier novel. 
Remembering Babylon (1994), 
Malouf dealt with racial inequality 
between the European colonists and 


the native Aboriginal population of 
Australia. In Conversations at Cur- 
iow Creek, he has delved into the 
inequalities separating the settlers 


themselves, in a way that reinforces 
his reputation as one of Australia’s 
finest novelists. 

Sally Bland 


Iraq announces ban on ‘unbalanced’ 
arms inspection team starting today 


(Continued from page 1) 

Council to take “strong” action 
against Iraq if it bars a U.S.-led 
arms inspection team from sus- 
pected weapons sites. 

‘if [Iraqi President] Saddam 
Hussein does this it is a clear and 
serious violation of United 
Nations Security Council resolu- 
tions,” President Clinton said dur- 
ing a White House ceremony. 

“If [U.N. inspectors] are denied 
the right to do their job tomorrow 
then I expect the United Nations 
Security Council to take strong 
and appropriate action ” he said. 

The American president insisted 
that U.S. officials had no hand in 
choosing UNSCOM team mem- 
bers. 

“The United States had nothing 
whatever to do with selecting this 
team," he said. “They were 
picked by the person in charge of 
the inspection process because of 
their technical expertise.” But, he 
added, "certainly Saddam Hus- 
sein shouldn’t be able to pick and 
choose who does this work. 
That’s for the United Nations to 
decide.” 

Mr. Clinton said he hoped that 
this latest standoff will not trigger 
a crisis as it did in November, 
when Iraq expelled U.S. members 


of the U.N. team. 

Iraq has repeatedly criticised 
Mr. Ritter, accusing him of spying 
for the CIA. 

Mr. Ritter, a former Marine 
major who has been an inspector 
for six years, has dismissed the 
charge as “absolutely untrue." 

Mr. Ritter was heavily involved 
in the inspections of sensitive 
sites that led to last October’s 
standoff between Iraq and the 
weapons inspectors. 

The Iraqi government 
spokesman said Monday that Mr. 
Ritter’s team included too many 
Americans and Britons. He said it 
would not be allowed to continue 
until it was reformed in a bal- 
anced manner. 

The official, who was not iden- 
tified by INA, said the team 
included nine Americans, five 
Britons, a Russian and an Aus- 
tralian. 

“This shows striking evidence 
of the imbalance in the composi- 
tion of the team and its methods 
of action in Iraq.” the spokesman 
said. 

Iraq’s U.N. ambassador, Nizar 
Hamdoun, said Iraq considered 
such a large percentage of British 
and Americans on the Ritter team 
to be "unacceptable.” 

"Iraq has insisted that the work 


of the Special Commission, espe- 
cially on the inspection side, 
should be more balanced in com- 
position,” Mr. Hamdoun said. 
“Therefore. Iraq is not going to 
accept this heavily influenced 
team by the American and British 
nationals." 

The other U.N. inspection teams 
in Iraq would be allowed to con- 
tinue their work. Mr. Hamdoun 
said. 

The U.S. ambassador to the 
U.N.. Bill Richardson, reminded 
reporters that the Security Coun- 
cil meets Tuesday. 

“Iraq is up to its old tricks,” Mr. 
Richardson said in Palm Beach. 
Florida, "We feel the Security 
Council should make a strong 
response.” 

The White House issued a simi- 
lar reaction. Spokesman Mike 
McCurry said the world had heard 
"provocative statements from the 
government of Iraq on the consti- 
tution of U.N. inspection teams 
over and over again. They have 
been met with the same resolved 
response of the international com- 
munity." 

In Baghdad. the Iraqi 
spokesman also accused Ameri- 
can arms inspectors of carrying 
out activities detrimental to Iraq’s 
national interest. 


“They have been falsifying 
facts, inventing lies, deliberately 
prolonging the" process and send- 
ing false reports to the Security 
Council,” INA quoted him as say- 
ing. 

During last fall’s confrontation. 
Iraq accused American inspectors 
of spying on Iraq and helping plan 
for U.S. air strikes. U.N. officials 
denied the chajges and pulled all 
weapons inspectors out of the 
country. The impasse was ended 
with Russian mediation. 

The inspectors’ job is to certify 
that Iraq has fulfilled its obliga- 
tion under U.N. resolutions to 
eliminate its weapons of mass 
destruction. 

Sanctions imposed on Iraq fol- 
lowing its 1990 invasion of neigh- 
bouring Kuwait — which include 
a ban on the export of oil — can- 
not be lifted until the U.N. Securi- 
ty Council accepts that Iraqi 
weapons programmes have been 
halted. 

Iraq maintains it has fulfilled the 
requirements under Security 
Council resolutions, but the 
weapons inspectors have repeat- 
edly accused Iraq of hiding 
weapons and the means to manu- 
facture them. 


King, Vedrine review recent 
Mideast peace developments 


103 dead, 70 wounded in latest 
Algerian massacre — official 


(Continued from page 1) 

assailants butchering vic- 
tims as they tried lo flee. 

At the Mustapha Hospital, 
a 12-year-oid boy, Hamid, 
was suffering from a gun- 
shot in the heel of his fooL 
His face was also bloated, 
as he told AFP that he was 
at a video store watching a 
film Sunday evening with 
other residents after the 
sundown break in Ramadan 
fasting when “men stormed 
in and began shooting after 
throwing a bomb.” 

The assailants then 
attacked another store, the 
boy added. 

Several newspapers said 
at least 54 people were 
killed at die weekend in a 
series of other ambush 


attacks. 

A1 Watan stud 11 people 
had their throats slit Satur- 
day in the region of Bouira. 
J 00 kilometres southeast of 
Algiers, ahead of a visit 
there by Interior Minister 
Mustafa Ben man sour. The 
minister attended the funer- 
al of the victims on Sunday 
after reviewing the security 
forces in the region. 

The latest massacres are 
part of an upsurge in atroci- 
ties that the military-backed 
government blames on 
extremists who have been 
at war with the authorities 
since the cancellation in 
January 1992 of elections 
that the Islamic Salvation 
Front was poised to win. 

The administration of 
President Lamine ZerouaJ 


agreed last week under 
intense international pres- 
sure over the killings to a 
visit by a troika of Euro- 
pean Union delegates from 
Austria. Britain and Lux- 
embourg. 

But the government 
barred the mission from 
conducting any inquiry into 
the massacres, which it 
insists are an internal mat- 
ter. 

The planned visit repre- 
sents the first initiative by 
the EU to get involved in 
the six-year-old conflict in 
the north African state, 
which has claimed an esti- 
mated 80.000 lives. 


(Continued from page I) 

available on the new devel- 
opment. 

“I am not sure of the con- 
ditions in which the last 
rounds of inspections have 
taken place nor the condi- 
tions in which Iraq has 
reacted,” Mr. Vedrine 
added. 

The French official 
stressed that Baghdad's 
“national considerations, 
sovereignty and dignity “ 
should be taken into 
account by the UNSCOM. 

"France hopes that the 
wo sides reach a solution 
to this sensitive issue to 
enable the commission to 
inspect freely and without 
barriers." Mr. Vedrine said 
in a joint press conference 
with Foreign Minister 
Favez Tarawneh. 


Dr. Tarawneh said that 
Amman supports Iraq's 
quest to safeguard its 
national sovereignty adding 
that the Kingdom believes 
thru the only way to speed 
up the lifting of the sanc- 
tions was Iraq’s "full com- 
pliance” with UNSCOM. 

The Jordanian minister 
said that the Kingdom 
hopes for “a quick endjo 
the embargo against the 
Iraqi people." 

Mr. Vedrine.who visited 
Israel and the Palestinian 
self-rule areas in Decem- 
ber, said that his country 
was ready to help in any 
effort that would end the 
bloodshed in Algeria. 

The minister stressed that 
any French effort in this 
regard will only be upon a 
request and approval from 
the Algerian government. 
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Asia sneezes,- 
Israeli 

•V 

catches cc-M 


MEES: Oil price slide 
spells pain for producers 


TEL AVIV (AFP? — Israeli 
e\pons of weapons, hiyh- 
teeb goods and cut dia- 
mond:- Ii;i\e Marled u« suf- 
fer from the Asian financial 
crisis, which continued to 
take its toll Monday or. die 
Tel Aviv Stock Exchange. 

The index of lUf* leading 
shares was down six per 
cent at midday Monday 
from its close on Friday and 
including losses suffered 
during Sunday trading. 

Businessmen expressed 
concern that the sharp drop 
in Asian stock markets and 
currencies over recent 
weeks wutild translate into 
cuts in purchases of Israeli 
civilian products which 
totalled $3.5 billion last 
year, a fifth of all exports 
front the Jewish state. 

More worrisome is the 
expected impact of the cri- 
sis on military sales us 
embattled Asian govern- 
ments cancel planned 
weapons purchases, they 
said. 

According to industry 
experts, one threatened 
contract involves the sjie 
Popcye air-to-g round mis- 
siles to South Korea while 
negotiations with Thailand 
for the sale of pilotless 
drones and oilier arm-- 
could also be in doubt. 

Israel Aircraft Industries 
also fears that (lie Philip- 
pines might cancel plans to 
purchase Klir lighter jets 
while Thailand is said to be 
reconsidering. 

■'Until n«»w our Asian 
clients have had suhsiairiai 
purchasing budgets, r-ui ii r 
no longer sure the; will 
find the necessary fun* Is." 
said one amis industry 
executive on condition lie 
not be named. 

Meanwhile, sales of 
Israeli diamonds have 


cl read;, bee n bit by : he 
Asian turmoil. 

Salo of the -.recious 
stone- to Japan, fcl! 27 per 
cent Uisi year t-.» n1 j|. 

lion. with m<S, :d ih; xlow- 
Jv»wn in the sec* aid halt. 

For tin? in "nth of Decem- 
ber. diamond sales k: Hung 
Kong were 50 per cent 
below their level du: iug the 
same month in l‘ v, 6 while 
sales t-i South Koo.-a were 
down 9(1 per cent, accord- 
ing to industry li cures. 

Israel's high- lech sector, 
one of the engines of the 
economy due to demand 
notably for electron icr- and 
compu ter-rclaicd products, 
has also suffered from 
stool, t rouble.- I ’liked to the 
wniu-'l in Asia. 

Stock price- >W the 100 
Israeli emu par: n.- quoted 
on the i’iev. ' b'k Sloe?. 
Exchange — nearly all in 
the high technology sector 
— have lost 55. 5 per cent 
of their value over the past 
three months. 

Industry officials put a 
brave face on die situation, 
noting that most high tech 
ex pot 1 . ■ to Asia go to Japan, 
which Ii.ls been less affect- 
ed by the crisis ih:w -mail- 
er As.an sijre-. 

"V-c haven’t b..v *.cm ini ! i 
so far because i«idvtee(i 
sales . ie rdati-ely limited 
to Asia with the exception 
of Japan." said Amiram 
Shur >'f the Israel Industri- 
.•i!i-is‘ \ss*iciati*'ii. 

Bill the ::C’V -|Sj- 

Vi •vtcv! 12*. - ••:gut!lc 
mdu-:y otfici.il noting 
that J y firms in the i-mdi 
high-rcsh sector exp* -it iO 
U> 4t) per cent of their pro- 
duction to Asia an.! remain 
vulnerable to the crisis 
there. 


NICOSIA (AFP) — The 
slide in oil prices could spark 
a financial crisis for many 
OPEC producers which have 
based their budgets on higher 
prices, the Middle East Eco- 
nomic Survey (MEES) 
warned Monday. 

Oil producers “will have to 
come to grips with the 
unpleasant prospect that the 
current oil price slide could 
in the absence of prompt 
action to restrain supply, turn 
into something a good deal 
more serious than a tempo- 
rary downturn." said the 
Nicosia-based specialist 
newsletter. 

“If that were to be the case, 
the financial pain of such an 
eventuality could well be 
traumatic.” MEES said. 

Since reaching a high point 
of around $21 a barrel in 
October, the price of Brent 
Crude has fallen by 27 per 
cent to around SI 5.40 late 
last week, it said. 

“At these levels, prices are 
well below the reference oil 
values employed for the 
I99S budgets of a number of 
key OPEC countries which 
arc likely to find themselves 
in a grave financial trouble if 
the present situation persists 
or deteriorates,”the weekly 
newsletter said. 

It cited the Iranian budget. 
which was based on an 
assumed oil price of $17.50 
and forecast an estimated 
total revenue of $17.46 bil- 
lion. 

But Iran has now cut its oil 
price base to $16 a barrel. 
MEES said, which was still 
higher than current prices for 
Iranian crude. 

Other countries which set 
their oil price assumptions at 
$17 or above included Alge- 
ria. Indonesia and Nigeria, 
the newsletter said. 

MEES said it appeared that 
OPEC had “probably over- 
stepped the mark” with its 
November decision to raise 
jhe output ceiling to 27.5 


million barrels a day from 

25.05 million. 

It said the decision had 
failed to curb output from 
those producing above their 
quotas and unleashed addi- 
tional volume from those 
who had been producing 
below quota but had spare 
capacity to meet the new lev- 
els. 

Meanwhile, analysts said 
that sharp losses in crude oil 
prices, which hit their lowest 
point since April 1994 Mon- 
day as Iraq prepared to 
export oil again, may force 
the Organisation of Petrole- 
um Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) to cut exports. 

In particular. Saudi Arabia 
— which had been the dri- 
ving force behind a decision 
late last year to raise OPEC 
production quotas by 10 per 
cent to 27.5 million barrels 
per day — would have to 
reduce exports, they said. 

An oil analyst at Dresdner 
Klein wort Benson trading 
house, Medhi Varzi, said: 
"The only thing they (OPEC 
countries) can do is to reduce 
their production levels." 

The decision to increase 
export quotas was taken in 
the light of predictions that 
worldwide demand for oil 
would press on unabated 
despite financial turmoil 
across Asia. 

Analysis now believe that 
OPEC seriously under-esti- 
mated the impact of the 
regional crisis. 

At the Centre for Globa) 
Energy Studies tCGES) 
research gamp, Leo Drollas 
said that “they got it wrong,” 
but added lhar “it will be 
tough for them to retract 
without exposing all the 
OPEC weaknesses." 

An oil analyst at Salomon 
Smith Barney trading house. 
Peter Gignoux. said that 
Saudi .Arabia had said in late 
1997 that it might pump less 
oil than volumes permitted 
under its export quotas if 


prices fell sharply. 

But the analyst said that the 
country was unlikely to uni- 
laterally embark on an export 
policy that would see it lose 
important parts of its market 
to fellow group members, 
such as Venezuela. 

Mr. Drollas. on the other 
hand, predicted that other 
OPEC countries might put 
pressure on Saudi Arabia to 
take responsibility for its 
decision to raise official 
export quotas. 

At Goldman Sachs trading 
house. Peter Nicol. sounded 
a more cautious note. “They 
are in a ‘wait and see’ posi- 
tion.” he said. 

“It is too early to know 
what's going on in Asia. It is 
too early to get statistics on 
the impact the crisis will 
have on global demand. It's 
clearly loo early for them to 
panic.” the oil analyst added. 

Analysts agreed that future 
changes in OPEC export lev- 
els would hinge on price 
movements. 

“The question is how far 
the price has to fall before 
OPEC reacts,” said Mr. 
Varzi. 

Non-OPEC producers are 
likely to continue shipping 
oil at current levels, analysts 
predicted. 

"As long as production 
costs remain low and mar- 
gins quite profitable, the oil 
companies in the North Sea 
will go on producing as 
much as they want.” said 
Steven Boyle, analyst at 
Royal Bank of Scotland. 

Crude prices fell to their 
lowest level since April 1994 
at $15.10 per barrel early 
Monday as financial turmoil 
in south East Asia reduced 
demand at a time of 
increased supply. Not only 
had OPEC decided to raise 
its export quotas, but the 
market was also braced for 
renewed exports from Iraq. 


Jordan, 

Germany 

hold very 

positive 

discussions 

on debt 

rescheduling 


BONN (Petra) — 
Rescheduling part of 
Jordan's debt to Ger- 
many was the main 
topic of discussion | 
during a meeting held 
at the" German finance 
ministry here between 
Jordanian and Ger- 
man officials. 

The amount, which 
has been the subject 
of a rescheduling 
agreement reached 
between the two 
countries last May, 
represents 12.5 per 
cent of Jordan's total 
debt to Germany. 

Odeh Sweiss. the 
director of the 
Finance Department 
at the Ministry of 
Finance and head of 
the Jordanian side to 
the Jordanian-German 
talks, said the discus- 
sions were very posi- 
tive. 

He expected the 
rescheduling agree- 
ment to be signed 
Wednesday. 

Jordan has been able 
to sign rescheduling 
agreements with a 
number of creditor 
countries. 

Contacts are under- 
way to reschedule 
Jordan’s foreign debts 
to Italy and Canada. 


Steely fefls adverse Impact of Asian financial crisis on U.S. 


WASHINGTON (.’■.ST l — 
Fmanckti und vur.oney 
problems an; hunmc ilenund 
li*i U.S. majtrjf.ii. luring .uid 
.tgriculiurjl expnn.- .raJ Ijjm: 
leu in wmc areas to mcr..,; -ed 
competition from impoiK. a 
Federal Redone iFob Mine\ 
has disclosed. 

Tlie Fed's "Beige H W.” 
based on informal ion from 
husinev; and other contaOs 
con. piled hy 12 regional f ed- 
eral Reserve hanks, ar." detect- 
ed “a continued moderate pace 
of economic growth" since tire 


last !V;» -it in file > 

mii> retail salt.- eaiivd 

sueiigil: in ni'-st j»e:ss * *t ilr. 

eoiiii': ‘ and rcni'UT- '• •aid 
■■ ■ lv < ,"i 

'.V ■■••iilii.ii;;. .ill 'Meiei.s 
jiO e .reneneinu light lj!v>ur 
markets.” the •.yru.y I* ".mil. 
“pike pressures remain neu- 
tral." 

Senior U.S. olliciais. notably 
Federal Reserve Chairman 
• d.ii'i ’ t-tvi -.r-yn. daw re peal- 
ed r- « ! » v'-uiium roe (one-'erm 
oinscoucni.es *’l Avan eco- 
nomiL v >-n U.S. pros- 


perity. 

Mr. Greenspan in mid- 
Nnvembcr described the 
inrpacl as having been “mod- 
est” hm warned it could even- 
tually have an effect that would 
"not be negligible." notably on 
U.S. cx|xm.s. 

According to the Beige 
Book. “Asian financial turmoil 
and currency weakness have 
adversely affected demand for 
manufactured and agricultral 
exports, and some districts 
report increased competition 
From imports.” 


In a section on demand for 
factory goods, the report found 
that "there is some concern 
about the fallout from Asian 
financial turmoil and currency 
weakness — with respect to 
both exports and competition 
from imports.” 

It said slumping Asian 
demand for U.S. manufacured 
products was noted in the 
Boston, Philadelphia. Cleve- 
land, Did las and San Francisco 
districts. 

In Atlanta it added, "manu- 
facturers have scaled back pro- 


duction levels in anticipation of 
softening sales to the Far East” 
The survey found that in two 
regions. San Francisco and St 
Louis, there had been "some 
adverse impact from the Asian 
currency crisis on agricultural 
export demand.” 

Weakening currencies make 
U.S. experts more expensive 
and thus less attractive to for- 
eign consumers while at tlie 
same time lowering the cost — 
and enhancing the competitive- 
ness — of imported goods in 
the United States. 


Elsewhere, the survey said 
virtually all regions reported 
tight labour markets, which in 
certain sectors had sparked 
increased wage pressures. 

“Businesses are using a vari- 
ety of non-wage incentives to 
attract and retain workers,” the 
study found, noting that retail- 
ers were having a hard time 
hiring seasonal employees. But 
despite isolated instances of 
upward wage pressure, “prices 
for goods remain flat,” apart 
from such areas as commercial 
real estate and hotel lodging. 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR TUESDAY, JANUARY 13. 199S 
By Linda C. Blacky Tribune Media Services . Inc. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) The sun's in Capricorn and the 
moon’s in Cancer. Capricorn is stria and Cancer is comforting. 
They are traditionally seen in the roles of faiher and mother- You 
tend to stir them up. Today, you’ll be the one who speaks up and 
says what they're not saying. This evening, that could leal to a 
very interesting conversation. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) This is a good day for you. but 
not for some of your friends. They need help making a decision, 
and they’re lucky to have you. They're so tangled up arguing with 
each other that they're making some silly mistakes. Point those 
out and you’ll look like the big hero. This is going lobe easy, and 
very rewarding. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 211 There's money coming m. but 
you may not get to keep it It might have somebody else’s name 
on it. Put it away so you’re not tempted to spend iL If you’re try- 
ing to get organised, or clean up the place, as a friend's help. He 
or she has more experience in this area. This might cost some- 
thing, but it’s a good investment. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) The sun is in Capricorn and 
Mercury is going there this morning. Capricorn often represents 
a partner — strong, good with business, a tittle bossy. Expert this 
one to get more talkative. You have a marvellous ability to listen, 
and you might learn something very interesting. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21 ) You've got your work cut out for 
you today. A kt of ft’s overdue. The problems go on until late into 
the night Just when you drink you’ve got one of them solved, 
another will pop up in its place. Now that you know this is hap- 
pening. at least it won't take you by surprise. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) It seems like the demands 
are overwhelming. Thai’s why you need to rely on the people 
who love you. La them know whai they can do. Not only will it 
make you more effective, but also, they’d simply like to pay you 
back for ail the times you’ve helped them. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) You're trying to please 
everyone at once. That’s not only impossible, but it makes you 
less likely to please yourself. You need to get an overall objective 
in mind. Then it’ll be much easier to put up with all the little 
delays you'll have to deal with while you’re getting there. Keep 
your eyes on the prize. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21 1 You're tempted to 
travel today, but you can find everything you need close at home. 
Read the catalogues, find out all the prices, then find the sale in 
your own neighbourhood. ^ When you add the cost of travel, you'll 
find that getting the product closer to home will be a big savings. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21 ) Pay attention 
to your financial resources. Start by -putting as much as possible 
into savings. It's nice to have a reserve. The old rule is that you 
should keep enough so you can get out of town quickly if you 
need to. Thai's a joke, but in your case it might actually be part of 
the reward for saving. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) You’re in a strong 
position. You know what needs to be done and you’re pretty sure 
how to go about doing iL The more you can delegate, the more 
:Jjkety.you are succeed One.pejson in particuf^r wilLbe of great 
help to you. Make sore he or she knows how much you appreci- 
ate the help. 

AQUARIUS: (January 2 1 to February 19; You're under a bit of 
stress. Somebody's (earring on you finish a job you’ve been 
avoiding for ages. It’s something you don’t like to do, don’t want 
to do. and don’t think there’s any reason you should have to do. 
Unfortunately, you do have to do iL Might as well stop wonymg 
about iL 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Your friends and somebody 
you love are at odds today. What are you going to do if everybody 
isn't happy? Will that throw you into depression? There may be 
a way to compromise. Your friends need you most during the 
morning and the loved one needs you lost tonight. Plan your day 
accordingly. 

Birthstooe of January: Garnet — Rose Quartz 
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“Your parents are coming here for 
the holidays. Where should we go?" 
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Answer here : 


LIVING IN AN 
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THEM TH|$. 
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Nowarrenge the circled toners to 
form the surprise answer, as sue- 
8«Btod by the above cartoon. 
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Vaatento/s 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Amtotos: OCCUR JOINT TORRID AWElGH 
Answer What an edtor can do to a message - 
GET THE WORD OUT 
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rewew of news from the Arabic Press 
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Contractors blame limited number 
of projects for the recession in construction sector 


** THE FEW construction projects from 
both the private and public sectors com- 
pared to the number of registered and 
classified contractors is telling of the 
problems and difficulties suffered by the 
Jordanian contractors, sources affiliated 
with construction work have said. Anuih- 
er reason weakening the construction sec- 
tor, the sources added, is the insufficient 
amount of Funds allocated for capita! pro- 
jects in the 1997 budget. The same situa- 
tion could well be the case in the 199b 
budget, the sources went on to say. 

They mentioned that the government 
has helped in keeping the construction 
sector in recession by not cooperating 
with the association of contractors in 
enforcing regulations that only registered 
and classified contractors be allowed to 
carry out building and other projects. 

The sources indicated that the construc- 
tion sector was in bad shape as a result of 
not activating the recommendations of 
the seminar on developing the construc- 
tion sector. “Despite the lapse of more 
than one year since the recommendations 
were issued, they have not been imple- 
mented and this will reflect negatively on 
the sector," they said. 

The sources stressed the importance of 
having a political and economic role to 
support Jordanian contractors in securing 
contracts outside the country. They also 
emphasised that the crisis in the construc- 


tion sector can be cased by lowering bank 
interest rates and fees for issuing guaran- 
tees. 

Setting up investment funds in coopera- 
tion between the government and the pri- 
vate sector was highlighted by the 
sources. Such funds could finance con- 
tractors by being directed to BOT or 
BOO projects, the sources said noting 
that contractors can be helped also by 
forming specialised financing unirs at 
local banks to study and finance con- 
struction projects. 

Suffering from the low volume of work 
or projects are around 800 registered and 
classified Jordanian contractors. Accord- 
ing to Nasser Madadha, director general 
of Government Tenders Department, the 
government has floated a total ol'JD56.5 
million in various tenders during the first 
seven months of last year. 

Of the rota! amount. JD2A.7 million 
were for constructing buildings. JD6.3 
million for roads. JD12.3 million for 
water and sewage and JDI.5 million for 
other projects. 

Meanwhile, a contractor complained 
that the limited local technical manpower 
and the high pay requested by such 
labour, especially after louglining regula- 
tions on foreign workers, have caused u 
50 per cent rise in wages which, in turn, 
had an impact on costs related to the con- 
struction sector (Al Aswaqi. 
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Jordanian drug manufacturers fire back at PhRMA 
and demand prolonged grace period for adjustment 


By Ghaliu Alul 

Jordan Times Sniff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan's phar- 
maceutical industry, under 
fire from abroad for failure 
to protect drug patents, is 
demanding a prolonged 
grace period for adjustment 
before enforcing tight anti- 
piracy rules. 

Jordan's 16 drug manu- 
facturers. whose expons 
topped SI 40 million lust 
year, want the Kingdom — 
about to emer_ the World 
Trade Organisation (WTOi 
— not to show much flexi- 
bility when negotiating a 
grace period with the 142- 
member WTO. 

“We have to be careful 
when we negotiate a grace 
period with the WTO ” said 
Maher Maialku. secretary- 
general of the Jordanian 
Association of Manufactur- 
ers of Pharmaceuticals and 
Medical Appliances. 

“Whatever we agree with 
the WTO, will supersede 
our agreement with the 
European Union (EU>. 
which granted us a grace 
period of three years," he 
added. 

Under the Jordaniun-EU 
partnership agreement 
signed in November to cre- 
me a gradual free trade zone 
by the year 2010, Jordan 
was given a grace period of 
three years to implement 
internationally acceptable 
Intellectual Property Rights 
(I PR) laws for its pharma- 
ceutical industry. 

Jordanian pharmaceutical 
manufacturers and officials 
believe that achieving ade- 
quate and effective protec- 
tion of patents will encour- 
age creativity and enhance 
die country’s development. 

But they stress that the 


industry will need interna- 
tional assistance and train- 
ing to enable it to confront 
challenges brought about 
by the implementation of 
1PR rules. 

“One must keep in mind 
that Jordan is a developing 
country and for it to move 
towards complete I PR 
application and implemen- 
tation, it needs training and 
a fair grace period For 
adjustment,” said govern- 
ment economist Yusuf 
Mansur. 

Mr. Matalka. in a paper 
submitted to a seminar 
debating the impact of the 
Jordan-EU deai on the 
country’* economy, said the 
cost entailed in upgrading 
pharmaceutical facilities 
and systems, providing 
training, establishing mar- 
keting structures, seeking 
licensing agreements and 
joint ventures will be high. 

He said the pharmaceuti- 
cal bill will swell tremen- 
dously. thus contributing 
negatively to the balance of 
payments — highly sup- 
ported by Jordan's drug 
industry'. 

“This will increase the per 
capita spending on pharma- 
ceuticals. which is currently 
estimated at $40 {2.5 per 
cent) of the per capita GDP. 
which is too hich compared 
to the U.S. uf $191 (0.75 
per cent) of per capita 
GDP." he said. 

Local sensitivity towards 
alleged drug piracy and 
demands for a longer grace 
period was highlighted by a 
recent report published by 
the Pharmaceutical 

Research and Manufactur- 
ers of America ( PhRMA ). 

PhRMA claimed in its 
December report that Jor- 
danian drug manufacturers 


were inflicting between S25 
and $50 million in losses on 
U.S. exports because of 
pirated drugs. 

The survey, based on an 
industry survey of 16 multi- 
national research compa- 
nies, said Jordan was 
becoming “a significant and 
growing regional source of 
pirated pharmaceuticals." 

Tt said that between Janu- 
ary 1996 and June 1997. 
Jordanian companies regis- 
tered over 30 unauthorised 
copies of internationally 
patented pharmaceutical 
products. 

Jordanian drug manufac- 
turers also reject assertions 
by some PhRMA officials 
that a three-year period 
granted by the EU for Jor- 
danian drug manufacturers 
to adjust is adequate. 

The report generated a 
massive outcry' from Jor- 
danian drug manufacturers 
who believe Jordan's deci- 
sion to join the global econ- 
omy ti trough die EU and 
WTO was a major indica- 
tion of willingness to adapt 
IPR rules. 

~*'How can the PhRMA 
substantiate their claims 
when, according to Min- 
istry of Health figures, 82.2 
per cent of Jordan’s med- 
ical imports are from 
Europe," asked Mr. Matal- 
ka. 

Mazen Darwazah, whose 
family owns a large percent 
of AI Hikma Pharmaceuti- 
cals expressed similar 
views. 

"Almost five per cent of 
local sales of registered 
(medicine) products are 
patented in Jordan” he told 
the Jordan Times. “By law', 
the EU and the WTO deals 
allow Jordan to produce 
and register any product 


until the grace period is 
over,” he added. “We are 
opening our facilities to 
PhRMA companies to 
encourage them to come 
and work with us” 

The government also 
blasted the report. 

“It is highly inaccurate “ 
said Dr. Mansur, a senior 
planning ministry official. 

Mr. Matalka said interna- 
tional pharmaceutical firms 
could license their products 
under a different trade 
name and market them at 
lower prices in the develop- 
ing countries such as Jor- 
dan. 

'■This is a very good 
option, because it will 
allow these companies to 
market the original product 
in new markets at lower 
prices." he said. 

“By the same token, an 
incentive ought to be con- 
sidered to encourage Euro- 
pean companies to license 
products for Jordanian 
companies to several export 
markets.” Mr. Matalka said. 

Therefore, Dr. Mansur 
said “why doesn't PhRMA 
ask U.S. pharmaceutical 
manufacturers to give Jor- 
dan licensing and franchise 
agreements" in order to 
alleviate the risk during and 
offer the transitional period. 

Jordan says it introduced 
major amendments to its 
1953 patent law ten years 
ago in consultation with the 
World Intellectual Property 
Organisation (W'lPO) and 
the WTO — mainly to pro- 
tect its local drug manufac- 
turers. 

But the legislation grants 
protection to the process 
under which drugs are for- 
mulated and does not pro- 
tect the final product. 

This loophole, PhRMA 


claims, has allowed Jordan- 
ian companies to freely 
copy an innovator's product 
label and promotional 
material. 

Once Jordan joins the 
WTO. it will have to 
become party to the Trade 
Related Intellectual Proper- 
ty Rights Agreement 
(TRIPS >: The agreement, 
based on WTO rules, pro- 
tects both the process and 
the final product. 

Jordan is now revising 
changes to J 986 patent leg- 
islation law with the help 
from the Arab Society for 
the Protection of Intellectu- 
al Property (ASPIP). its 
manager Nayef Hijazi said. 

Mr. Hijazi. whose com- 
mission provides Arab 
countries with free serv ices 
to help drafting and amend 
IPR legislations, said Jor- 
dan was one of the first 
Arab countries to enact a 
law 1953. 

“Compared to the laws 
implemented in other Arab 
countries, the Jordanian 
legislation is good, as it was 
enforced at a lime when 
other countries did not have 
laws at all.” said Mr. Hijazi. 

However, PhRMA argues 
that Jordan lacks what it 
called a “world class" 
patent law. a move that will 
encourage i ntemationul 
companies to shift invest- 
ments out of Amman. 

The United States Trade 
Representative tUSTR) 
placed Jordan on a special 
301 “Watch" list of coun- 
tries violating IPR rules. 

It cited inadequate IPR 
protection for pharmaceuti- 
cal and other intellectual 
property-sensitive indus- 
tries such as computer soft- 
ware and video games. 


Peregrine victim of imprudence and market ‘diva’ 


HONG KONG (AFP) — 
Like the British bank. Bar- 
ings. in 1995, Peregrine 
Investments Holdings Ltd.. 
the prodigy of Asian 
finance, has fallen victim to 
its own imprudence and the 
decisions of a single market 
player. 

As the firm, which had 
built itself into Asia’s lead- 
ing finance house in less 
than a decade, announced 
its liquidation Monday, 
stockbrokers here were 
already silting over their 
drinks in the trendier bars 
and drawing comparisons 
between financier Andre 
Lee and Barings' Nick Lee- 
son. 

Mr. Lee. a VM'ear-old 
French- Korean who headed 
the fixed income depart- 
ment. made the decisions 
which left Peregrine, set up 
in (9S8 by Philip Tose and 


Francis Leung, dangerously 
overexposed. 

The department had 
approved an unsecured loan 
of $260 million to an 
Indonesian taxi firm, opti- 
mistically called "Steady 
Safe." 

The collapse of the 
Indonesian rupiah meant 
the firm had no chance of 
repaying the debt. 

“In the banking business 
there are common sense 
rules. When a bank fails it's 
always because these were 
not observed." a European 
banker here said. 

Rule number one. he said, 
was: “You do not commit a 
quarter of your own funds 
in a loan to a single compa- 

On Friday, the Zurich 
Group walked away from 
talks on buying a 24 per 
cent stake in Peregrine 


which would have given the 
firm desperately needed 
capital. 

There are holes every- 
where." an official at a rat- 
ing agency said, adding that 
the problem over Steady 
Sale would not have been 
enough by itself to sink 
Peregrine. 

Betting on a rapid growth 
in the Asian debt market. 
Mr. Tose, a stockmarket 
expert, decided in 1994 to 
set up a specialist depart- 
ment and poached Mr. Lee 
and some 20 others from 
U.S. bankers Lehman 
Brothers. 

“Arrogant and aggres- 
sive," as one competitor 
described them, the new 
Peregrine team saw their 
star rise spectacularly as 
they built up a debt market 
for Asia’s growing compa- 
nies along the lines of the 


junk bond market in the 
United States. 

By 1996 the department 
had grown to 200 all over 
Asia and had become a 
major source of Peregrine's 
annual profits. 

“In a company like ours 
with its rules and bureau- 
cracy you can control peo- 
ple like that, but in a young 
inexperienced firm like 
Peregrine, it quickly 
becomes impossible to do,” 
the European banker said. 

“Peregrine fell like Drex- 
el,” explained another 
financier, referring to the 
U.S. firm Drexe! Burnham 
Lambert, where Michael 
Milken built a monopoly 
over the junk bond market 
in the 1980s. 

After soaring to heights, 
Drexel fell after Mr. Milken 
wound up in court. 

“Under pressure to be 


first and beat the competi- 
tion things can turn against 
you. By not sharing busi- 
ness with competitors the 
first snug can bring the 
whole edifice down.” he 
said, alluding to Mr. To.se 's 
style of doing business. 

“You can't spend all your 
time telling even-one else 
what idiots they are and 
expect them to rally around 
when the storm hits." he 
added. 

After being dropped by 
the Zurich Group. Mr. Tose 
and his associates spent a 
frantic weekend trying to 
find a white knight but 
without success. 

Already Peregrine's com- 
petitors were sraning to 
move in. looking to buy up 
the best parts of the firm or 
recruit its brightest staff. 


Japanese premier vows to protect financial system 


TOKYO (AFP) — Prime 
Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto 
Monday vowed to protect 
Japan's embattled finance 
sector to avert a crisis with 
global repercussions. 

” "I will protect the financial 
system unconditionally by 
taking every’ possible mea- 
sure to tackle waning domes- 
tic and international confi- 
dence in the financial sys- 
tem." Mr. Hashimoto told 
parliament 

“We have to prevent col- 
lapses of financial institutions 
from leading to crises in cred- 


it and the economy at any 
cost" the premier said in a 
rare economic speech at the 
start of the 150-day ordinary 
session. 

The initial focal points of 
debate during the session 
until June 10 are likely to be 
bills ro rescue the faltering 
financial sector and those 
related ro a supplementary 
budget for the fiscal year to 
March. 

The main pillar of the sup- 
plementary budget for fiscal 
1997 is two trillion yen (SI 5 
billion) worth of income and 


other special tax cuts, to be 
financed by deficit-covering 
bonds. 

Mr. Hashimoto repeated has 
well-worn phrase to parlia- 
ment: “1 would never let 
Japan trigger a global finan- 
cial crisis or economic crisis.” 

Finance Minister Hiroshi 
Mitsuzuka said in a speech 
following the prime minis- 
ter's that “the economy is at a 
standstill." 

Mr. Mitsuzuka vowed to 
“take effective and appropri- 
ate measures” to protect the 
financial system, adding that 


“a malfunction of the Japan- 
ese financial system would 
have an extremely serious 
international impact” 

Two trillion yen ($15 bil- 
lion) of income tax and other 
special tax cuts, announced 
late last year, were drawn up 
giving “maximum considera- 
tion" to a fiscal reform drive 
by Mr. Hashimoro, Mr. Mit- 
suzuka said. 

“I am confident that togeth- 
er with the measures to sta- 
bilise the financial system, 
they will lead to autonomous, 
stable growth of the country's 


economy," the finance minis- 
ter said. 

Mr. Hashimoto said gov- 
ernment measures to rescue 
the financial sector and tax 
cuts would bring the econo- 
my back to a recovery track. 

The premier said he decid- 
ed on the income tax cuts, 
“considering tire harsher- 
than-expecred economic situ- 
ations in Asia as well as the 
history and reality of the 
Asian economy, which has 
grown like a flock of flying 
wild geese with Japan taking 
the lead." 
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io Sports 


Broncos, Packers in Super Bowl 


PHILADELPHIA (AP> 

— No team ever has lost 
five Super Bowls. The 
Denver Broncos will 

have to snap the NFC’s 
13-year winning streak 
and beat the defending 
champion Green Bay 
Packers to avoid becom- 
ing the first. 

The Broncos beat the 


Pittsburgh Sreelers 24-21 


Sunday and will bring 
their ‘revenge tour' to 
San Diego on Jan. 25 as 
the fifth wild-card team 
to get to the Super Bowl. 
Only one. the 19S0 
Oakland Raiders, won 
the big game. 

The Raiders also were 
the last AFC team to win 
the League 

Championship, in 1983. 

“We will represent the 
AFC well." said Pat 
Bowlen. owner of the 
Broncos, one of three 
franchises with an 0-4 
Super Bowl record. “1 
think the AFC is going to 
the Super Bowl and will 
win it.” 

To do so. Denver (15-4) 
must deal with a Green 
Bay defence that has 
become dominant recent- 
ly, particularly in the 23- 
10 NFC championship 
win Sunday at San 
Francisco. The Packers 
are a 13 1 /2-point 

favourite. 

The Packers (15-3) 
have allowed 61 points in 
their last six meaningful 
games — their season- 
ending 31-21 victory 
over "Buffalo had no 
bearing on the standings. 



Denver Broncos' running back Terrell Davis (R) runs past Pittsburgh Steelers' defen- 
sive back Chad Scott as Davis picks up 19 yards and the first down during Denver’s 
final drive to run out the clock in the AFC Championship game at Three Rivers 
Stadium in Pittsburgh. The Broncos won the game 24-21 to advance to Super Bowl 
XXXU in San Diego on January 25 (Reuters photo) 


Just 17 of those points 
came in the playoffs, and 


one was on chuck Levy’s 
Kickoff return with the 
game decided Sunday. 

“Our style is aggres- 
sive." said Packers safety 
Eugene Robinson, whose 
first-half interception 
was a key element in the 
victory at rainy San 
Francisco. “We’re really 
intense." 

Both coaches. Green 
Bay’s Mike Holmgren 
and Denver’s Mike 
Shanahan, served as 
assistant coaches on win- 
ning Super Bowl teams 
with the 49ers. 
Holmgren, of course, 
won it as a head coach 
last year. 

"It’s wonderful," 

Holmgren said of the 
return to the Super Bowl. 
“It’s extra special here 
today.” 

The teams had four 
common opponents: 
Carolina. New England. 
Buffalo and St. Louis, 
both swept them all. 

Both were road winners 
in the conference title 
games, only the third 
lime that’s happened in 



Green Bay Packers' quarterback Brett Favre drops back for a pass during the NFC 
Championship game against the San Francisco 49ers in San Francisco's 3Com Park. 
The Packers are the defending Super Bow] Champions (Reuters photo) 
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opening lead: Four of 0 


Pay careful attention to the fall of 
he cards. The spotcard an oppo- 
ient plays can point a pretty pic- 
ure. 

North-South were playing a lb ra- 
ng club system, so South’s opening 
lid shown a balanced hand of 14- 
.6 points. North’s raise'io game 
ras automatic. 

West led a low heart, and dedar- 
:f was not impressed with the con- 


tract. With only seven last winners 
two tricks had to be developed 
quickly — if declarer gave up the 
lead twice, tbe defenders wouic 
score at least two heart tricks, two 
spades and a diamond. That meant 
the diamond suit had to be manipu- 
lated for the loss of only one trick in 
the suit. A maneuver known as the 
intra-finesse was one woy to accom- 
plish the task. 

Declarer won the first heart trick 
in hand and immediately led the 
nine of diamonds. When West fol- 
lowed with the seven, declarer 
played low from the table and was 
delighted to see East win with the 
king. Back came a heart, and 
declarer's second stopper in the suit 
was eliminated. 

Everything now hinged on the 
diamond distribution. If West had 
started with a doubleton 10 7, cor- 
rect was to lead the jack, picking oip 
East's queen while pinning West's 
ten — the intru-finesse. The alter- 
native was to play East for a dou- 
bleton K Q.. 

If West had started with IQ 7 3 ol 
diamonds, the defender might have 
followed with the three. So, backing 
this analysis, declarer led the jack 
of diamonds from dummy, smoth- 
ered the ten and an overtrick rolled 
In! 


the Super Bowl era. each 
had runners gain more 
than 100 yards against 
their opponents for the 
first time: Dorsey Levens 
rushed for 114 and 
Terrell Davis had 139. 

In taking the hard way 
to San Diego. the 
Broncos avenged some of 
their most painful recent 
defeats. 

They beat Jacksonville, 
which upset them in 
Denver last season when 
the Broncos had the 
home-field advantage for 
the AFC playoffs. This 
lime, the Jaguars were 
blown out at mile high 
stadium. 

Denver went to archri- 
val Kansas City last week 
and knocked off the 
highest seed in the con- 
ference. The Chiefs’ last- 
second home victory 
over Denver in game II 
propelled them to the 
AFC west crown. 

And. Finally, the win 
against the Steelers. who 
helped Denver’s slide to 
a wild-card berth with a 


35-24 decision in came 
14. 

"We met some great 
ball clubs in this tourna- 
ment and stuck together 
to win and no doubt we 
deserved them." Neil 
Smith said. “We warned 
to give No. 7 (quarter- 
back John El way) anoth- 
er chance at this: with 
him at the helm I know 
we arc in good hands." 

But so are the Packers, 
whose defence has hit its 
stride io match the bal- 
anced offence led by 
three-time most valuable 
player Brett Favre and 
Levens. 

Green Bay is 3-0 in the 
Super Bowl, having won 
the first two before a 29- 
year interval. Elway 
would like io get to know 
the feeling the Packers 
have experienced at the 
end of each of those vic- 
tories. 


“I'm not happy just get- 
ting back there." Elway 
said. “I want to win it. 
I’ve been there before." 


New 

Australian 
tennis 
sensation 
takes on 
Sydney 


SYDNEY t.AFP) — The 
Australian teenager who 
humbled his hero Andre 
Agassi on the way to on 
historic ATP tournament 
victory descended on the 
Sydney International 
Monday in a flurry of auto- 
graphs and interviews. 

Sixteen-year-old Lleyton 
Hewitt, the lowest-ranked 
and second-youngest play- 
er to win an ATP final, 
announced he was giving 
up school and turning pro- 
fessional after his stunning 
performance. 

“When you have the 
opportunity to give tennis a 
chance, you've got to take 
it as soon as possible and 
not let it slip ,” said Hewitt 
who will lift his ranking 
from 550 to about 200. 

On Sunday he came from 
behind to beat compatriot 
Jason Stoltenberg 3-6 6-3 
7-6 (7-4) and snare die 
Australian men’s 

Hardcourt title here in only 
his second ATP tour event 
which he squeezed into as a 
wildcard entry. 

There are big hopes for 
the youngster who has been 
given front-page treatment 
and is already being com- 
pared with Aussie stars Pat 
Cash and Pat Rafter. 

Hewitt faced the interna- 
tional media Monday after 
a hectic schedule of televi- 
sion appearances, radio 
interv iews and requests for 
autographs — he confessed 
he only recently stopped 
collecting them himself. 

Australia’s newest tennis 
sensation admitted heu was, 
enjoying the. attention — ' 
'five-star hotels, y..- being* 

addressed as “Sir” and rub- 
bing shoulders with his 
heroes in the locker room. 

But he remained modest 
as his win began to sink in. 
“I’m a lot younger than 
anyone else so l try not to 
gel in their way around the 
place,” he said. 

“Sure I've had five good 
wins but there’s a long way 
to go I think. As long as my 
game keeps improving and 
I start getting a bit stronger 
and bigger, then hopefully I 
can go onto bigger and bet- 
ter things.” 

The youngest player to 
win an ATP tour event 
since current world number 
three Michael Chang. 
Hewitt was also the 
youngest ever qualifier at 
the Australian Open last 
year. 

The self-described 
aggressive baseline player 
was cautiously hopeful 
about his prospects at the 
Sydney International and 
the Open in two more wild- 
card entries. 

Hopefully I can win a 
round. Five sets is going to 
be a new experience as 
well.” he said. 

Hewitt will meet world 
number four Jonas 
Bjorlmian in a first round 
meeting here Tuesday. 

World number seven and 
last year's runner-up Carlos 
Moya was the first big 
casualty at the Sydney 
tournament Monday, going 
down to Sweden’s Thomas 
Enqvist 6-7 6-4 6-4 in the 
first round. 

It was a disappointing 
start to the year for the 
Spaniard who shone here 
last year, reaching the 
finals where he missed out 
to Britain's Tim Henman 
and then going on the 
Australian Open finals. 
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Knicks beat Sonics 


NEW YORK ( AP) — The Seattle Supersonics had a pair of 
ei<*ht-game winning streaks halted Sunday night, losing 
9^-91 to the New York Knicks when Dale Ellis missed a 

short jumper ai the buzzer. . 

The Sonics. who had won eight straight overall and eight 
in a row on the road, had two chances to win it in the final 

seconds. , „ . . . , 

Gary Payton — who had struggled all night — missed a 
runner in the lane with four seconds left. The ball went out 
of bounds off New York, giving Seattle one last chance, but 
Ellis was unable to connect on a comer jumper from about 
10 feet away. 

It was the first road loss for the Sonics since Dec. 7 and 
their first loss of any kind since Dec. 23. 


Larry Johnson scored 20 points for New York, while 
Detlef Schrempf led Seattle with 23 points and 


13 


rebounds. 

Atlanta Hawks 107. Washington Wizards 102: At 


Washington, Christian Laettner scored 23 points and Steve 
Smith scored four of his 22 points in overtime as the 


Atlanta Hawks beat the Washington Wizards for the second 
time in three days. 

The Hawks won their third in a row after a seven-game 
losing streak. They also beat Washington S2-77 Friday in 
Atlanta. 

• Detroit Pistons 113. Los Angeles Clippers 85: In the 
Detroit suburb of Aubum Hills. Grant Hill scored 33 points 
as the Detroit Pistons routed the Los Angeles Clippers. 

Hill, who set a career high with 15 field goals, also had 
10 rebounds and six assists. Jerry Stackhouse added 20 
points for Detroit, and Malik Sealy had 17. 

Brent Barry led the Clippers with 17. 

• Miami Heat 96, Vancouver Grizzlies 90: At 
Vancouver. British Columbia. Alonzo Mourning had 17 
points. 15 rebounds and seven blocks as Miami handed 
Vancouver its 10th straight loss. 

Tim Hardaway had 20 points and nine assists for the 
HeaL who won their third in a row. Voshon Lenard added 
16 points for Miami. 

• Charlotte Hornets 98, Los Angeles Lakers 93: In the 
Los Angeles suburb of Inglewood, David Wesley scored 23 
points, and Anthony Mason had seven of his 22 in the 
fourth quarter as the Charlotte Hornets beat the Los 
Angeles Lakers. 

After rebounding teammate Vlade Divac's missed shot. 
Mason was fouled and made two free throws with 19.3 sec- 
onds remaining to give the Hornets a 94-90 lead. 

Shaquille O'Neal led the Lakers with 32 points and 13 
rebounds. 
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Sydney International tennis tournament 


^Itna'KoixrriikovaHRlJS) bt Yayuk Basuki (INA) 

6-4 3-0 retired 

Natasha Zvereva (BLR) bt Rachel McQuillan (AUS) 

6-2 7-5 

Conchita Martinez (SPA x6) bt Gala Leon Garcia (SPA) 
6-2 6-3 

Sandrine Testud (FRA x7) Kerrv-Anne Guse (AUS) 

6-1 6-2 

Francisco Clavel (SPA) bt Thomas Johansson (SWE) 

6-3 7-5 

Chanda Rubin (USA) bt Alike Huber (GER x8) 

6-2 6-3 

Thomas Enqvist (SWE) bt Carlos Moya (Spa x3) 

6- 7 (6-8) 6-4 6-4 

Sargis Sargsian (ARM) bt Scott Draper (AUS) 

7- 6(8-6)3-6 6-1 

Hendrik Dreekman (GER) bt Alex Corretja (SPA x5) 

6-2 6-4 


French First Division 


Paris St. Germain 
Nantes 


Strasbourg 

Lens 


Italian Serie A 


Bari 

Brescia 

Em poli 

Juventus 

Lazio 

AC Milan 

Piacenza 

Sampdoria 

Udinese 


Atalanta 

Fiorentina 

Bologna 

Vicenza 

Lecce 

AS Roma 

Inter Milan 

Parma 

Napoli 


NFL Conference finals 


Broncos 

Packers 


24 

23 


Steelers 

49ers 


21 

10 


English Premiership 
Derby 3 

Spanish First Division 


Blackburn 


Real Sociedad 
Merida 
Zaragoza 
Espanyol 
Salamanca 
Deportivo La Coruna 
Sporting Gijon 


Betis vs. Valladolid — postponed 


Barcelona 
Oviedo 
Celta Vigo 
Athletic Bilbao 
R.g Santander 
Tenerife 
Compostela 


‘Sugar Ray 
Leonard’s 
career could 
be over’ 


SYDNEY (AFP) — 
Boxing legend Sugar Ray 
Leonard Monday pulled 
out of a scheduled bout 
here, giving no reason and 
possibly signalling the end 
of his career, his American 
promoter Mike Acri said. 

Leonard, 41, the first man 
to win a world title in five 
divisions, was to fight fel- 
low American and world 
No. 3 ranked World Boxing 
Association junior mid- 
dleweight contender Tony 
Menefee on February 15. 

“Leonard gave no reason 
as to why he wouldn't 
come to Australia," 
Australian promoter Bill 
Morley said. 

Leonard's long-time 
trainer Janks Norton 
stormed out of their Los 
Angeles hotel ou hearing 
the news. Morley said. 

“He was in full training 
and had agreed terms. All 
the conditions were fine, 
die only thing he didn't do 
was sign a contract." 

Morley said Acri suggest- 
ed to him his fighters deci- 
sion had cast doubt on his 
comeback and effectively 
ended his career. 

“r don't know what’s 
wrong with him. He’d 
agreed to the fight, the 
money was right. 
Everything was OK with 
our deal." Acri said. 

“Then 24 hours before he 
was scheduled for a satel- 
lite television press confer- 
ence in Los Angeles he just 
rums around and says he’s 
not fighting.” 

Leonard, who won world 
titles at welterweight, 
junior middleweight, mid- 
dleweight, super mid- 
dleweight and light heavy- 
weight returned to the ring 
last March after a six-year 
lay-off. 

He suffered the first 
inside the distance loss of 
his illustrious career when 
he was stopped in the fifth 
round by Hector Camacho. 



DOHA (AFP) — Third 
seed Petr Korda of the 
Czech Republic won the SI 
million Qatar Open final 
here on Sunday, compre- 
hensively beating eighth- 
seeded Frenchman Fabrics 
Santoro 6-0, 6-3. 

Korda tore through the 
encounter in just 59 min- 
utes to lift the title for the 
second time having beaten 
Morocco's Younes El 
Aynaoui in the 1996 finaL 

He pocketed $137,000 
for his larest win. 

Santoro was clearly feel- 
ing the effect of playing 
three matches the previous 
day. He bear top-seeded 
Briton Greg Rusedski and 
another big server in 
Croatian Goran Ivanisevic 
in the quarters and semis 
before playing a doubles 
match on top. 

A misplaced line call 
midway through the open- 
ing set was enough to end 
Santoro's resistance and 
Korda barely had to break 
sweat to complete the win. 

“I was just a spectator," 
Santoro told reporters 
afterwards. 

“It was my easiest match 
in ages,” said Korda, 
though he admitted his 
rival was “very tired.” 


CONCORD "I" 

CONSPIRACY THEORY 

Shows: 12:00. 2:00. 6:00. 8:30, 10:45 

MURDER 1600 

Shows: 6:30. 8:30, 10:30 

cancels *3' 

MR. BEAN 

Shows: 6:30, S:30. 10:30 


S CINEMA TLL avi JWU 

GALLERIA 2 


ABDOUN 

Demi Moore ... in 


THE JUROR 

Shows; 8:30, 10:30 

GEORGE OF 
THE JUNGLE 

Shows: 2:00. 6:30 


Cinema tel. on .ivon 

GALLERIA 1 


ABDOUN 

Jim Carrie... in 


THE CABLE GUY 


Shows: 2:00. 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


S. 


j HUriwm Tfanes Theatre 
TEL: 625155 


NOW ON DAILY 

THE GOVERNMENT 
IN THE SERVICE 
OF PEOPLE 

Starring Hishant Yanes 
and Amal Dabbas 

For icMrvu&cuK caU: 625155 
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Chinese swimmer Yan Chen competes in the Women’s 400 metre Medley heat at the 
Challenge Stadium pool during the Sth World’ Swimming Championships in Perth 
January 12. Yan finished with the fastest qualifying time for this evening's fin al 
(Reuters photo I 


Barcelona nearly let things slip 


PARIS (AFP) — Barcelona 
stayed one point clear of 
Spanish title rivals Real 
Madrid at the weekend — 
although they nearly let 
things slip at Real Sociedad. 
Jnter Milan banished the 
' rvetilrnare' of their midweek 
,,'hunailiation . ‘ when they 
crashed 5-0 in the Italian 
Cup to AC Milan by scoring 
a J -0 victor) at Piaceza. 

And in France Metz 
retained their one point lead 
over Paris Sl Germain while 
Monaco crashed to a shock 
home loss. 

In Spain. Barcelona had to 
settle for a 2-2 draw after 
leading 2-0 with just seven 
minutes left to play after 
goals from Laureu and De 
Paula saved Real Rociedad, 
who are now unbeaten in 
their last 17 matches and 
who have lost only twice ail 
season. 

Luis Enrique had put 
Barcelona clear after half an 
hour when he stepped up to 
slot home after Soeiedad 
goalkeeper Alberto failed to 
hold a fierce drive from 
Sonny Andersson. 

Andersson then appeared to 
put the issue beyond doubt 
when he scored u near sec- 
ond for the leaders midway 
through the second-half. 

It was the second time in 
the week that Barcelona had 
thrown away what should 
have been a match- winning 
lead. The previous Monday 
the leaders were beaten 4-3 
by Salamanca after leading 
3-1 with just ten minutes left 
to play. 

Twenty four hours earlier 
Atietico held Real Madrid to 
a 1-J draw' in the eagerly- 
awaited derbv showdown — 
thanks to a goal three min- 
utes from rime by late substi- 
tute Jose Mari. 

Real appeared to have 
sewn up die match 19 min- 
utes earlier thanks to a goal 
from Savio. But they had 
found the going tough 
throughout the first-half 
when Atietico had the best of 
the play and created excel- 
lent chances for Kiko, 
Juninho and Vieri. Only 
some excellent goalkeeping 
from Ruiz Canizares kept the 
scoresheet empty. 

Twenty minutes into the 
second-half. Real brought on 
Savio and Moriemes for Guti 
and Croatian Davor Suker 
and it proved to be an 
inspired move, for within 
five minutes Savio had put 
Real clear after latching on 
to a cross from Roberto 
Carlos. 

Jose Mari, who replaced 
Lardin for Atietico. had been 
on ther pitch for just ten min- 
utes when he scored the 
equaliser. 

In the other weekend 
matches, Zaragoza snatched 


a 1-0 home win over Celia 
Vigo thanks to a goal on ihe 
hour from Acuna, and 
Espanyol crashed by the 
same scoreline at home to 
Athletic Bilbao who 
clinched the match with a 
second-half goal “ from 
Guerrero. 

Salamanca and Racing 
Santander shared a goalless 
draw. Sporting Gijon went 
down 2-0 at home against 
Compostela and Deportivo 
La Coruna scored a late win- 
ner to beat Tenerife 1-0. 

Valencia play Mallorca on 
Monday. 

A stunning 69th minute 
solo goal by Francesco 
Moriero gave Serie A leaders 
Inter Milan a 1-0 victory at 
Piaceza. 

Moriero collected the ball 
in his owm half, dribbled past 
four Piacenza players, and 
then slotted home in the far 
comer from 12 yards out. 

The win, vital for Inter’s 
team morale, was even more 
precious since second-placed 
Juventus also picked up three 
points on Sunday after scor- 
ing a 2-0 win over Vicenza. 

the biggest disappoint- 
ment on Sunday was 
reserved for Napoli, who. 
after losing 1 1 of their previ- 
ous 14 games, found them- 
selves 1-0 up despite being 
reduced to ten men against 
Udinese with 90 minutes 
gone on the clock. But they 
had to share the points after 
Thomas Locatelli equalised 
for Udinese in the second 
minute of injury time. 

An early goal blitz 
wrecked Parma's hopes of 
keeping up with the leading 
clubs, when they went down 
5-2 to Sampdoria at Genoa. 

Vincenzo Monte I la started 
the rout after just eight min- 
utes. blasting a 25-yard shot 
between post and 'crossbar 
that gave Parma’s teenage 
soalkeeper Gianluigi Buffon 
no chance. 

Giuseppe Signori then 
nodded in Yugoslav Sinisa 
Mihajlo vic’s tree-kick for his 
first goal since joining from 
Lazio Iasi month, while 21- 
veur-old Simone Vergassola 
made it 3-0 with barely half 
an hour on the clock. 

Versassola then tollowed 
up his first goal in the Serie 
A with a second just after the 
re-stan. with Parma’s reserve 
goalkeeper Alessandro Nista 
having no better luck than 
the injured Buffon. 

Parma, who had only con- 
ceded 1 1 goals in their previ- 
ous 14 games, responded 
with two quick headed goals 
from Filippo Maniero, but 
the match was already lost 
and Signori later notched 
another from a free-kick 
which flew in off the post. 

AC Milan meanwhile 
failed to repeat their sensa- 


tional midweek pefonnance 
against Inter, drawing 0-0 
with AS Roma on Sunday. 

Paris Si Germain, who 
snatched a difficult 2-1 victo- 
ry over Strasbourg at the 
Parc des .Princes on Sunday, 
went clear in the 53rtT minute 
when Paul Le Guen sent over 
the perfect cross for Eric 
Rabesandratana to head 
home. 

The home side then went 
further ahead when Italian 
striker Marco Simone 
unleashed a powerful shot 
inside the area 17 minutes 
from time. 

Strasbourg came back 
strongly in the dying min- 
utes, however, and Pascal 
Nouma pulled one back with 
eight minuts left to play. 

TWenty-four hours earlier 
in Metz goalkeeper Lionel 
Letizi was the home hero. He 
saved a late penalty to enable 
his side to clinch a 1 -0 victo- 
ry over Rennes. 

Pascal Bedrossian, who 
had come on to replace 
Patrick Weiser four minutes 
earlier, held his head in hor- 
ror when he saw Letizi hold 
his 83rd minute spot kick 
after the Metz goalkeeper 
had brought down the young 
Nicolas Gousse. 

Metz had gone clear just 
before half-time thanks to a 
goal from Bruno Rodriguez 
who was lucky not to be 
ruled off-side after being put 
through by Frederic 
Meyrieu. 

Rennes, rooted at the foot 
of the division with only four 
wins so far this season, fin- 
ished the match with ten men 
after Laurent Viaud was 
shown a second yellow card 
ten minutes from time. 

Metz' other rivals Monaco 
lost ground in the title race 
when they crashed to a shock 

1- 0 home defeat in their 
Riviera derby against 
Cannes. 

Monaco’s latest setback 
followed hard on the heels of 
their elimination from the 
League Cup by second divi- 
sion Niort earlier in the 
week. 

The Cannes scorer was for- 
mer Monaco player Marco 
Grassi. 

Marseille, who went clear 
after just four minutes thanks 
to another Laurent Blanc 
goal, finally went down 2-1 
at Lyon where Alain 
Caveglia scored twice for ihs 
home side. 

In other matches, 
Bordeaux were 2-0 home 
winners over Bastia, 
Chateauroux finished 3-2 
winners over visiting 
Auxerre. Toulouse beat Le 
Havre 1-0, Montpellier were 

2- 1 winners at Guingamp 
and Nantes beat visiting 
Lens 1-0. 


World Swimming Championships 

Klim claims gold but misses record 



Australia's Michael Klim dives into the water to begin his men's 200 metre freestyle 
heat at the Sth World Swimming Championships in Perth. Klim qualified fastest for 
the final with a time of one minute, 47.96 seconds (Reuters photo) 



Chinese divers Hao Xu and Zhuocheng Yu perform during the 3-metre synchronised 
diving at the 8th World Championships in Perth. The Chinese pair won gold in the 
event, with Germany winning silver and Australia bronze (Reuters photo) 


PERTH (AFP) — 
Australian Michael Klim 
was under world record 
pace before just missing out 
on the breaking the oldest 
men's record to win the 200 
metres freestyle gold medal 
at the world swimming 
championship here Monday. 

The world No.l led 
throughout and was under 
the world record at the fust 
three turns before hitting the 
wall in one minuie 47.41 
seconds — just 72-hun- 
dredths of a second outside 
kalian Giorgio Lamberti's 
eight-year standard of 
1:46.69. 

Klim burnt off the field to 
beat Italian Massimiliano 
RosoJino by 1 .29 seconds. 

Rosolino took the silver 
medal in 1:48.30 with 
Dutchman Pieter van den 
Hoogenband third in 
1:48.65. 

Klim’s sectional times 
were 24.97 secs for die first 
50m, 52.07 for the 100m 
and 1:19.49 at the 150m. 

It is ihe firsi of seven 
swims at the world champi- 
onships for the 20-year-old 
Polish-bom Klim. 

Earlier, China's Yan Chen 
was also near to world 
record pace in winning the 
women’s 400m individual 
medley crown. 

Chen, who smashed East 
German Petra Schneider's 
drug-tainted 15-year world 
record during the Chinese 
national championships in 
Shanghai last ' October, 
surged home over the last 
three laps to take gold. 

Sixteen-year-old Chen 
swam a rime of four minutes 
36.66 seconds to win from 
Ukraine's 15-year-old Yana 
Klochkova (4:3S.60) with 
Japan's Yasuko Tajima tak- 
ing bronze in 4:39.45. 

Chen’s Chinese teammate, 
Wu ■ Yanyan, who set a 
cracking early pace in the 
outside eight lane, tired over 
the last half of the race to 
finish in fourth place in 
4:40.00. 

It was China’s first gold 


medal at the world champi- 
onship. 

Earlier, five-times 

Olympic gold medallist 


Jenny Thompson gave the 
United States a flying start 
to the championship with a 
tight victory in the women's 


100 metre freestyle. 
Thompson, who won 
three relay gold medals at 
the 1996 Atlanta Olympics. 


surged home to overtake 
early leader German Sandra 
Volker to win the gold 
medal in 54.95 seconds. 

Slovakia’s Martina 

Moruveova won silver in 
55.09secs just ahead of the 
world No. 2 ranked sprinter 
Shan Ying in 55. IQsecs. 

Volker finished fifth in 
55.33 secs. 

“Mv time wasn't quite 
what 1 wanted, but what 1 
really warned was the gold, 
so l am ecstatic.” said 
Thomp>on. “It is just one 
step closer to winning the 
(Olympic) gold in 2000.” 

Moraveova said of her sil- 
ver medal:”! wasn'r expect- 
ing anything tonight. 1 just 
wanted to so fast and hit the 
wall. 

“This is m\ first world 
championship race and 1 
have done my best by four- 
tenths of a second. I am very 
happy.” 

Belgian Olympic champi- 
on Fred DeBurghgraeve led 
throughout to win the men’s 
100m breaststroke final in 
1 :0 1 .34 from China's 
Qiliang Zeng < 1:01.76) and 
American Kurt Grate in 
1:01.93. 

DeBurghgraeve fought 
back to win the world title 
after a wretched 1997 when 
his best time was 62nd in 
the world. 

DeBurghgraeve said of his 
world title.” 1 trained as 
hard as before Atlanta, but I 
wasn’t motivated. 

“My life changed so much 
(after Atlanta) and it was 
much harder for me to con- 
centrate on the competi- 
tion.” 

Zeng did not offer any 
immediate comment on his 
silver medal, but bronze 
medallist Grote suid:”That 
w ent exactly how I planned 
and I am really happy 
because it is my first medal 
at a world championship 
event. 

”1 just w'anr to go out and 
celebrate with my dad. if 1 
can find him.” 


Bitter Germans point accusing finger at Riley 


PERTH (.AFP) — The drug 
war of words switched to 
the Australians Monday 
with the Germans question- 
ing Samantha Riley’s right 
to read the athlete's oath at 
the World Swimming 
Championships here 
because of her drug back- 
ground. 

After days of unrelenting 
focus on drug-taking by the 
Chinese, and the East 
German regime past of 
German head coach 
Winfried Leopold, the fin- 
ger pointed to world 1 00- 
metres breaststroke cham- 
pion Riley. 

German team captain 
Chris-Caro] Bremer 

Monday queried Riley's 
credentials to read the ath- 
lete's oath since she tested 
positive to a headache 
tablet which contained a 
banned substance in 1995. 

In December 1995 Riley 
returned a positive test to a 
Di-Gesic cablet for a 
migraine suffered during 
the” world shoncourse 
championships in Rio de 
Janeiro. The pill contained 
the banned substance, de.x- 
tropropoxyphene. 

In February 1996 FIN A 
gave Riley a stem warning, 
freeing her to contest the 
Atlanta Olympics. 

“She tested positive. Not 
for steroids, but still,” 
Bremer said Monday. 

"There’s some very good 
swimmers on your team. 
There were a lot of other 
choices and they chose her. 

"To ocher countries we 
look at it and say whai are 
you accusing us of when 
you have her read the oath.” 

Riley's first swim at the 
World Championship is in 
Tuesday's heats of the 
100m breaststroke. 

Bremer’s comments 


came as German frustra- 
tions intensified when for- 
mer 1500m freestyle world 
champion Jorg Hoffman 
claimed he was being vic- 
timised for admitting to 
taking performance- 
enhancing drugs. 

Hoffman was disqualified 
from Monday's 200m 
freestyle heats after just 
one false start. 

There were more than 10 
false starts from 28 heats, 
but Hoffman svas the only 
competitor banned. 

German Swimming 
Federation's communica- 
tion director Ger Heydn 
said the only explanation 
given to Hoffman by the 
Brazilian referee was that 
his start was a "technical 
one’’. 

“1 think he feels there is a 
little bit of revenge being 
taken.” Heydn said. 

"He's very disappointed 
because he thinks there is 
revenge from the drugs 
issue against him.” 

Hoffman admitted last 
year that he benefited from 
an anabolic steroids course 
in 1988 that was imple- 
mented by the East German 
regime. 

Last week, German head 
coach Leopold had his 
accredi cation revoked after 
admitting here to knowl- 
edge of doping practices in 
the former East Germany. 

The accreditation was 
rerumed after a local 
Supreme Court judge 
granted an interim injunc- 
tion against the FflSlA deci- 
sion. 

While Leopold is back on 
pool deck pending a deci- 
sion by FTNA's doping 
panel, the issue is smoul- 
dering within the German 
team, with Bremer com- 


plaining that the Australian 
media had singled out the 
Germans and the Chinese 
on the drugs issue. 

“Look at the Russians. 
They have three positive 
tests (recently).” Bremer 


said. 

“You could also go for 
the Russians. But then 
again, the best Russian 
swimmer (rains here in 
Australia. His coach 
coaches in Australia. So 
you left them out totally.” 


Russia's Olympic 50m 
and 100m freesty le cham- 
pion Alexandre Popov 
trains at the Australian 
Institute of Sport (A1S) in 
Canberra under Gennadi 
Touretskv. 



KLM Jordan 

Royal Dutch Airlines 

"PK" - Executive 

Leading European Airline expanding and well-represented not 
only in Jordan but also throughout Middle East is looking for 

"PK" - Executives. 

"PK" stands for KLM's innovative service-concept of 
multi-functional staff trained and groomed to perform in all 
front-line services and sales roles in contact with passengers 
and Travel Agents. 

Best performing “PK" • Executive will have opportunities 
to grow into middle^ management jobs. 

KLM is looking for Female /Male candidates : 

* Age : 20 - 27 years 

* B.Com , B.Tech , Hotel Management , MBA 

* PC - literate 

* Absolutely fluent in English (written and spoken) 

* Service and Quality oriented 

* Outgoing , friendly , team player 


Please apply by letter explaining interest / suitability for 
PK-job , enclose 1 page CV and personal photo by hand to : 

KLM Royal Dutch Airlines - Amman 

King Hussein street opposite the Central Bank of Jordan 

QoodCuck 


FOR SALE 

ATOMIC ABSORPTION SPECTROMETER 

A leading indu'.lrial company i> offering A lorn if Ab«nptinii 
Specirnmeicr l*>r sale with llic follow mg speci licaiioii v 

1. Solar Double Beam Atomic Ab.'iiirpiimt Spectrometer. 

1 Unieum VPV0 Continuous Flow Vapour System lot Hydiidc 
An:»/vMv 

Pkw mil lH*J22SM/5i 
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NO SCHOOL — LOTS OF FUN: Children slide down a hiU covered with snow in 
western Amman, Monday, using makeshift sledges such as food serving trays and 
plastic bags. The first snowstorm of the winter has paralysed activity in Amman, 
blocked all roads to the capital and has affected air traffic in both of Amman's air- 
ports. Schools, universities and colleges all across the Kingdom closed Tor the day. 
264 weather related accidents were reported (Photo by Yousef "Allan ) 


PALESTINIAN SNOWMAN: Youths tie a traditional 
headdress to the snowman they had erected in front of 
the Dome of the Rock Mosque in Jerusalem's Old City 
Monday. More than 50 cm of snow fell overnight in the 
Jerusalem area and a rare holiday mood prevailed 
throughout the city ( AP photo) * 


ENJOYING THE GOOD WEATHER IN LEBANON: 
A man wearing only shorts and running shoes, his bare 

.Lx-t a *a*aa Kravoc a cnAu'ctnpm in fhp 


chest covered with a tatoo, braves a snowstorm in the 
Bhamdoun town Monday. Lebanese mountains were 
covered with snow at altitudes higher than 200 metres 
(AFP photo) 


30 centimetres of snow cover Amman, 2 metres in the south 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The snow- 
storms which hit most regions 
of Jordan Sunday tapered off 
Monday afternoon, but the 
Department of Meteorology 
forecast more rain showers and 
warned of frost formation on 
Tuesday and Wednesday. 

A MET spokesperson told 
the Jordan Times Monday that 
the weather is expected to be 
cloudy with occasional rainfall 
and temperatures dropping to 
below zero degrees Celsius at 
night and rising to a maximum 
of six degrees during the day. 

On Wednesday, it is expected 
to remain cold with a little 
chance for showers with tem- 


peratures rising to a maximum 
of 10 during the day and drop- 
ping to zero at night. 


According to the spokesper- 
son. the snowstorms dumped 
about 30 centimetres of snow 
on Amman between Sunday 
and Monday morning while as 
much as two metres of snow 
blanketed the southern regions 
of tlie Kingdom. 

The Civil Defence 
Department (CDDl said that 
dozens of people were stranded 
on highways including the 
Queen Alia International 
Airport Highway while fog 
covered the road and hilly 
regions of the capital. 

A CDD spokesperson said 
that civil defence men dealt 
with 264 accidents as well 
some calling for first aid and 
rescue operations in aid of sick 
people, pregnant women or cit- 


izens with heart conditions 
who needed transportation to 

hospitals. 

The CDD also dealt with 
"scores of car accidents on the 
slippery roads adding that 
CDD rescued a number of peo- 
ple who were besieged by 
snow in their cars and homes. 

Meanwhile. a police 
spokesman was quoted as say- 
ing that at least 50 road acci- 
dents were reported but that 
there were no deaths or serious 


injuries. 

Civil Aviation Authority offi- 
cials reported that some flights 
were unable to land in Amman 
and were diverted to the south- 
ern Red Sea resort of Aqaba. 

But a Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
official told the Jordan Times 


that the Queen Alia Airport was 
not closed and most of the 
flights took off on schedule but 
noted that there were some 
delays due to passengers facing 
difficulties in reaching the air- 
port 

He said that the majority of 
passengers gathered at RJ 
offices located at the Seventh 
Circle and were transported to 
the airport by RJ buses. 

The ODD had reported earli- 
er that roads in different 
regions including the Amman 
govemoraie were either com- 
pletely or partially blocked by 
snow but work was underway 
to open them. 

The snow prompted Speaker 
of the Lower House of 
Parliament Sa'ad Hayel Srour 


to postpone House sessions for 
Tuesday. He said in a statement 
to the Jordan News Agency 
that Parliament will convene 
on Wednesday to pursue 
debate on the draft 1998 fiscal 
budget 

The snowstorms also forced 
schools, universities and com- 
municy colleges to close 
Monday. 

Most government depart- 
ments opened but only few 
employees were able to make it 
to their places of work and the 
U.N. offices reported similar 
employee turnout 

Free for the day, children 
played in the snow, skated on 
icy roads and pavements iind 
threw snowballs from rooftops 
at pedestrians. 


The Department of 
Meteorology reported on the 
cumulative amounts of rainwa- 
ter which fell in the different 
regions so far during the cur- 
rent winter season . It said that 
the highest amounts of rain. 
362.9 millimetres, fell in die 
Ajloun region in northern 
Jordan, accounting for 66 per 
cent of the total annual average 
amounts of rain that normally 
fall in that region. 

The blizzard on Sunday and 
Monday was also reported to 
have swept across much of the 
Middle East stranding 
motorists, cutting power lines 
and bringing life to a standstill 
in some countries. 

In Lebanon one woman was 
killed late Sunday when the cur 


in which she was riding slid off 
a mountain road and fell into a 
ravine. Her husband and sister 
were hospitalised with injuries, 
according to local police. 

In Iran, civil defence workers 
rescued 150 passengers strand- 
ed in buses, trucks and cars 
near the city of Marivan close 
to the Iraqi border. 

The Iranian news agency 
said 50 centimetres of snow 
had fallen in the Dam province 
and that some 100 centimetres 
of snow were reported in near- 
by mountains. 

Snow covered Syria leaving 
many families without heat in 
sub zero weather conditions 
and most schools and govern- 
ment offices were ordered 
closed. 


Iranian president praises West, 
says Iran needs more freedom 


NEW YORK (APt — In his 
latest gesture toward the West. 
Iranian President Mohammad 
Khalami said that developing 
countries must understand 
Western civilisation in order to 
succeed. 

In an essay written for Time 
magazine. President Khatami 
criticises Muslims for failing 
to understand the West and 
concedes that Iranian society 
must be freer. 

Excerpts of the essay appear 
in the Jan. 19 edition of the 
U.S. magazine. 

"We can say with great 
assurance that a society intend- 


ing to reach development can- 
not succeed without under- 
standing Western civilisation 
and the spirit of Western civil- 
isation." Mr. Khatami writes. 
"Many Islamic societies, such 
as ours. are still regretfully 
deprived of such knowledge. 

“Our encounter with the 
West is mostly on the surface: 
that is we have approached the 
West either with fascination or 
abhorrence." 

Since taking office in 
August. President Khatami 
has taken several steps toward 
repairing ties with the U.S. In a 
rare televised interview lust 


week. Mr. Khatami said he 
considered the United States a 
great nation and called for 
increased cultural exchanges 
as a step toward improving 
ties. His comments have been 
criticised by hard-liners who 
oppose reconciliation with the 

U.S. 

In the Time essay. President 
Khatami said the 1979 
Islamist revolution was mod- 
em Iran's only real opportuni- 
ty to enjoy freedom. But 
because of "alien plots." the 
revolutionary government had 
to impose strict measures to 
prevent chaos. 


“Some blamed freedom 
itself for the cause of the insta- 
bility and even used religion as 
a mask to justify their short- 
sightedness." he writes. 
"Autocracy has become our 
second nature. We Iranians are 
all dictator?, in a sense." 

President Khalami says Iran 
must strive for freedom or face 
the risk of more violence. 

"We must endeavour to cre- 
ate a desirable milieu in which 
people can more easily tolerate 
one another and come up w ith 
an agreed definition of free- 
dom and. accordingly, stream- 
line the society.” he writes. 


U.S. decides to review 
tough visa restrictions 
on Iranians 


WASHINGTON lAP) — 
The United States will 
review its current tough visa 
restrictions on Iranians as 
one means of encouraging 
rapprochement with the 
Tehran government. U.S. 
National Security Adviser 
Sandy Berger said Sunday. 

At the .same 'time. Mr. 
Berger said statements of 
goodwill toward Americans 
made by Iran's new. rela- 
tively moderate, president 
have yet to translate into 
real changes in the country's 
policies. Mr. Berger said on 
CNN. 

Serious impediments 

remain to relations, he said, 
including Iran's "support for 
terrorism, violent opposi- 
tion to the Middle East 
peace process, development 
of weapons of mass destruc- 
tion." 

Iranian President 

Mohammad Khalami. in an 
interview with CNN last 
week, set a new tone in 
Iran’s stance toward the 
U.S. by praising Americans 
and condemning all kinds of 
terrorism against innocent 
people. 


The Clinton administra- 
tion quickly responded by 
calling for a direct dialogue 
between the two govern- 
ments. an idea still opposed 
by many Iranian hard-liners. 

In addition to official dia- 
logue. Mr. Berger said, the 
State Department is review- 
ing "the question of whether 
or not a greater exchange 
private sector people would 
be useful. That is something 
we will look at. yes.” The 
U-S. has no official relations 
with Iran and normally does 
not grant visas for cultural, 
political or business 
exchanges. 

Mr. Berger commented 
that as President Khatami 
and his allies replace the 
hard-line leaders who have 
controlled Iran “There is 
obviously a contested vision 
of the future of Iran." 

He said that since 
President Khatami assumed 
power last August, "'there 
has been more' change. I 
think, in Iran's internal 
behaviour, degree of toler- 
ance internally." than in its 
external policies. 


Turkish court freezes 


funds designated for 


Islamic party 


ANKARA (AP) — Turkey's 
constitutional court on 
Monday froze S6 million of 
government funds designated 
for an Islamists party on trial 
for "anti-secularism." 

The unanimous ruling came 
only two hours after the chief 
prosecutor requested the 
freeze, accusing the Welfare 
Party of planning to ignore its 
legal obligation to return the 
funds to the treasury while the 
constitutional court considers 
shutting the party down. 

Each political party 1 gets 
annual stale subsidies deter- 
mined by the votes they get in 
mast recent elections. 

The Welfare Party, the top 
vote-getter in 1995 parliamen- 
tary elections, is eligible for 
the largest share in 1998 — 
1.236 trillion Turkish liras, 
about $6 million. 

"We have received credible 
intelligence that Welfare is 
making plans to avoid return- 
ing the money to the treasury 
in case of closure." prosecutor. 
Vural Savas. told reporters. 

The assets and cash reserves 
of any political party ordered 
closed bv the constitutional 


court are confiscated by ihe 
state. Mr. Savas asked the 
coun. which resumed its 
deliberations Monday, to 
order Welfare's funds with- 
held until it reaches its deci- 
sion. expected within weeks. 

The court was expected lo 
debate a new brief submitted 
by party officials Friday, argu- 
ing that the current pro-secular 
government shares some of 
Welfare's allegedly pro- 
Islamist practices. NIr. Savas' 
indictment cites as evidence of 
anti-secular activity the adjust- 
ment of working hours to fast- 
ing times during die Holy 
Month of Ramadan during 
Welfare's lcnn in office last 


year. 

Welfare says several current 
govern mem agencies have 
also recently changed working 
hours during Ramadan. 

Turkey's military, which 
sees itself as ihe guardian of 
the country's secular tradi- 
tions. pressured Welfare out of 
power last June. Welfare 
gained 2 1 per cent of the votes 
in the 1995 elections and cur- 
rently holds 150 of the 550 
seats in parliament. 


Syria jails mole of Mossad 
manipulator — report 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — 
Syrian authorities have 
arrested the contact man 
for a former Israeli spy 
who is on trial fur 
allegedly falsifying Iris 
reports about Syrian 
intentions, the Haaretz 
newspaper reported 
Monday. 

Yehuda Gil. 63. the 
former agent of the 
Mossad foreign intelli- 
gence service. ha$ been 
charged with espionage 
for allegedly fabricating 
or distorting information 
purportedly received 
over a 21 -year period 
from his Syrian contact. 

Haaretz. citing “for- 


eign sources quoting 
Syrian officials." said 
that following the reve- 
lation last month of Gil's 
detention. Syrian author- 
ities carried out sweep- 
ing arrests, including 
Gil's agent. 

Haaretz described the 


Syrian source as "close 
to the government.” 

Earlier Israeli press 
reports said he was a 
senior military official 
who believed Gil was a 
Canadian businessman 
with financial interests 
in the region. 

Gi! claimed to have 
mer regularly with his 
source in Europe, 
although Mossad offi- 
cials now say that for at 
least several years the 
agent invented the 
encounters and made up 
reports to his superiors. 

On two occasions, in 
1980 and 1996. Gil 
allegedly heightened 
tensions between Israel 
and Syria by feeding his 
superiors false informa- 
tion that Damascus was 
planning an attack to 
recover the Golan 
Heights, which Israel 
occupied in 1967. 

Gil. whose trial opened 


behind closed doors last 
week in Tel Aviv, has 
pleaded not guilty to 
charges of espionage and 
fraud. He faces up to 15 
years in prison. 

Tens of thousands of 
dollars given to Gil for 
his Syrian contact over 
the years were found in 
the home of the ex- 
Mossad agent, who was 
connected to far-right 
circles in Israel. 

Israeli courts last 
month lilted a ban on 
publication of Gil’s 
photo after a picture of 
the agent was published 
in the international mag- 
azine Newsweek. 

Mossad officials had 
opposed lifting the ban, 
fearing that publication 
.of Gil’s picture would 
endanger Arabs who had 
been seen with their 
agent over the past 
decades. 


French writer on Holocaust 
charges gets Arab support 


DUBAI (AFP) — 
French writer Roger 
Garaudy. w'ho is on 
trial in Paris for deny- 
ing the existence of 


Nazi gas chambers, 
has received hundreds 


of messages of sup- 
port. a newspaper in 
the United Arab 
Emirates said Monday. 

The report came 'a 
day after the daily Al 
KKaleej launched u 
campaign of solidarity 
with the 84-vear-old 


AI Khaleej. "The cam- 
paign is a big success 
and we have also 
received a large num- 
ber of financial contri- 
butions." 

It published a letter 
of thanks from the 
writer, who warned 
that “Zionism, with its 


aggressive, colonialist 
r>Ti 


former communist 

who converted to 
Islam. 

The anti-Zionist 

writer has received 
“hundreds of messages 
of support by fax and 
on the Internet." said 


policies and claims to 
eternal domination of 
Jerusalem, could deto- 
nate a new world war.” 
The philosopher 
went on trial fast 
Thursday accused of 
questioning crimes 
against humanity. The 
charges stem from a 
book, he wrote in 1996 


— “Lcs mythes fonda- 
teurs de la politique 


Israelienne" 

(Founding Myths of 
Israeli Politics) — 
denying the existence 
of Nazi gas chambers 
for the extermination 
of the Jews. 

Such remarks are 
illegal under a French 
law against neo-Nazi 
activities. 

Garaudy said the 
extermination of six 
million Jews durins 
World War II bv the 
Nazis was a “riivth” 
used to justify ‘"every- 
thing Israel has 
demanded and 

obtained in Palestine." 

II convicted. 

Garaudy could face a 


one-year^jail term and 


a $50,000 fine. 



‘Playboy’ leads 
sex revolution 
tour of Washington 


Dinosaur bones 
to take ride on 
space shuttle 


PITTSBURGH (AP) — 
Dinosaur bones will be tak- 
ing a ride on the space shut- 
tle. Retried astronaut Jay 
Apt. now director of the 
Carnegie Museum of Natural 
History, offered a 214-rail- 
lion-year-old coelophysis 
skull to NASA for the 
upcoming mission of the 
space shuttle Atlantis, which 
lifts off Jan. 22. “This 
remarkable opportunity to 
marry the earth's history with 
humankind's future is what 
the museum of natural histo- 
ry is ail about,” Apt said. 


Chinese city puts 
Mao’s poetry on 
display — in neon 


BEIJING lAFP) — South 
China's Changsha city has 
dedicated a square to the 
poetry of Mao Zedong, sur- 
rounding it with signs dis- 
playing more than 30 of the 
communist leader's poems 
in neon. ‘The poems are 
popular with local people, 
who visit the square to have a 
look and even copy down die 
poems.” the Xinhua news 
agency said. Set up to mark 
the 1 04th anniversary of 
Mao's birth, the square is 
located adjacent to Number 1 
Teacher's School of Hunan, 
where the "great helmsman” 
studied in his youth. 
Entrepreneurs in his birth- 
place. nearby Shaoshan vil- 
lage. have abandoned Mao's 
ideology to profit from a 
brisk flow of tourists. 


Thailand firemen 
respond to elephant 
emergency 


BANGKOK (AFP) — 
Firemen rushed to the rescue 
of a 96-year-old elephant 
which had fallen into a ditch 
in Bangkok as locals tried to 
drag the animal tree with 
chains, reports said Monday. 
The ageing pachyderm was 
feeding in a vacant lot under 
the supervision of its 
mahout. Boonmee Suksri. 
when it fell into the muddy 
hole. Fire crews rushed to ihe 
scene with cranes but could 
not free the elephant. Local 
residents then tried to drag ii 
out of the ditch with chains 
iind fire hoses, but to no 
avail. The elephant was 
eventually freed with the 
help of an excavation truck, 
but not until concerned 
onlookers raised Ihe $55 fee 
demanded by the driver. 


Leeson movie set for 
shoot in Singapore 


SINGAPORE (AFP) - 
Popular British actor Ewan 
McGregor will lake centre 
stage in a movie on the rise 
and fall of rogue trader Nick 
Leeson, whose soured deals 
caused the collapse of 
Britain's Barings Bank. 
McGregor, who received 
critical praise for his perfor- 
mance as a drug addict in the 
movie. “Trainspotting.'' will 
be in Singapore this weekend 
to shoot "“Rogue Trader* in 
which he plays Leeson- The 
movie also stars model Anna 
Frial as Leeson 's wife Lisa 
who reportedly wanted to 
divorce her husband after 
reading about his exploits 
with other women in his 
book. 
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WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Tourists who come here to 
visit the White House, the 
Lincoln Memorial and 
Arlington National 

Cemetery may now view 
some of the sites of the so- 
called sexual revolution as 
well. A new guided bus tour 
organised by Playboy maga- 
zine examines the history' of 
U.S. laws concerning free- 
dom of expression during the 
20th century, with a focus on 
moral repression and sex 
scandals in politics. “The 
major battles in the sexual 
revolution were fought in 
Washington." said James 
Petersen, who has just pub- 
lislted a series of 10 articles 
on the history of the U.S. 
sexual revolution. 
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